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DEDICATION. 



TO 

LADY JERNINGHAM. 



T 



« 

IE favorable reception which pro^e* 
tions of this nature have in general met 
with, encourages me to hope, that the 
following pages, honored with your Lady* 
fhip's patronage and approbation, will 
have the good fortune to pleafe equal to 
my firft produ6lion, • * 

Flattered with your Ladylhip's praife/ 
I hefitate not to fay it much incrcafes my 
gratitude, and feel unable to exprcfs th©. 
happinefs I experience, and the fenfe I 
have of your Lady (hip's cbndefcention, fty 

A 2 jpafsr 
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. pafs fo kindly over the errors, which I am 
not bold enough to imagine, this novel is 
free from ; by which, I am inch'ned to hope, 
the novel of Emmelikb is iuperlor to my 
expedlation. 

Happy fliould I feel myfejf If thp sblK- 

ties of my pen were an ofFpring wqrthy to 
jprefeijt to a lady of your amiable charac- 
ler.— Small^ indeed, are the acknowledge 
ments I can make for favprs fo generoufly 
conferred; yet, I truft, your Ladyfhip 
\yill believe me grateful and happy In the 
opportunity of thus publicly declaring 
with what profound relpe6l, 

I am. 
Your Ladyfhip's moft obliged. 
And moft obedient Servan't. 
Teh 24, 1801. Anne Ker. 
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Xri AVINO read the criticifnj on my lai^ 
novel, (rom^ce, or whatever appellatioa 

tb^ licview^s pleafe to give it) I fsd U ? 
duty iiicumbent on me, to ftate in reply, a 
few words, though few it muft be;--ribr me 
to pretend to write againft fuch an hoard 
of enemies would be an endlefs labour ; 
^nd particularly fo, when known that 
the pen is guided by the hand of a female* 
Were I the only pcrfon who wrote in the 
romantic manner, they are pleafed to ftile 
abfurd, I own I fhould feel unhappy; but 
I could Hate, at leall, more than an hun-* 

A 3 drcd 
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« • ♦• 

dred late produ<StIona^ which are eqiiaTTy 
as abfurd as my own, though FU not touch 
on the firing of others. Yet, I hope and 
truft, that, whatever lines were di6lated by 
my pen, thofe devouring watchmen will 
do me the juftice to allow they havebeea 
in the caufe of virtue; devoid of thoA 
indelicate, and, in many itiflances, inde* 
cent defbriptions, that fill the pages in the 
novels and romances of the prefent day, 
of which I fhould be^afliamed to be the 
author. I return my .lincere thanks to 
thofe malevolent Reviewers, who havo 
thought it worth their notice to fpeak on. 
my little performances in the manner they 
liave. — And though laft, not leaft in my 
eftimatioo, the Conductors of the Anti- 
Jacobin Review, whofe principles, to a ci^' 
vilizcd nation, are a well known fhame j 

to 
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to confute them as fuch^ I beg to fay, that 
Adeline St. Julian was written full fdur 
years pafl, and put into the hands of at 
bookfeller in Auguft, 1799; confequently, 
could not be extraded * from the works 
they have thought proper to ftate; but it 
appears to me, and every perfon who, to 
oblige me, have perufed their aftonifhing 
criticifm, that they are racking their ima- 
gination to find out a fomebody that has 
wrote somehow or somewhere fimilar in 
some respect^ to this wonderful, abitird, 
improbable, romantic something which I 
have written. 

The jEleviewers may be aflured I have 
not the vanity of wilhing to pleafe them 
in my writings; but I write in conformity 
to the pleafure of the times. It is to my 
patronizers, and to the generous public I 

appeal^ 
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appeal^ and not to thofe ijipntqinptuous 
open-n)outhed devouring critics, who 
would, in all probability, have declarect 
(had their mouths been crammed with a 
bribe) that Adeline St. Julian was the won- 
der of the age ; as they were not, what 
elfe could I .cxpe6l ? — But the apprehen- 

lion of what . they may fay Ihall never 

• . » ... 

check my almrd pen, fo, long as I find 
the encouragement of the indulgent pub- 
lic; to whom I beg. to return my fin- 
cere thanks, and hope for their future 
favors* 
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THE HAPPY DISCOVERY. 






CHAP. I. 

Friendfbip I myfterlous cement of the foul. 
Sweetener of life, and folder of fociety I 
I owe thee much* Thou haft deferred from mo 
Far, far beyond what I can ever pay. 

■ ■ Of joys departed 

'Kot to return, how painful the remembrance* 



Mrs. WILSON was the wicfow of an 
ofEcer, who had refided a few years in a 
pleafant village not far from Oxford ; iflie 
was a moft amiable woman, her diipofi- 
tion truly benevolent, and a heart alive to 
every feeling of humanity and fenfibility* 
YOZi. I. B She 
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"She had the misfortune to lofe an 2[fFec- 
tionate hufband, whom fhe tenderly loved, 
and by whom fhe was equally beloved.— 
At his deceafe, the grief (he fuffered made 
her determine to pais the remdlnier of her 
days in folitude upon the allowance Ihe 
received. Atfirfl: fhe was inclined to pals 
her days in a convent, but* this thought 
foon diffipatedjfrom her regard for ayoung 
orpbaa then about feven years of age, 
who had been prctedted by her from ap- 
parently the; age of three years, and whom 
Mr. Wilfon moft affetfttonately loved. — 
The child, who looked on them as her real 
parents, adored them with filial tendernefs 
and duty; and as they had no children 
alive of their own, their regard was re- 
doubled on the little Emmeline, who was 

beautiful to e^^^cefs, and her charms en- 

* • . 

f reined With her years. 

The 
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The near approach of death to Mr, 
Wilfon augmented his concern, as the idea 
of leaving this little girl unprotected vm 
equally painful to him .as being feparated 
from hi^ amiable wife; to a oontinuaiioo 
ofhcrkindnefs he recommended the child 
be Joved,' his tenderneis for tbein Jailed till 
iheicyr^and of .4^h put a. period to hia 
care^-H^he Jjlefled them, and expired, leav- 
ing Mrs. Wilfon almofl broken hearted 
to view her extent of wo^. 

En^eliae, though fo young^esperienced 
the moil po^nant afflidion for hia loft, 
and with forrowand pity behdd Mrs. Wil- 
X&a^s grief, which it was impofiible to fup- 
j;r<eis« Her innocent heart was lenlible cd 
the weighty lofs they had fuftained by his 
death, and by all the foothing endeavour^ 
her tender yeai;s Wipri^ capable Qf^.Arove to 

B 2 difiipate 
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diffipate Mrs. Wilfon's cares. Her teari^ 
would frequently flow for her dear papa, 
(as fhe called him). Mrs. Wilfon's for- 
rows often experienced relief, by attempt- 
ing to exert her fpirits, in order to difpel 
the grief of Emmeline, who now fhe found 
to be the only comfort fhe had left, and 
ihe received a fecret pleafure in inftrufting 
ber, and faperintending her education. 

Emmeline's tender age rendered her 
unfit for the confidant of Mrs. Wilfdn, 
which grieved her exceedingly, t)ut fhe 
<was now alienated from the world, and 
lived obfcure, therefore found a confola- 
tion in fditude, and her retentive memory 
prcfented recoUedlion of times long paf^ 
wlvch, though melancholy, had their 

charms. 
Mr. "^ilfon had not been dead above a 
> year, 
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I'Hfi HAPPY DISCOVERY. 5 

year, when flie purchafed the litde houfe 
and ground (he refided in, for the fum of 
four hundred and thirty pounds, and Sir 
Charles Freemore, the lord of the manor^ 
admired her generofity, as, when flie made 

. Emmeline was fcnfible of her bounty, 
for Mrs. Wilfon would often fay, ^* this ig 
^* my Emmeline's houfe, which I hope 
** Ihe will ioi^ and happily enjoy, after the 
^^ death of her friend Wilfon : will you 
*^ ever forget me, my love?" 

For Mrs. Wilfon to -doubt her afFec* 
tionorgratitude, hurt Emmeline; nor could 
fhe endure the apprehenfion of lofing her 
fand mother, and to forget that ineftima-* 
ble pcrfon to her feemed impoffible ; fhc 
liad not yet recovered the lofs of Mr. Wil- 

B 3 fon 
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foD, for whom (he fiill retained the higheft- 
regard. 

Time infenfibly moved away, and Em- 
meline made a rapid progrefs in fi/er leafn- 
itig; fhe had an underftanding unc ommoq 

by the inftrudlions of Mrs. Wilfon, and 
few could perform on the harpfidrord* or 
guktar equal to Emmeline; needle work^ 
nrfeful and ornamental, fhc was capahle of 
executing .with the greatcft tiicety, her 
Writings were corrcft> and her drawipgft 
excelled by few. 

• Thus happily^ in fweet fequeftered foIi- 
tude, pafled another feven years, and twa 
jnoTC added to them, when Emmeline'8 
bofom was doomed to feel the moft poig- 
nant diftrefs, — Mrs. Wilfon was takeh 
dangeroufly ill to the inexpreffible grief 

of 
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of the forrowing Emmeline, who would 
iiot abfent hcrfelf from her mother's bed-, 
fide, or negleft one moment, wherein there 
appeared a poffibility of being of fervice^ 

Mrs. Wilfbn, fenfible of approaching 
diflblution, and dreading to afflidt Emme* 
line with her apprehenfions, begged her to 
fend a countryman, who generally worked 
in their garden, to folicit the immediate 
attendance of Sir Charles Freemore, ft- 
cretly wifhing, as be had been always 
known a worthy man, to make him guar- 
dian to her beloved Emmeline, and thereby 
eftablifli one friend for her. . 

Emmeline's fears were now verified, her 
heart was breaking with anxiety and grief, 
but efpecially when he arrived, and fhe 
learnt the caufe of his vifit. Mrs. Wilfon 
had made her will, and fhe delivered inlo 

B 4 Sir 
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* Sir Charles's hands a trunk containing all 
her cafli^ except about one hundred pounds 
which fhc left with Emmeline, thinking 
him the fafcft and znoft proper perfbn to 
truft Emmeline's fortune with, and calling 
to her long protedled child, informed 
her fhe mull look on him as her future 
friend. 

Emmeline now faw all fhe dreaded was 
near at hand* Fortune, or friends, were 
alike indifferent to her, if fhe could pre- 
ferve the life of the parent fhe adored ; 
heaven had defigned it otherwifcyher tears 
flowed afrefh; Sir Charles was charmed 
with her fenfibility as well as beauty. 
After many promifes of fidelityoto Mrs. 
Wilfon's requeft, he took his leave. 

The following day Mrs. Wilfon appeared 
much worfe, and fearing death fhould ap- 
proach 
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proach before ihe acquainted Emtneline 
of along concealed fecret, fhe exerted her 
fpirits in order to execute hers intentions ; 
foliciting the attention of her adored child^ 
(he thus began :— 

^^ I believe, Emmeline, you do not know 
that you are not my child, although you 
^^ are called by my name ; your youth as 
^^ yet, my love, has hindered me from in ^ 
^^ forming you what little I know of your 
^< affairs ; and now I fear my momenta 
^* will fcarce allow it." 
. Emmeline was prevented from xeplying 
by fighs and tears, the fear of loiing her 
now poflefied every thought, and fhe Ht* 
tle regarded who or what fhe was ; the ten- 
der, the generous, the ineitimable Mrs« 
Wilfon, was all fhe wifhed on earth, if it 
were pof&btt heaven would allow her {o 
great a blefling. 

M 5 Mrs, 
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Mr&. Wilfon obferved her gtief> and 
endeavoured to ailuage it^ fayingj with a 
ferene finile, *^ deaths my dear, may pro- 
** bably be- not fo near as I expe6jh^ but r&- 
'^ member Emmelinc we. muft fubmit to 
" the will of heaven/' 

Emmeline^ a little encouraged by the 
lively manner ibe exprefled' this, and the 
hopes of her friend's recovery^ iibroTe to 
£ippreis her tears^and attended wi^ fighs 
to what Mrs. Wilfqn (hould reveal,, wha 
thus refumed her narrative :— •• 

^ It is now thirteen yeacs; fines. Mr« 
*f Wilfoni ajad myfdlf w^re paiSing through 
^f a part cf the fbrefl of Axwexiifi, isk Fraoce; 
V By the U^t of the moon,, we perceived 
^ a man gliding: between the trees at a 
^ fliort difiance with a^^cJiild in his armSb 
5 Mr. Wuhfon. ordered j&e:<^ canine ta 

5f flop 
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flop to obfeire him more minutely, and 
^^* in a few moments we faw him leave you 
f* in the foreft^ and run away to a horlb 
«* that was faflrencd to a tree a little way 
*^ off, which he mounted, and rode away. 

** Hearing you innocently call, and fay, 
" ^ pray Allen, take Emmeline with you,* 
"*^ induced Mr. Wilfon to alight from the 
^^ carriage, and take you in. Fearing 
^* (bme ill was intended by the man, he 
*' nnade one of our lervants alight and flay 
^* with me ; then mounting his horie, and 
** taidng our other fervant, purfued him 
*' with amazing fwiftnefs, and luckily over- 
^* took him, jufl as he was turning down 
♦» a lane on the ikirts^ of the foreft. 

*^ I ordered our coachmari to drive with 
'<^ aH po^le fpced to where Mr. Wilfon 
V, Was, as^ I feared for his fafety, who, at 

B 6 ^^ our 
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our arrival, was engaged whh the man, 

and protefted he ftiould not move till he 
** declared what his intentions were by 

leaving the child in that place. * 
He refufed. Mr. Wilfon peremptorily 

infilled on knowing — ^they fought, and 

^^ the man funk beneath Mr^ Wilfoa's 

f^ fword. — Findinghis antagonift too pow- 

^^ erfal, and believing himfelf adead maa^ 

'^/ he made this declaration i — 

*^ That you was of Englift parents, who 
/^ had refidcd fome years in France to 
*^ rcftore the health of your mother^ bujt 
^^ your father, being in the army, wascalled 
/^ to attend his regiment in a diftant 
*^ country, and your brother w^e at Etou 
*^ fchooK ' : ' 

*^ Your mother did not long furvive 
;* your father*s abfence^ and having no rer 

. . ** latiofls 
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** lations in France, her laft requeft was to 
fend you, with all her jewels and money, 
to a fifler's in England, embraced yow, 
*^ and expired. 

^ That he was the fervant fixed on to 
^^ carry you to your relations, and had fet 
^^ out with you accordingly; but, tempted 
by the money, he had ibrmed the rcfo^ 
hiiion of leaving you (where providence 
fortunately deftined we fhould find you) 
to fecure the property for himfelf. 
** Mr* Wilfon, fhocked at this confef^ 
^^ Hon, demanded where your kinfwomaa 
.5^ lived, but the avaricious wretch was 
^* no longer in this world to anfwer to his 
^* crime. 

^^ Mr. Wilfon then fecured the port- 
'^ manteau which was faftened to the borfc^ 
f* and returned to the carriage, where yoa 

'^ feemcd 
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^ feemed very contented and fond of mc ; 
*' and when we came to our deftincdinft, 
*^ we opened il in hopes to trace your fa • 
'* mily, but in vain, there was nothing to 
•* lead to any difcovery; fome cafli and 
^' valuable trinkets, and a few papers with- 
•^ out any ' name, was all it contained, 
^ which were carefully preferved for you, 
*^ and are now in Sir Charles Frecmore^s 
« pofleffion, as you are yet too young to 
'^ be intru-fted with it yourfelf. 

«* Immediately on our arrival' in En- 
gland, I faftened that braeelet on your 
arm, in hopes thereby to difcover your 
^^ friends, but have not yet been {o fortu- 
« nate. That bracelet having the initials, 
*^ K M, encircled with the words, ^ thei 
^* gift of my sister Augusta * 

5* Mr. Wilfon fparcd neither pains or 

l^ expence 
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^ eipence to reflorc you to your family ; 
** but as his efforts were incffeftual, he 
^' determined to call you his own, and we 
" have loved you as fuch from the hour 
** of finding you. I niufl here ohfcrvt, 
^* Emraeline, that I have had feveral chil- 
^^ drerraf my own, who all died in their 
*^ infaincy.. — ^The laft, a-fweet girl about 
5^ three yeacsicddi dfed fix months before 
*^ we found you* Mr;- WiUbn and myfeflf 
'* were incoti&lable for her Il>fs — you^ fup- 
*^ pliediber |^ce, and made us experience 
^^ a ray of faappiiaief&'* 

Emmelkte was aitonifiied) believing tilt 
tfeis hour that fl^ was tfeeir ewn* child* 
Mi-8. WiJfenrhere feemed' exbaufted; and 
dhDpped into a^ftamber tfiat Ernmdine did 
li0t wifh* to difturb, deiigning to mak6 
£irther uiqaitieff when b^r dear friend 

waked. 
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waked.— As foon asflie perceived her ra- 
ther compofed, Ihe walked into the garden 
to mufe on the ftrange recital of occur- 
rences Mrs. Wilfon's kindnefs had in- 
dulged her in relating. — Her fenfes were 
loft in a maze of doubts and perplexities, 
Ihc did not in the leaft doubt the veracity 
of her amiable friend, but wondered at her 
remaining fo long filent on a fiilgeiS: that 
fo materially concerned her, 
. . While Ihe was ruminating on thofe myf- 
terious affairs that agitated her boibm, the 
nurfe came in hafte to call her immediate 
attention ; Emmeline hurried to obey her 
command, hoping to find Mrs. Wilfon 
better frpna her fhort repofe, but, to her 
unfpeakable grief^ found her in the agonies 
of death; fhewasfpeechlefs a few moments^ 

but obfervinp; Emmeline weep, and feeling 

her 
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her tears bedew her hand, as fhe preflcd 
it to her lips, Mrs, WHfon raifed her eyes, 
and making a lad effort to fpeak^ and em- 
brace her tenderly, faid, " Heaven ! pre- 
*^ ferve my Emmeline, who will forever, 

*^ I hope, remember me !" — ^and expired* 
dDc appaiciiiiy wimea to lay more, but 

death put a period to the exertion, leaving 

Emmeline abforbed in a labyrinth of woe ; 

for her only loved and valued friend was 

gone, never — never to be recalled. — Her 

Ipirits at this melancholy crifis received 

fuch a fhock,that fhe funk almofl as fenfe* 

lefs on the bed as was her departed friend, 

and it was with difficulty fhe was recalled 

to life. 

Her grief was now arrived to that height 

as to bear no mitigation, and during the 

remainder of the day, fighs and tears were 

her 



18 smmeline; or^ 

her only language, her heart was too much 
opprefled tofpeak: fofincerely (he regret- 
ted the lofs of the happy fociety fhc had 
fo long enjoyed with this worthy woman ; 
a thoufand things (he had to alk of thiis 

kind friend, that now could not be an- 
fwcre3, and time~aiKl tate ^duTd alone 

difclofe. 

In the evening Sir Charles Freemore 
called to inquire after Mrs. Wilfon's 
health, as alfo to view his lovely charge. ' 

He attempted to perfuade Emmeline to 
quit this houfe of forrow, at leaft till after 
the funeral, but in vain, for Emmeline 
could not be prevailed on to defert the cold 
remains of her dear and valued friend; he 
departed, and Emmeline, with duteous 
care, attended till the day of interment, 
which was the following Sunday. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. H. 

artlefs love ! where the foul moves the tongut, 
And only n^turi fpwltti w4itt natur* thiuki. 



s 



IR CHARLES PREEMORE wa« ft 

gentleman advanced in years, of a very 
friendly difpoiition, and whofe public and 
private charadler raifed him above the 
cenfure of a malignant world ; he had been 
a member for the county in feveral fuc- 
ceffive parliaments^ and by his candour 
and goodnefs of heart, he had gained every 
body's affedlion and refpe<5l. 

He had been a widower fifteen years, 
having loft the amiable partner of his youth 
and lovCi by whom he had only one child 

living, 



50 SMMELINB; ok, 

living, a fon, who at that time was foon 
expeded to return from. his travels. 

The death of Lady Ffectnpre made him 
refolve to pafs the remainder of his days 
in retirement at his country feat, about 
jeven m iles diftant from the rural dwelling 
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great favoritfit)f Sir Charles's from the 
firft time be 'came to live on his eftate, 
v^hich made him ftill happy in convci*fing 
with his excellent widow, 

Emmeline had now to look to this gen • 
tleman for friendfhip and fupport, and a^ 
flie refufed a part of hisJioufe^ he often 
went to fee her at her own, in hopes of 
prevailing on her to remoye,'but her heart 
was fixed on this folitary fpot of her de- 
ceafed friend's, and fhe thought it a crim^ 
to defert it. 

However^ 



THB HAPPY DISCOrERY. 21 

• However, (he grew fo extremely rnelaa- 
cfaoly by being fo much alone in a place 
that was entirely remote from the road, 
and where no perfon was feen for a week 
together, unlefs they had immediate bufi- 
neis at her houfe, that Sir Charles, anxious 
for her health, refblved to remove ^ her* 
from a folitude that, in his ideas, only 
nourifhed her forrows; and accordingly 
appropriated a handfome apartment in his 
houfe for her reception. When it was 
ready, he rode.to.Mifs Wilfon's, and faid 
(he muft not refufb. to accompany him to 
Auburn Hall, as he was apprehenfive her 
health would fufFer by the folitary life fhe 
led, and promifed that her own habitatioa 
fhould, if fhe defired, be vifited by her 
every day. Unable to refufe hi^ welU 
meant intentions^ as alfo fearful of of- 

* 

fending 
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fending, by perfiftihg in remaining where 
flic was, (he accepted his kind invitation, 
although fhe quitted her own dwelling 
with regret. 

Emmeline was near feventeen years of 
«ge — tali in flature — elegant and graceful 
in figure, and her countenance remarkably 
beautiful ; her deep mourning habit made 
her appear, if pdfliblc, more charming. 
As yet (he had been accuftomcd to very 
little company, and a ftranger to all con- 
verfation but dear Mrs. Wilfon's and Sir 
Charles's, and had never been three miles 
from her own village, except twice to vifit 
Sir Charles ; no wonder then at her regret 
at leaving her happy retirement; but as 
fhe was averfe to company. Sir Charles 
never prefied her to appear with them, 
and allowed her to remain in her own 

apartment. 
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apartment^ which to her was a far greater 
pkafure than company, efpecially where 
ail were Grangers to her. 

Soon after her removal to Auburn Hall, 
Alfred Freemore returned from his travels. 

« 

But as bis father bad never mentioned 
Emmeline Wilfbn, it is not to be won- 
dered at that he was ignorant of fuch a 
perfon refiding there, efpecially as fhe^ 
kept very retired in her <)wn apartment. 

Emmeline ufually walked out early in 
tlie morning, and at about fun-fet to en- 
joy the stir; and one evening, as (he was 
taking a foKtary walk in fome of the 
grounds belonging to Sir Charles, indulg- 
ing a profound reverie of her late inefti- 
mable friend, (he was fuddenly alafrmed 
by a horfe leaping over the fence ; the 
furprife terrified her, and fhe uttered a 

loud 
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loud {hriek, at which the gentleman, who 
was on horfeback, alighted, fearing fhc 
was hurt, and hastened to inquire if his 
fears were reaU 

It was Mr, Freemore ; — ^but being un- 
known to each other, his inquiries were 
returned with thanks, and he remounted 
his horfe, and rode away. 

Emmeline took little notice of the 
young gentleman, as Ihe had received no 
hurt; but different fenfations filled the 
bofom of Alfred. — She had, in one mo^ 
ment, alienated a heart from its mailer^ 
and he ardently wiflied to fee her again. 
With thefc thoughts he immediately re- 
turned, in hopes fhe had not yet left the 
place, but his ideas were erroneous, fhe 
was gone — ^and he l)lamed himfelf for not 
continuing a longer converfationt 

Day 
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Day after day, for the fpace of a mOOth, 
he rode that way, anxioufly expe^ing 
fome happy moment might lead her to tbe 
fame place, that he might fee her agdin^ 
— ^and his mind was now fo entirely taken 
up with the beautiful Aranger, that he 
thought of little elfc. 

Sir Charles Preemorc, who tenderly 
loved his amiable ward, the firft perfbn he 
thought it poilible to like fince Lady 
Freemore, now grew extremely enamoured 
of her, and wiihed to offer her his hand 
and fortune in m^riage, but was fearful 
of difcloling his fentiments till he was fure 
Emmeline would not refift his fuit ; with 
thefe hopes he often begged her to join 
his family table when he had no company^ 
and wiftied he could prevail on her iwfaen 
he had, as he much defir9d to prefent htr 
VOL, I. c .1,1 to 
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to his friends, defigning to mention hh 
afFe6lion fot her, and to hear if they ap- 
proved his choice. 

i i Sir Charles fccretly wondered at his 
fon's abfence from home, as he for fom^e 
time had never cared to vifit the Hall from 
morning till night — fo entirely was Al- 
fred'^s mind engrofled with the idea of the 
feir ftranger. 

/Sir Qiarles having fome friends to dine 
with himi folicited Emmcline to do the 
honors of hh table, who, for tbefirft 
time, complied .--^Sir Charles introduced 
her to the company as his ward, and her 
beauty and elegance not only anew 
charmed Sir Charjes, but -enraptured the 
wholQicompany. 

1. After, dinner, he ch treated, as a favor, 
ihd would perform an ^ir on the harpfl* 

'chord. 

Emmcline, 
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Emmeline, who was all obedience, flew 
to perform his orders/ and not only played^ 
but fang a beautiful plaintive air, in me- 
mory of her late dear friend:" the teaf 
trembled in her eye, as the recoUedlion 
of paft happinefs floated ill her imagina- 
tion, (he could not have chofen a finer 
iubjedl to difplay her abilities; as the 
feelings of her heart gave fenfd toibund; 
it was executed' witTiTuch fweetiiefs and 
judgment, as eilchanteSdall her hearers. ' 

In the evening' SiY Charles returned 

• 

with his friends to the houfe of Lord 

• ♦ * ■ 

Henley, where he intended to pafs the 
remainder of it, though' n6t fo happily as 
if he had continued at'hdme with Emm c- 
line. : r ,f; 

Emmeline that day entered into herlaft 
mourning,^ and appeared mbf^^eautiful 

c 1 when 



when dreflcd in white with black orna* 

* 

mentsr— it was extremely elegant. She 
w^s (carce feaied to ,tea in the parlour, 
when aloud rap at the door announced 
the arrival of fomebody particular. Em- 
meline rofe from her feat and haftened to 
her chamber, where fhe was foon followed 
by her maid^ and on Emmeline's demaxKi- 
iag who the vifitor wasi was informed 
^bat Sir Charles's fon was jnft come home^ 
and appeared remarkably ill» complaining 
0f a pain in his hea^d, which ieemed very 
Yiplqnt. i 

Enuncline .lilji^ened with concern, and 
her heart fepling. for th^ iqdjfpofition of a 
fellpw creature, wi(hed, though a ftranger, 
to relieve him, efpecially as his father was 
not at home, ^d accordingly defcended 
to ^hc parlour tP endeavour to cafe the 

pain 
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paiti he complained of; taking a cup with 
fomc lavender-water, and a napkin in her 
hand, fhe walked into the room, whiere 
fhe found Mr. Freemore lying oh the foia 
to all appearance extremely ill, holding a 
handkerchief to his face, and perfeSly 
inattentive to her entrance. His thoughlM 
were too heavy to notice who it was. 

She approached him, getitly bathed hh 
temples, and in foothing accents, bq^d 
to_know if he found any abatement t)t 
his complaint, or if ihe could do any 
thing elfe to relieve him ? 

Alfred at once roufed by a voice fo 
fweet, inftantly recolledled it was the fame 
that fpoke and charmed in the meadow, 
and rifing haftily from his Ifeat in furprife, 
he faid, — " Pardon my being infenfible 
" of the honor that attended me — ^believe 

c 3 " me. 
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" jnc, ipadan), I api jitiorethan reftored 
** by.yaurg^nefpus care-— for I am hap- 

.He; declared bimfelf much better, but 
be Ipo^ed with fuch aftonifhment as 
greatly ,embaf railed Emmeline. She en- 
treatecl he: would fit down and bear her 
company, ^n dpnking a difli of tea or 
CpfFeCj wbipb prpbably ^ould more efFec- 
tpally relieve him. — ^He. accepted the ia- 
TijLation^ an4- exprefled himfelf happy, and 
greatly obliged to her. 

He faw it was the fame beautiful perfon 
he met in the meadow, and had ever 
fince that time adored her, though he 
could not tell who (he was, or where ihe 
relided ; yet he fecretly wondered how 
Ihe came there^ and the reafon — for he 
©bferved the fervants .obeyed her as if (he 

had 
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had been their miftrefs. — ^A thoufand 
doubts and fears crowded themfelves on his 
imagination ; — nor was Mifs Wilfon far 
fliort of the fame confufion— (he remem- 
bered him the moment he fpoke, and her 
heart received, for the firft tim^j a power- 
ful impreffion in favor of Alfred Free- 
more. 

EqualljT cmbarralTed they repaired to 
the tea table, each in hopes of recovering 
from that furprile which vifibly appeared, 
in both ^ Alfred ftill continued tp^gaze^ 

with amazement,, unable tp fuppred^.the 

• •» •■- •'• ,»* 

agitation of his bofom — new fears aiiail 
him — he longs, yet dreads to afk the rea- 
fon of her being at Auburn Hall, and 
painfully endured the moft tormenting 
emotions till the tea was near being r?-^ 
moved. , r . 

c 4 Being 



^2 -'^ 



EM^lSTELtNE ; OR, 



' Beihg a little more agqnainted, the 
anxiety of his heart would not permit him 
to r^ihamf longer filent; and taking her 
Bind, 'fieTaid, ^* 'Think me not rude, 
^* madam, if I alk (and I hope you will 
** not eonfider me impertinently intfuifi- 
^ tive) the caufe of you being in my 
^* father's houfe, and that too fo ferret, 
^ that Aough^ I have been here above two 
^ months, I have been igtrorant that ydtr 
** refid^ed here, and till this day have He- 
^ Ver Bad the pleafure of feeing yotr. — 
**' Once by accident I wds fb happy, but 
^ then I knew not where you lived." 

Emmeline, wilting to oblige him, re- 
lated her little narrative, and ga>^e eveify 
account fhe was Capable of from her ear- 
lieft remembrance, not forgetting the 
obligations (he lay under to dear Mrs. 

Wilfon. 
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Wiiforiy and the^ reafon of Sir Charies^s 
removing her; from the! cottage to Auburn 
Hall.- 

^ lAJfred was Chappy to find the perfeti he 
long had fecretly loved, inhabited a part 
of the EblL The idea flattered his wiihes, 
for he fondly hoped time mi^t bids bim 
^kh an opportunity of revealing bis af* 

Emitieline retired early to her chamber, 
leaving Alfred to indulge his own feofa^ 
lions. 

No fponer had fhc withdrawn, than the 
ideia of the' young gentleman occupied 
every thought. She thought him the moft 
engaging young man (he had ever heboid^ 
—Love had ftolen into ber bofbm, and 
prefented to her imagination Alfred every 
thing amiable— r-yet flie confidered the re-* 

c 5 fpe6l 
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ipcA and aifedlion (he had for him arofe 
from his being related to her now only 
friend;— ^^ but if fo," faid (he, '^ why 
*^ fhould I be thas uneafy ? — ^why do t 
" feel impatient to fee him again ?" 

Alfred, equally agitated between hope 
and defpair, was as anxious for the diawn 
of days as foon as it arrived be^ arofe^ 
and, contrary to his general cuftoni, 
walked into' the garden, where the rei» 
coUedlion of Eranieline pofleflfed every 
thought. 

Emmelinc, as ufual, the moment (he 
arofe, took her morning's walk there alio, 
where, to her gr^eat furprife, (he met .Mr. 
Freemore. 

The compliments of .the day were juft 
paft, when (he quitted him to purfuc het 
ufual walk. 

Alfred 
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Alfred followed, and politely intreated 
permiffion to attend her, as he found it 
impoffible to fullain her abfence ; — fhc 
would have refufed, but inclination 
prompted her to accept this companion 
in her little excurfion. They walked 
about the garden for near an hour, ad- 
miring the beauties of that charming feat^ 
liftening to the lark's fweet notes that 
hailed the roly morping, gathering flowers, 
and forming nofegays, till the time 
called Alfred to return to breakfaft, and 
Emmelirie to her apartment. 



c 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Love reckons hours for months, and days for yeacSi 
And cfTf ry Httle abftnce i» ant age« 



AVhEN Alfred Was feated with his 
father at bfeakfaft, hk tnitid devoted to 
Emmeline^ afid the anxiety h6 endured to 
know why (he wad there, And Sir Charles 
never mention it ;— -Unknowing what to ' 
imagine, he began t6 try to bring about, 
an explanation. 

" I have been walking this morning, 
^y Sir/' faid Alfred, *^ round your grounds, 
" where every thing, I allow, appears 
'* charming ; but the remembrance of my 
^^ dear mother filled my thoughts as I was 

'* returning 
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" retwning homeward^ «^ I rec6lle<9: 
** how happy we were in her life. She, 
^ I knowj cannot be recalllcd-H-but I have 
** often wondered in my own mind that 
^' you ricTor nf^arried a^n;'* 

^^ Aye, Alftcd^' replied Sir Charles, 
*^; and to'&y thcAruthy I really believe I 
'* fbaH marry again*** 

^ Do you really i Sir,?'* returned Alfred, 
whofe heart fdt very imcafy at the deck- 
rition/ ... 

" There is a young lady to whom I ani 
•^ guardian,*' 'feid Sir Charles, *^ who I 
** finc6fely cfteemcd long before I was 
" itttrufttd with the^ eharge, and fince 
** has perfeAly captivated me/- 
. *« Hal catii it be?" faid Alfred,. with 
energy, already dreading the petfon he 
meant wad Smmeline, yet fearful Sir 

Charles 
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Charles fhould obfenre his lincafincfs in- fo' 
ardently exprefling his furprife. Then, 
with a figh, afted-^^* Do you imfigtne'fhc 
" loves you, fir?" :: !> . . r- i 

*^ That I am unable to determine; as 

■ 

" yet I havd never mentioned a.woird of 
** my paflioh for ber^ ncM* woiild I if I 
" thought (he was thelqaft arerfe-t+tur' 
" that I do not fear, for fhe is a kiild af- 
^* ife^lionatc creature as ^vcrliyed." 

<' And pray, fir," faid Alfi-ed, « if I 
^* do not take too great a. liberty, :may I 
^ alk where this lady lives;?" ,.j '. 

*^ Lives 1" replied Sir Charles, ** why 
"^ in my houfe — but (he has at prefent 
•^ fuch an ayerfion to company, that I can 
" fddom prevail on' "her to brcakfaft, dine, 
" or flip with me — ^to be fure (he has loft . 
« a very worthy friend, an ttcellent wo- 

*^ man. 
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*^ man, which has made her extremely 
'^ melancholy, and I do not intrude on 
" her fbrrow, for I think it befpeaks a 
^ feeling heart/* 

Alfred's fpirits were fuddenly deprefled, 
fearing all his pleafing hopes were fruf 
traled, and was for a few minutes fiknt, 
Apprehenfiye that Sir Charles would think 
fomcthing > extraordinary by his filence^ 
he iaid^ — ^^ Probably, fir, her afFedlions 
" may be engaged, and if fo, I am certain 
*^ you would not wifti to eftrange her 
5< love from the objedt of her inclina- 
" tions/' 

Sir Charles bit his lips in vexation, and 
replied, " A rival* I cannot bear even to 
*^ think of — ^but in that cafe I think I could 
** refign her; — ^no-— no — ^I have always 
'' been an upright man, and would not 

^^ accept 
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'^ accept her hand, if conflraincd^ I affiire 
'' ybu." 

*^ And is it fo very difficult t6. preV^l 
*^ on your fair ward to j6in our breakfaft 
^' tabic to-day ? — I have a great defire to 
'^ fee the lady you intend for your bride.'* 

Sir Charles, rather confufed, faid, ^' I 
^* will endeavour j'^^-^he rang the bell-^a 
fervant entered, and he faid, ^^Prcfcrit 
*^ my compliments to Mifs Wilfon, 
*^ and fay, I fliould eftecm it a. fa- 
^^ vor if fhe will oblige me with her com* 
^* pany to breakfaft."— The fervant retired. 
Sir Charles walked two or three times 
back and forward the room^--then ieated 
himfelf at the table with Alfred \ — .'* be 
*^ not furprifed, Alfred, for you will fee 
f a very beautiful young woman I afliire 



" you." 



Alfred 
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Alfred h6We&. ■ 

EmmeRnc gladly obejned the ftiimhortsi 
— love fecretly whifpered her Alfred' was 
thett, arid tbe'boi^s' of feeihg hifn in- 
duced her td atterrd; to the inexpreflible 
pleaiure of all parties. 

Sir (!3iai4e8 rofe to receive her, and m-- 

• - r 

troduced her to his (on — then led her to 
a feat, and paffed a ttW coniplmients on 
the brilliancy of her lookV— hoped'fhe was 
better, and her melancholy for her amiable 
friend abating. ' * 

EmmeKnc politely thanked him for the 
kind concern be took in her health and 
welfare — ^partook of their breakfaft, and, 
immediately as itf was finifhedi retired. 

Alfred, unwilling to lofe this opportu- 

' ■ ' ' ' 

nity of fpeaking to her, inftantly followed, 

and afcending the flairs, entreated fhe 

would 



, would favor him with her company, if but 
for . an . hour'^ \va\k ,in the garden, after 
dinner,, /.;,:,. . , ._:, 

i 

.^ EiTjp^clifle, mad? no reply, fhe with4re^ 
her hand — ^but Alfrpd iflcmgined her filence 
gave confent. Alfred then .returned, to 
the p^Iour to bid JSjr^pbarlc? ^oodjn^ora- 
ing, for his horfeand ^rvant was re^dy, 
and he was gpipgto t^ke his ufual ride,. 
Emmeline from the kft intery^i.qye foui;^ 

hc^fclf;niu(fh,difcpmpt|fe^ hy A^ijftcd'a.pir-f 
cumfpe6l behaviom* before his fatI^er, aa^ 
began tp fear 'hLC hadtoo mucl^, eng;aged 
her afFedtio^ns fc^r hej- peap,q of piind : 
dreading the afeenidancyj Ijp feemed tp 
command, in her heart, (he refolyed in 
future, tp ayoid h|m,. and not to :walk in 
the garden, left by accident (he Ihould 
meet him. 

For 
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For this reafon (he kept clofe to her 
apartment^ and feigned indifpofition as ani 
excuse for her abfence, when Sir Charles 
folicited her company. Sir Charles was 
troubled — but ^no one can defcribe the 
tormenting thoughts that opprelled the 
bofom. . of Alfred ;— ^ach minute was 
an hour-^Hie met him not when, he ib 
ardently, fequefted her company, and thp 
difappointmwit made him extremely un- 
happy. 

As Sir Charles remained filent con-^ 
cerning her, Alfred feared to introduce 
any inquiry.— -Eight tedious days pailed 
on, and he could not obtain a light of her, 
and he dreaded, during that time, that 
his father's fuit might be favored, by her 
before he could gain an opportunity of 
difclofing his own paffion — an idea that 

drove 
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drove him nearly to phren^y; and the 
painfiii emotions of his heart were with 
dtificuky concealed from his refpet!led 
parent. . 

Emmelinc fnffered much by his ab- 
fence, but determined td conquer what 
(he thought m abfurd partiaSky^ aifvd 
embrace the earli^ft opportontty that of»^ 
fered to aik Sir Charles's permiilioii for 
her to return to her own cottage. 

As foon as (he had ieen Alfred talus 
hode one mormng, ihe completed her 
m(h, faw Sir Charles, and obtained her 
requeft to go to her own dwelling a ihort 
time, faying (he wanted to look over fome 
books and papers of importance, as alio 
it would give her pleafure to look orcr 
the habitation, once the refidence of her 
eftcemed and worthy friend Mrs. Wilfon. 

The 



The requeft Sjr Charles bad no wifh to 
refufe^ for as Ihc had fome days pad com* 
plained ' of iodiiipoEtion^ he hoped change 
of piace nlight accelerate her recovery. 

Etnmeline^ charmed that Sir Charles 
bad confented to her removal from ^ the 
ball^ haftcned to prepare for this little 
journey, and was fo expeditious to be 
gone before Alfred returned, taking with 
her her old fervant, who had formerly 
lived with Mrs. Wilfon, 

Vain were the efforts of Emmeline to 
cbafe from her unind the image of Alfred, 
yet fhe hoped when fhe arrived at the 
dwelling of her late dear friend, for whom 
(be fltll retained the deepeft fcnfe of gra- 
titude, that afFe<5lion and reverence for 
this befl of friends, indeed mothers, as 
fhe in general called her, would banifb 

from 
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from her bofom, an infant pafEon, already 
too powerful for her repbfe. 

Flattered with this delufion, Jheleft: Au- 
burn Hall and its>inhabitants. Sir Charles 
flie looked on as a friend, a father to her, 
but the idea of banifliing Alfred from her 
heart, to endeavour to think of him no 
more, or with indifference, was a painful 
talk, and occ'afioned her to drop a tear 
aS'flie ftepped into the carriage, and with 
a melancholy deJQiSlion (he continued hei* 
little ride. 

Alfred endured the unfpeakable morti- 
fication of three days longer before he 
ventured to inquire after the perfon to 
whom he was fondly attached. He waited 
with impatiejice to fee Celia, £mmeline*s 
maid, and wondered at her abfence. He 
determined to watch for her, .but bis at- 
tempts were inefFedual. 

He 
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He accidentally met another female 
fefrarit, of whom, he alked if Gclia was 
difchargcd ; .her anfwer was^ 'f. Sir, (he is 
^^ gone) away with Mift Wil&n." 

^^ Mifs Wilfon !-^good heaven ! — ^has 
« Mifs Wilfon left Auburn Hall P" that (he 
was gone was fufficientyhe feehied like 
pne difiradlcd: ... , , ; •• 

Fearing his emotions might be per- 
ceived, he hurried' into the garden, and 
gave a loofe to his agonizing thoughts, 
He,in}^gine4 Sir CJbarles had fent her out 
of the way intending to marry her — the 
fijfpicion was torture ; but coJle6\ing his 
fpirits, he determined to return and iafk 

of the intelligent maid, if flie knew what 
place Mifs» Wilfon hadi reAfioved to ? 

As he was returning to the houfe, he 
liiet his father. Emmeline being fo in- 

tirely 
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tirdj in his thoughts^ he could not help 
enqitirih^ after her health. Sir Charles 
informed him (he was better. 

« Pray fir/* faid Alfred, '' wril fee dine 
*« with you to day V* 

" No r* replied Sir Charles, '^ flic is 
*' gone from here*" 

'^ Gone, fir," exclaimed Alfred, ^* is her 
** ftay to be long?" 

*M do not know," refumed the old 
gentleman, " I hope (he will return in a 
♦^ few days :'* and he feemed impatient to 
drop the fubjeiSt. 

• Alfred, who till this moment never 
doubted his father's veracity, began to 
fufpedl he bad difcovered his ^e&ton for 
Emmeline, acKi had fen t her on .that ac* 
count out of the way ; and that the intel- 
ligence of her return Was only to amufe 

him^ 
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him, but thinking it his duty to believe, 
he appeared fsttisfied, and faid no more i 
but walked apparently contented, though 
exceedingly the reverfe, into the parloui" 
te dinner. 



VOL. I. XT GHAJ^» 



*8 SMUElillTE; OB, 



CHAP. IV. 

My charmed cars ne*er knew 

A (bund of fo much rapturcj fo much joy I 



JLIlNNER being ended, he fought the 
maid who informed him of Emmeline's 
abfence firft, and afked if Mife Wilfou 
was gone to London, or to her own houfe, 
the girl, who did not exa<9;Iy know, re- 
plied^ that fhe had heard Celia fay they 
were not going above feven miles diftant, 
and their duration would be but fliort. ^ 

Alfred hoped, from what he heard, that 
her return would be fpecdy, but left it 
fhould be the contrary, he ordered his 
Morfe, de(igning to ride unattended to the 

habitation 
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liabitation purchafed by the late Mrs, 
Wilfon, in cxpc6tation of feeing Emme- 
line^ and if he did not find her tbere^ it 
would be but -a pleafant ride* 

Accordingly he rodd out, but to pre- 
vent the leaft fufpicion of his intended 
excurfion, he firft rode round his father*^ 
meadows^ fo that it was evening before he 
reached Emmeline^s folitary abode. 

When he arrived within about ten mi- 
nutes walk of the houfe> he left his borie^ 

and turning down a bye road that led to 

« 

the dwelling, a fragrant garden prefented 
itfelf, into which he pal^d through a 
little gate, and faw at a fmall diilance 
another, over which a lady was leaning. 
Believing it to be Emmeline, he fliut 
the gate rather loud, whiph alarmed her, 
who demanded if that was Celia enter- 
ing? 
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The voice, to his great joy, was Emme- 
iine*s ; he Hopped, fearing his fuddcn ap- 
pearance ifiight forprize ber^ and iaid, 
^^ No madam !. — my name is Frecmore.*' 

Emmeline oveijoyed to hear the name 
'of a perfon fo beloved, and wbofe idea, 
iirom the moment (he quitted Auburn Hal]> 
bad entirely poflefled her thoughts, turned 
witb an air of complaifance to meet him ; 
inftant recollection made her check the 
l,indtnefs of her addrefs, and ihe advanced 
(ilowly ta welcome him^ expreffing how 
:happy fhe. was to be honoured with fo 
kind a vifit to her lonely dwelling, and 
entreated him to walk in and reft himfelf 
after his little journey. 

Alfred gladly, but filently confented.— - 
As yet he knew not Emmeliac's fenti^ 
.ments towards him— flie might be en^ 

gaged 
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gaged— and was fearful of rifking ber 

V 

efleem by confibffing his'pallion, yet he 
could not endure a longer fuipenfti and 
reiblved to embrace the prefent c^portu- 
nity of declaring the fincerity and ardour 
of his a£Pe£iion» 

^5 Madam," faid he, *^ I am come bj 
" my fetbcr's wi(h, to inquire afiar your 
^^ health, and to entreat you wiil iboa re^^ 
'^ turn to Auburn Hall; for.fiam jfou^ 
" have abfented yourfclf from tba.! once 
^^ hap9y habitation, all appears defblatQ, 
^ and all fpvcrely feel the cibange*..*' 

Emmelioie* embarral&d at Ihia rclicita* 
tipni and already knowing Sir Cbaries^j 
kindnefa was ds^^ted by love, (u^uch wa9 
one of her rcafbns for leavoig tbcv Hall) 
replied, ^* fir, you rauft esicufe me, rea- 
" fons of a Ycry particular nature cQm<< 

D 3 ^« pel 
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^ pel me to remain where I am ;'* aiwi 
flie could not reprefs a figh at the idea. 

Alfred urged to know what diflike (lie 
rould have to a family who all adored her^^ 
to which fhe replied, *' that is my only 
** reafc^, and to me a misfortune. — t am, 
'* fir, continually receiving favours, with* 
•* out pofleffing abilities to return thcni, 
*^ and thofe obligations diilrefs me ex-* 
•* tremely/^ 

*^ Pardon me> Emmeline> for doubt- 
'* irig you; I fincerely believe you con- 
** ceal the real caufe, — tell me, I beg you 
** will confider me as a friend, anxioas 
•* for your happinefs, — ^fay, is it fo very 
*^ painful to receive favors from thofe 
*^ who truly efteem you ?*' 

*^ Your earneft folicitation, Alfred, de- 
^* mands an explicit reply; and though 

« you 
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*^ you may be difplealed at what I Ihall (ay, 
^* it is neceflary^ I fliould inform you your 
^^ father^ a gentleman for whom I have 
*^ a profound rcfpcA, and who I con- 
iider myfelf bound to efteem as a friend^ 
but nothing more^ has declared his 
love for me^ and entreated I would give 
^^ him my hand in marriage. — On many 
** accounts, fir, I cannot accept the ho- 
nor be intends by making me his wife : 
— Sir Charles is pofitive, and will not 
^ .be refufed, he is angry, and thinks it 
ingratitude in me to oppofe this wifh. 
of his heart; firftj fir, I fincerely dc- 
'^ clare I do not love him, though I revere 
" him with the afFedlion of a daughter . — 
^^ and I never will marry the man I do not 
** truly love. Second, did I confent to 
*' this alliance for the fake of title or for- 

i> 4 " tune. 
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^' txific, I confider it would be wronging 

" you, by reducing your fortuae- — that, 

" Mr. Freemore, I will never do. And 
€< laft ^^ . 

Emmeline hefitated, unable to proceed 
-»-flie looked conflifed — flie appeared un- 

Do pray^ madam/* faid AlGrifdy 
oblige me, and explain your lafl: reafon, 
as you have honored rae with ypur con- 
^r fidence, believe me anxious to know 
" the fentiments of your heart that. ^pi« 
" pears fo very unealy.** 

^^ To be fincere, fir, I muft own my 
'^ heart is otherwife engaged.*' 

This confefiion fomewhat alleviated the 
cares of Alfred with regard to his Is^er^ 
))ut he was mortified at the conchifion.-^ 
He fighed,. and faid, " That man who was 

« bleft 
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^ bleft with the afi^ions of fuch an an- 
^f gel, might be jnftly envied by all the 
« world-'' 

^^ Fye> flatterer,—'' &id Bawtocline,. 
^* I never thought Alfred Frcei»or« on^ 
«* till now— fincerity bed becoxne9 you ••'*[ 
and iihe roie to qi^it hio). 

Alfred iei«ed her hand, and> in a ionxr 
of defpair, exclaimed, *^ Qh ! Emmeline \ 
^* pftrdon me — if yow knew my hcairt you 
** would ; but if ever ypu wifhed to 
•^ oblige the family of Fxeemore, fay — • 
^ fay. — ^who is fo happy to be bleft with 

your afFe(5lion, that I may congratulate 

his good fortune^ and mourn my own 
^ ill fate/* »' 

Emmeline was greatly afib6icd, and 
alarmed at the manner of his addreft-*' 
and replied, *^ Seek not to know whs^f I 

© 5 ^ vvifli 
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^^ wifh I Jiad ever been a ilranger to— 
*^ in this folitude I may feel content — T 
" only requeft to remain here— the me- 
^' lancboly ideas that at times fill this bo* 
^^ fom, ought not to call a gloom over 
^« the inhabitants of Auburn HalU'* 

*^ No, Emmeline, I cannot permit you 
** to indulge melancholy ideas, and if 
** your heart is fad, folitude will laever 
^^ chace it away ; fufFer me to prevail on 
" you to return, I would exert every en- 
" dcivour to render you happy. — ^You 
** anfwer me not — have I offended ? — arff 
^^ you difpleafed With me?" 
: «* Far otherwife. I efteem you Alfred 
*^ . — I wifh for your happinefs.' . I wouldr 
<* do any thing to promote it that was 
*' reafonable*" 

\ ^* Return to Auburn Hall, if you ef- 
' ^^ teem 
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*^ teem me — ^make me happy by your pre- 
" fence, though your heart is aoothci^s.'* 
*^ What a poor confolation,!' faidEm- 
m^ne, f' if you believed my heart ano^ 
" ther's, reafon ought to convince you 
*^ xny abfence would be far more prefer- 
*^ able ;r— and if I did return, I fear Sir 
^^ Charles would diftrefs me with a con- 
*^ tinuation of his addrefles. which, tu I 
" have jfaid before,, my. heart will not let 
^^ me accept^'* 

*^ Happy (hould J feel myfelf, :C0uld I 
afpire to the honor of your afFe^ion^ 
but pne more worthy enjoys that feli- 
city, and deprives me of every, hope/* 

Alfred," fhe replied, ^* have a better 
opinion of yburfclf. You are j Sir 
*^ Charles Frcemore's fon, I am Em mo- 
**- line Wilfon ; there is not a . being 

j> 6 " ©xifting. 
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^ etiSdng^ I ^hink xnox^e vforthy, tnort 
^^ amiable than youffelf; i hold you inr 
^^ the highedft eilimation^et »ot miC- 
^^ placed afSb&idn inoUne jou to defre-^ 
^ cdale your we»1;h ; I fhould be angry if 
** I thought your good fenfe could deviate 
^ bteatrd you imagine yourfelf difep'- 

^s Imagine^ madabn }«^*^-t4I>id you : fay 

^* I only imagine >* - . ; • 

*^ Sir t" replied Emmeliiie, fnriling;; 

^^ Trifle not, deareft EmmeUne^if you 

^ kiiew the anxiety- that tOFsne^ts. my 

<^ heiart, which \^ix» for y<ju a?lone, you 

^* would pity m6.i-.^-i-Tell me, I conjure 

'«f you, what you mcanK-^you fey there 

^^exiUs not a being in the world you 

•^ thiidc more, irbrtby^^you: efteem ine-— 

^^ aad that I imagine oiyfelf difappointed^ 

'. i " do 
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^^ do i only imagine j-^^rnay^ I bog^ I am 

*^ Ifiot indifferent to you- ?*' 

^' you are not ;" faid Emmpline, 
.Atfi&d pr,eilcd the band I^e held to hh 

m 

hp^. ' He continued the cpm^rcrfation be« 
tvr^&ft doubt and hope^:a(id was fo happy 
to iindi before be quitted tbe .cottage^ 
tluftt £9uneKne pernikted him tp kape^ 9^ 

fhe again repeated the high r^ml.ib^ 
b^d for him, and vdunt^rily eoflf^led iha 
preferred no other. 

Alfred was now b^py^ he belicivfed he 
«w»a fer from indifferent to Eiwto^Iine, be 
Tem/5mbcred all fhe bad faid, and flattered 
laifljftjf (he (pved hin>. Timq would not 
permit his vifit to be long, be again- en- 
ctr*2rted (he wquld r^wp tp Aal^urn Hall^ 
.and bade l^r be under ^ appr^eni)on|s 
<d hi» fa4(her cofitinuing hia aKidre^$> for 

he 
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he had declared fome time ago^ that he 
would not accept her hand if fhe preferred 
any perfon before him ; adding withal, 
that Sir Charles was ignorant of this^ifit, 
and his afFedtion for her, and begged fl)e 
would not mention it, till he had refolved 
how to aft, as he did not wifli to caufe 
his father any uneafy fufpicions^ or excite 
his refentment. , 

i Erameline afTured him that fhe would 
return in a few days, if he thought (he 
would be free from Sir Charles's addreflcs, 
for as fhe had faid another obje6l cfeimed 
place in her efteem, fhe muft alfo fay, his 

love gave her great uneafinefs.-^ ^Alfred 

then departed. 

' Emmeline was now far happier thaft fhe 
'had'bceri for a tohg time, imagining her- 
felf beloved by the only perfoftv in the 

world 
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world ihe wiflied to pleafc, and retired ta 
her chamber^ infinitely more contented 
than flie had done fince the death of Mrs. 
Willbn, for whom fhc ftill lamented, 
though time had blunted the keenneis of 
her forrow. 

Next mornmg, while Alfred was at 

breakfaii with his father^ he again inquired 

after the health of Emmeline — faying, 

Ihe by this time might ha\'e recovered 

from the indifpofition (he complained of, 

entreated him to writQ for her return, 

efpecially as they expedled fome vifitors 

from London, to whom he thought it was 

iieceflaiy Ihe fhould be introduced, for as 

the company were ftrangcrs to Sir Charles*^ 

guardianfhip, hearing a young lady lived 

there, they might entertain ideas to her 

prejudice. — *^ The world, fir/* continued 

Alfred^ 
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Alfred, ^^ i» too apt to think and fpeak 
•* unfavorably, and tet riot Etnmcline'a 
^* charadlor fuffcr by an unthinking neg- 
^* • Ieic9:,~-I hope you will pardon me for 
'♦ offiaring my fuggeftions.'* 

*^ Certainly, certainly," replied Sir 
Charles, '^ I really did npt give the fubjeA 
^ 9L thought, copvirtced of that fwcet 
*« girl's reiSUtude of conduct, and amiftble 
^ manners, as alfo the honor of my own^ 
^ intentions, I did not ftudy the opinion 
f of the world. You are rights Alfred, 
♦* envy, illnnalure,. and calumny, arc 
** always in waiting to opprefs the inno^ 
^^ cent. — I thank you for the hint ; Em-. 
^ incline, if flic knew the kindnefs of 
** your defign, would thank you alfo.-*- 
** We will go and bring her home imme-r 
'* diately."^ 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly he ordered tlie .eomage, 
aadj» attended by bi& fon^ ordered to be 
drove to Mife Wilfon's, Tbc difeourfe 
was principally concerning ber : — Sir 
Charles acknowledged be loved ber more 
than ever, her {hort abfence bad encreafed 
bis affection, apd he declared be meant 
to efpoi^e her the firil opppi-^unity. 'Al- 
fred was uneafy^ but believing the fin- 
cerity of Emmeline^ when fhe proiK>unced 
Ihe never would marry Sir Charles, found 
be muft a6i with caution, till a more &-i 
Yornble time fhould oflTcr of difdoiing 
bis fentimentjsi. 

Bmmcline received them with extreme 

politenefs, but appeared greatly difcon-^ 

ccrted, by behaving fo diflapt to the 

amiable Alfred. 

Sir Charles intreated her to go home 

with 
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with them, telling her it was neceflary for 
her to appear in the expe6ted company^ 
and he would not permit her to refufe* 
' The - requeft almoft amounting to a 
command^ obliged her to comply, though 
in reality much againft her inclinations ; 
for fhe found a greater pleafure in that 
lonely habitation, contemplating the me- 
rits and elegant behaviour of the defervfng 
Alfred, where (he was at liberty to indulge 
her own (enfations, as alfo happy in inha- 
biting her paternal dwelling, (as fhe ufed* 
to call it) where the generofity of its Tate 
owner am'ufed her melancholy, and often 
drew the tear of gratitude and afFedlion 
from her eyes. 

• Sir Charles, after taking .fome refrefh- 
ment, and having walked about and ad- 
mired the fweet manner the garden was 

laid 
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laid out, returned with Emmeline, Alfred^ 
and- Celia, to Auburn Hall, once more 
happy in being bleft with Emmelinc'scom- 
parvy. 

Alfred experienced a fecret delight in 
the thought that the perfon he loved 
deareft in the world was returning t6 the 
fame boufe that contained him, hoping^ 
.as being nearer to her, he might the more 
often be bleft with her company* 

In about a fortnight the vifitors arrived, 
conlifting of Mrs. Oakeley, who was Sir 
Charles's fiiler, her daughter, and Lord 
Harkland. 

Emmeline's gentle and agreeable be- 

Jbiaviour, gained her the eftecm of all the 

company ; Mrs. Oakeley in particular 

adored her, and Chairlotte Oakeley thought 

proper to honor her with her friendlhip. 

Lord 
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Lord Hai'kland faw Emmeline^ and loved 
bciv^would I could fay his intentions were 
honorable, or that the fecret wiflies of bift 
heart correfponded with the external ap- 
peerance of a moft amiable, haudibme, and 
accomplished gentleman. 

Fpom the moment he beheld Emmeline, 
hi$ ideas were planning to ibture her &ir 
hitn&lf» As yet Sir Charles had not mada 
known the afi^i6tibn he had for her lo his. 
iiiker^ Of any one elfe, but had mentioned 
the ctrcuQiflancefl Mrs. WiKon related to- 
him^ and the orphan flatc of his ward« 

Lord Harkland liftened attentively, and 
the more be learnt Emmeline's unibr-^ 
tunate hifiory,^ tbe more eafy be Relieved 
iuB could obtain her. 

He thought that the allurements o£ 
grandeur, the gaiety of an elegant equi-r 

pagc^ 
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page^ the Vanity of being beloved by a 
fine gentleman^ and admired for her 
beauty by every body, were fuificient in- 
ducenlents to entice the iviDOceDt heart of 
a iimple country girl from the paths of 
virtue, 

Sametiraes he checked thefe thoughts ; 
and his better genius interpofed, and io* 
dined him to afk her hand in an honorable 
way, as he found he could not forbear to 
love her 5 but this idea was of fhort du- 
ration, for befides being a great libertine, 
he was exceedingly proud, and this pr*idc 
taught him to difdain an alliance with a 
foundling poilefled of a few hundred 
pounds at moft, and that by the benevo- 
lence of a ftranger, when fo many ladies 
of rank and fortune he had faved his 
heart from admiring, — ^now, like many 

great 
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great gentlemen, he thought the poor 
were to be the prey of the rich, Emme- 
line^ educated and brought up in a fmall 

* 

dwelling, far, very far from the glittering 
pomp of greatnefs, was in his mind a 
being beneath his notice ; and if his at- 
tempts fucceeded, fhc had no friends to 
find fault or redrefs her wrongs. — He 
thought her a fit objedl for a miftrefs, 
but defpifed the thought of making her 
his wife, , though he loved her to dif- 
tra<Slion. 

Though Charlotte Oakeley was a more 
Suitable companion for Emmeline in point 
of ye^rs, yet Emmeline found more plea- 
fure in the company and converfation of 
the worthy Mrs. Oakeley, and would 
often devote feveral hours of the day to 
her, forgetting Charlotte, Sir Charles, and 

all 
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all the world but Alfred — ^his idea was • 
never abfent from her mind. 

Mifs Oakeley was a lady of great for- 
tune, inheriting great property from her 
father's mother, and twenty thoufand 
pounds left her by her godmother. Her > 
uncle, who had long had it in contem- 
plation, now fecrctly refolved to bring 
about an union between her and hisfon— • 
beginning alfo to fear the attraction of 
the beautiful Emmelihe. might engage his 
affe&ions. 

Sir Charles one day informed him of 
his intent, and defired him to think of 
Charlotte Oakeley as his deftined bride, 
it being no new thought, for that he and 
Mr. Oakeley, her father, had propofed it 
a fliort time before he died. 

Alfred was exceedingly hurt at the re- 

queft. 
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queft^ and aiiented only by W bow^ ^h^ 
he muft have time to ccmfider^ fts fcc 
never had the moil diftatit^thoeght of fuch 
a propcriaL 

Sir Charles flattered bimfelf, that the 
large fortune of his ni6cc, and her hand?- 
ibtne peribn^ would infure Alfred's aP- 
fedtions, and from that hout WaJ ilet«cfr 
happy, but when he faw him m Chdrldite's 
company. 

Alfred was deeply embarfaffed*— M^ 
Oakeley he never Hked^ and now^dtf^oved 
of her more than ever. He ibmetiines 
thonght of lettii^ his father know the 
afc^ndency Emmelkse held in his T^^ri, 
and , the utter impofiibility '« of > obeying 
him in the i^cpieft relative to; Miis Oake* 
ley. But on more mature conlid^j^fl^tion^^ 
he thought it neceiSary to feign an eileem 

for 
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for Charlotte^ well knowing his father 
would never confent to his love for Em- 
meline^ and as (he in general walked out 
with Mifs Oakeley^ he thought it would 
not appear lingular his being in her com« 
pany. 

Thus under the veil of converfing with 
Mifs Oakeley, he had the opportunity of 
feveral hours of Emmeline's company— 
and the firft time he could poffibly ob- 
tain a trifling difcourfe with her alone^ he 
informed her of his father's refolution and 
command^ but aflured her of his invio- 
lable love, which no power on earth could 
ever diminifh, or eftrange the fincere af- 
fedlions fhe had inspired in his bofom. 

Emmeline was diftrefled beyond de- 
fcription^ at a command that baniflied all 
her hopes-^he believed her dependence 

TOL, I. t was 
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Wis fm^l, and knowing the vail ibrtune 
of Mifs Oakeley^ and the value almofl 
every one feta on riches, which is a foftener 
to many cares^ though they cannot en- 
tirely crafe the feclii^gs that prefide in 
the heart, yet (he did not think the difin* 
terefted Alfred could be bidlied by the 
power of wealth. 

She z^n aflured him of her lore, bot 
thought in the prefent inftance difliowJa* 
tion was ablblutdy neceflary, though- her 
Jieart di(<lained it. — ^They parted, prd- 
mifing to carry on a fir\£t correfpondenrciB 
by let-ter, to be left in a private corner of 
•the fummcr houfe, where each morning 
(he? would expe€l one in return. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. V. 



Oh diffimulation !————■ 
What miftries have they entailed on life } 
To bring in fraud and diffidence in love !- 
'Simplicities the drefs of honeft paiHon. 



X HE charadler of Charlotte Oakeley 
tvas a coquette^ ihe vainly imagined fhc 
eould command the heart of every maa 
who looked on her — the more fo, because 
Mch flattered her charms; She was really 
a very interefling and elegant figure^— ^ 
w$s very bandfbmej and nearly the height 
of fitnmelinc. Her complexion beautiful^ 
lier hair and eyes were black—but the 
|ef ticuiar care (he took to Cet th^t ^gnra 

js a off 



off to the beft advantage, and the conti- 
nual, though feemingly accidental man- 
ner of fearching for compliments, was at 
times difgufting. — Charlotte made it her 
ftudy of ridiculing all other ladies, for 
ibme part or other of th«ir drefs or man* 
ncr difpleafed her, and her vanity was 
highly offended if a compliment was paid 
to any but herfelf, when flie was in com- 
pany. , 

She took little notice of the accom- 
plifhed Alfred ; neither did fhe defirc an 
union with a plain gentleman, efpecially 
\vhen an Earl in London adored her.-T--i 
Yet to be chatted with, and praifed, was 
her delight, and (he was fure of Alfred's 
company, though ignorant of the caiifcy 
for Emmeline always endeavoured to bd 
with her, anxious to gratify her eyes with 

the 
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the prefencc of the perfon flie fo much 
cfteemed. 

Mrs. Oakeley had often intreated her 
brother to permit Emmeline to accom- 
pany her to London, to pafs the cnfuing 
winter, for as fhe was a flrangcr to all 
amufements, hut the pleafure of retire- 
ment, wifhed to (hew her thofe the town 
afforded. 

He at firft rcfufed the offer, hut an ac- 
cident • happened that induced him to 
comply. 

Lord Harkland, little known io Sir 
Charles, but a particular friend of the 
Oakeleys, pretending bulincfs of material 
confequence called his immediate attend- 
ance, fuddcnly quitted Auburn Hall; 
when the reality was, to contrive fome 
fcheme for obtaining Emmeline, and 

E 3 whig^ 




whicb he feave^ VKyoH coik hm grie;):| 
difficulty. She had always behaved Vfitb^ 
the greateft refpeift to bim^ pnd uncon^ 
iciau6 of her own beauty, er his iDt^]l^. 
ttODS, would freely join in convfsrfatipn^ 
believing no deceit could inhabit a h^fom 
that was apparently fo free^ fo kindj gpod^ 
Siaitured^ and undefigning. 

Lord Harkland^s firft objeft was to 
eonfuit with a perfon he efteemed his 
friend> whom his father^ the l^e Earl of 
Harkland, had honored for his fervices;-^ 
he BOW was poilefled of an handfbme' 
foi'tune, and the title of Sir George An^ 
field. 

Alfred was the only admirer at Aufhoril 
Hall, and his converfation foon grew iat 
fipid to the gay Mifs Oakelcy, who could 
not harbour the idea of immuring her 

days 
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^ye in the country^ without change of 
perfbns^ and flattering compliments; 
therefore the time was fixed for their re- 
turn to London the enfuing week. 

The evening before their departure^ 
Smmeline being alone in the parlour, and 
was jufi preparing to follow Mifs Oake« 
ley in her ufual walk^ the unexpe6led 
entrance of Alfred put a period to her in^ 
tentlons for a fhort time. 

Alfred thought flie looked unufuaD^ 
fad ; — he urged to know if any new trou« 
ble diflrefled'lier — he prcflfed her hand to 
hia lips with fervor, his kind attention ex- 
cited a tear, which it was difficult to 
fupprefs. 

" I really feel unhappy, Alfred; you 
<* urge to know the reafon of my melan- 
*^ choly ; I no longer wifh to conceal it.-* 

E 4 ^^ You 
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*^ You love me; my afFeflion for yon 
" cannot be limited. Should your father^ 
^* whiqh heaven forbid ! oblige you to 
** marry Mifs Oakcley, I fincerely believe 
** my heart could not fuftain the (hock/ 
*^ —Charlotte would be the moft happy, 
*' and I the mofl; miferable of women.** 

Alfred was affeifted'— he endeavoured 
to foothe her forrows, and vowed eternal 
love ; and though grieved to fee hejr un- 
eafy, her concern on the prefent occafion 
made him happy. 

He begged her to be cautious of truft* 
ing Charlotte, *^ for from her infancy," 
faid he, ^* I have known her to be deceit- 
" ful and malicious/' 

*^ Oh ! do not wrong her, Alfred," faid 
{he, '^ it muft be impoffible for deceit to 
** refide in her heart — ^fhe has honoured 

" me 
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** me with her friendfliip, and I be- 

« lievc " 

*^ Ah ! Emmeline, believe not,'* re^ 

plied Alfred, " your difpofition is fo free 

*' and undcfigning, your education fo pri- 

** vate and remote from the world and 

** its treacheries, that I cannot wonder at 

" your unfufpe<fting all who exhibit a 

^^ fmiling proteftirig face. Charlotte 

** Oakeley has been brought up far difFe- 

** rent^ — fortune and faftiion has been the 

*^ principal of her ftudy. She was th« 

" darling of her father ; — Ihe was not to 

^^ be tormented with learning more than 

^* Ihe ple^led; indulgence in all her fan- 

*^ cies, being an only child, has ruined- her 

** — ^her mother is truly good and amiable, 

*^ fo was my uncle. Charlotte is, ^an<f' 

** always was, in every refpeA, their infe- 

^ rior, refigning her into the bands of 

* 5 ^ mercenary 
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^* mercenary teacheri^ who have oncotr- 

t 

^* raged all her faults, and poifoned the 

^ ft\ir good qualities flae derived from her 

'^ birth—thcy have banifhe4 gentlencf^^ 

*' goodnefi, trtitb, and benevolence from 

** her mind, Charlotte b now a lady cf 

^ fafhion, would I could fay of feeling 

*^ and fineefity.. I caution you for your 

^' own feke-^formerly I difliked her, and 

^ now fhc is my averfion,** 

Emmeline was^ pcrfeftly free in her own: 
^ifpofition, and mild as the d^sf^ JShe 
"Wondered at the meaning of the fafpicionfe 
'Alfred entertained againft the perfoti 
fhe efieemed a friend^ but t\mt irauld 
Bot pcrrtrjit an explanation at prefcnt, 

she Was ik hafte to join the ladies fa 

•tlic garden, believing her abfence might 

-alaarm them ; itccordingly &e walked out^ 

Icaning^ni Alfred's^ ai^m^ and fo taken up 

were 
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were they with their owij affairs, that they 
did BQt obferve Sir Charley haftenin^ 
towards them. 

Sir Charles inftantly fek the bitter 
d£ony of jealous fiifpicion, to fee his fba 
fo eameftly in converfation with the per- 
fpn he wilhed ^o call his own. He folr 
]owed near enough to overhear their 
difcourfe, and found Alfred was fpeaking 
of affeciion% but could not exa<ftly diili%- 
guifti what (he replied — ^he juft heard her 
mention, hU father. 

Shortly after ihe wiihed him a goq^ 
evening, and ftepped bri^y fQrwar4 U> 
Mrs* and Mifs Qakeley. ,, 

She w^ fcarce out of fight, \vhen Sir 

* ' - - ■ , ^ 

Charles accofted his fon in a violent paf- 
;fipn, chafging him with bafely endea- 
vouring to elirange the ^fft&iof^ of ajady 

^cj»dy engaged to him. 

^ 6 Alfred, 
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Alfred, equally unwilling to cxpofe Em- 
meline's love, or offend Sir CharleSj 
replied, /' Pardon me, fir, I have heard 
*' you fpeak of your regard for Mifs 
*' Emmeline, but I did not know fhc 
'* had engaged or confented to give her 
'* hand a^nd heart to you, and by con- 

dudling her to the ladies now walking 

in the garden, I did not imagine I 
^^' fhould incur your difpleafure.** . 

*' 03nfent,'' replied Sir Charles, " there 
^' wants none-^ihe knows I love her, her 
'^ confent mUfl follow of courfe, or I Ihall 
*' lake fteps- to prevent her marr}'ing any 

'^ other ; her age is now feventeen years 

. • ■ * . ■ 

'^ and an half; three years and an half 
' " more, by Mrs. Wilfon's will, fhe is to 
■"be under ftiy care.— Are you fitiafiedf 

"^ « P6rfeaiy, fir,"— 

«. Tbcft 
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^* I'hen never fpeak to her again ; if 
" you do, you will feel the fevcrity of 
*^ my difpleafure." 

m 

Alfred bowed : — it was a blow he little 
expeded to receive, and was I^fs prepared 
to anfwer, therefore, unfit for converfa- 
tion, he retired to his chamber. There 
he wrote a full account to Emmeline of 
what had happened, and as time would 
not permit his impatience to wait till 
morning, repaired to the fummer houfe ; 
but defcending the flairs^ he met Celia, 
and dcfircd her to give that note privately 
to Mifs WiJfon ; and leaft flie fliould de- 
liver it to his father, made her a bandfome 
prefent for her fidelity to her miftrelfc . : 

The note difconcerted Emmeline. ex- 
ceedingly; fcarce had (he perufed the 
contents^ when a mandate came for her 

to 
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to attend Sir Charles Frecniore imme- 
diately on particular bufinefs. 

Emmeline tremblingly obeyed : flie 
was a jftranger to diffimulation, and falfe- 
» bood was foreign to her heart, — Alfred in 
his note had reqiiefted her to fay Ihe was 
a firanger to his paflion. Sir Charles de- 
manded inftant~attendance^<*-*flie was to- 
<ally unprepared what to fty. It was an 
unufual hour for fuch a requeft, and fhe 

» 

fearfully entered the parlour^ and inquired 

the eauib of his fending for her at that 

Jiour, as flie was juft retiring to reft ; but 

inTlead of beholding the hitherto mild be* 

baviour of her guardian^ (he, for the firft 

time, Ibund him in a moft violent paiBojp. 

Begging to know what made him fo 

Xmcommonly angry^ be^ darted a look of 

fury at iier^ ^claimingj ^f ^Tis you^ £n>« 

.ff meline !': 

Jf Heavens! 



^^ Hcavcais f * me fir^— in what pray 
have I been fo unfortunate to offend ?— 
unknown and undefigned f** 

Sir Charles's rage was foon foftened by 
tlic rnildnefe with which ihe inquired the 
reafon of his agitation of fpirits, and the 
vifible concern that was depicted on her 
countenance* He tobk her hand^ and 
looking tenderly in her face, faid, ^ deareft 
" Emxneline, do not break my heart»^' 

Bhfe was (ilent/~lii8 behaviour afloniflved 
her,— 4)ut her furprife encreaied when he 
f^ feid, i haare fometbing loalk you, which 
*« I defire you will truly inform me of.'*; 

She aiked what he wifiied to know* 

iKr Cbariai rcpled, ^^ My fcai Alfred 
'« gives me ine^preifible concern on your 
(^ account^ he is a headfiiong young man^ 
f^ and I fear has injtentions towards you^ 

!! which 
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'* which I by no means approve — there- 
** . fore tell me — has he not confefled a vio- 
" lent love for you this afternoon ?*— I 
'' fufpea he has I" 

Emmeline replied in the affirmative, 
^^ And that love," faid Sir Charles, 
'^* was favourably received." 

It was a difficulty for her to anfwer con- 
trary to the true fejitiments of her heart; 
yet Ihe was convinced of the neceffity of 
concealing the affe6tion (he had for Alfred, 
and to endeavour to evade declaring it, 
flic faid, ^* Sir Charles, I ackiHowledgc 
** .Mr. Freemore has hinted the regard be 
** fays he has for me ; — but does it then 
«^ follow that I fliould liften favourably to 
** his protcftations ? — ^my heart efteems 
** him, in the firfl: inftance, hecau& he is 
f^ related to the pcrfon I revere^ «s 

r my 
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'^ my friend — ^my heart will feel grateful 
" fentiments towards all thofe, whdm I 
" have received any favours from, your 
family in particular have obliged me 
greatly; I therefore defire, fir, you 
'^ will not wifli to confine the natural 
'* friendfhip of my mind, as I do not 
" confider myfelf, at the age I now am, 
" bound to confult you who I fhall ef- 
** teem as a friend or an acquaintance ;-^ 
*' but love is a fubjeft I do not wjlh to 
*' introduce ; I imagine myfelf much too 
** young to entertain a thought of it at 
" prefent, fo intreat all difcourfe on that 
y head may be dropped." 

Sir Charles was vexed at what fhe fald, 
but afFedled to appear fatisfied, and dif- 
miflfed her, though his heart was ftill burft- 
ing with jealous inquietude. And the 

. day 
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day approaching that was to bear Mrs* 
Oakeley to London, by her laft intreaty for 
Eromeline, obtained permiffion for her to 
go with them. 

Sir Charles now gladly confented, in 
hopes that ftie being banifhed from his 
<bn might be there fecure from his preten- 
lions; and he gave Mrs. Oakeley ftridl 
charge to deny him admittance if ever he 
dared call to fee Emmeline* 

Emmeline received the intelligence of 
lier removal to London after flie had re- 
tired to her chamber, and having no op- 
portunity of feeing Alfred, waited with 
impatience till morning. Finding it im- 
poffible to go to the fummer houfe, with- 
t)Ut rifking a difcovery, fhc was obliged 
4o make a friend of Celia. Accor ingly 
the returned to her chamber, and wrote 

<be following :— 

*^ I am 
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*^ I ftm {\\M^uly oommanded to obey 
'^ your father, apd repair to London ;^*^ 
if ^e caure of tfaia removal I cannot ac<% 
'f count for> I am ^much inclined to di(^ 
^' like the journey, but be the event what 
^ it iriU, aflufe yourfdf I am^ and will 
<* -be, eternally your 

This note (be gave Celia to deliver to 
him, who hailened to obey : %nd the 
coach at tliat moment arriving at the door, 
called Alfred to bid adieu to his friends. 
His furpriib sdL feeing Emmdine ready to 
acizxHBpany them was extreme, and fo 
tamtiouf was Sir Charles, left Alfred 
ihcHild iind an opportunity of ipeakng to 
Emmeline, that he conduced her to the 
carrii^ bimiel£ 

When Alfred apprx>ached, leading Cbao* 

lotte. 
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lottc, the diftrefs that too vifibly appeared 
on his fine countenance^ added to Em« 
meline's greater confufion^ ihe caft a me-« 
lancholy look at hizn^ and faltering faid, 
f^ farewell;* 

. The carriage drove away, and left him 
to mufe on her unexpected departure, and 
the ilrange note he had received from 
Celia as he approached to take leave of 
ihe company* 

Emmeline was extremely ill company 
during the journey ; filcntly grieving for 
the dear objefi: ihe had left at the Hall, but 
fearful that her taciturnity might be deem- 
ed difrefpedl, obliged her to exert her 
fpirits, and aflume a chearfulnefs contrary 
to the feelings of her heart. 

Mrs. Oakcley (who was all goodneis,) 
obfcrved the conflidl, but was too kind to 

wound 
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wound her with difclofing her fufpicions. 
—She believed a union between Alfred 
and Charlotte would never take place, 
for (he had beheld his apparent fbndnefs 
for Emmeline^ and was grieved at the 
charge given her by Sir Charles. 

Not fo Mifs Oakeley ; fhe had entirely 
forgot Alfred, the idea of returning to 
thofe fcenes of her former gaiety, and the 
flattery of a Irain of admirers, made her 
infenfiblc of every thing elfe : — ^what 
new fa(hions, new plays, who was efieemed 
the beft finger, anid when the next maf- 
qtierade would be, was all that now oc- 
cupied her thoughts. — ^Thus they arrived 
fafely in London. 

Alfred was Infinitely diftreflfed :— the 
departure of Emmeline encreafed hisanr-» 
icty, be imagined her now paft recall, and 

dreaded 



dreaded his father might hallen to Loi^ 
'don^ and there be united to all his ioul 
held dear« 

Sir Charles ftri<?lly'obferved every mo- 
tion of his fon, who' fo well diflembled 
as to evade all fufpicion of hid love.— 
Alfred feld6m mentionled her name, and 
when by accident fhe became the fubjeA 
of convcrfation, he endeavoured to regard 
her with the utmoft indifference^ fo that 
in a ihoft time Sir Charles believed his 
fufpicions were ill founded* 

A month had elapfed fince Alfred bo- 
beld herj and his impatience was now cx« 
(remc.— But how to get to London, and 
^void fufpicion, appeared a difficulty* 

RuQiin'ating one night on thefubje^ft 
ifaat al^iys filled his thought^ a projedi 
}>refelited itfelf, that feemed to favour hia 

liopet^ k was this :*<« 

He 
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He wrote a letter to a gentleman of the 
name of Maindeville, who was a moft par?? 
tiGular friend of hisj and who lived at a 
difiancein the country, informing him of 
every circumftancc that had tranfpircd, 
and intre^ted he would fo &r ferve him, 
9S to write a letter, requefting Alfred to 
come and pafs the enfuing Cbriilmaswith 
him* This fuccceded> Mr, Mandeville 
no fooner received the letter, than he 
ixaftened to relieve the anxiety of bis 
friend, iind fet ofF with the grealcft cxpc* 
dition, to make the requeft in pcrfon* 

Sir Charles Freemore, when he learnt 
&e intent of the invitation, immediate}/ 
complied, flattering himfelf that Alfred, in 
the company of Mr. Mandeville, wouW 
forget all thoughts 'of Mifs Wilfon, 
The next morning, they ]nd adieu td 

,Sir 
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Sir Charles, and quitted Auburn Hall.— ^ 
But when they had continued a few miles 
on the road leading to Mr. Mandeville's, 
they altered their courfe, and proceeded 
with all poffible fpeed to London^ Mr. 
Mandeville infilling to bear Alfred com* 
pany during his flay there. 

Mrs. Oakeley had been kind enough to 
inform Alfred privately by letter, of his 
father's fl:ridt command of denying him 
admittance if he called there, which made 
him deem it improper to go to her houfe; 
but fortunately procured a lodging at a 
ihop, the beginning of Bruton Street, 
where fhe refided, fo dcfirably fituated, 
that from the window he could obferve 
whoever went to Mrs* Oakelcy's, 

He had been but a few days in town, 
itrhcn going out for amorqing's ride, he 

obferved 
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oWerved Mrs. Oakele/s caitiage in wait- 
ing, he flopped a few mhiutes, and faw 

> 

Mrs. Oakeley, Charlotte and Emmeline 
get in, and it drove away. 

• a * 

He determined to follow at ^ diftance." 
They were going for an airing in Hyde- 
Park, and after they had rode round two 
or three times, the carriage iiopped at a 
confedlioners, near Kenfington-gardens, 
where they alighted. 

After they had quitted the fhop, he 
rode there to take fome xefrcfhment, and 

made inquiries concerning ' the ladies who 
had juft departed from thence. 
He found, by the fhopkeeper^s infortna** 

i - » - 

• • • • 

tion,that they generally called there every 
day. This was the happieft intelHgenbc' 
that could occur, and he returned cftcfr- 
jbyed to Mr. Maiidevillc. ' ' 

' VOL. r. p . Tb^ 
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The next day Mrs. Oakeley was fath.^r 
indilpofed, and would not leave home^ 
but delired Emmeline to take her intended 
airing; Charlotte refufed to- accompaixy 
her, expedling the Earl of Bellville to 
pay her a vifit, who was now her loyer, • * 

Emmeline would have waited with Mrs. 
Oakeley, for whom fhe had a great af- 
fecSlion, but Mrs. Oakeley. again intreated 
fhe would not debar berfelf the pleafure 
of an airing on her account, and urged 
her to go, as the fincneis of the day might 
poffibly afford her amufementi 

^^ Then if I go alone madam," faid flie, 
^ I fliall ride a fingle horfe/- 

Do, my love, I know you are fond of 

one, 

Emmeline immediately ordered it to 
be ready, while fhe retire4 to drefs, wd*- 
, . . attended 



cr 
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attended hj a lingle footman^ dire6led her 
fteed towards Hyde-Park. 

Mr. Mandeville feeing ^ her come out, 
and not knowing whether it was Mifs 
Oakeley or Emmeline, haftened .Mr. 
Freemore in preparing to follow : '^ there 
is,'' faid he, ^^ a lovely young lady gone 
out alone, you mufl be happy if that 
charming perfon is the lady by whotft 
you are beloved. — ^You know I am a 
^' lover, and flatter myfclf my charming 
'^ coufin honors me with her afFedlion ; I 
** wifti for no greater bleifing on earth ; 
^' you have frequently heard me fpeak of 
" her Alfred, — But, come— let us make 
« hafte.'' ,..'..,• 

They mounted ^^^rjiorfes, and in- 
ftantly rode away. N r.; ;t . ::::>)- 

They rode, undifooveredi|bj.]|j»meJine, 

. 1 ^\ •' ^ 

F2 'H^r.. till 
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i^^ they caine to the Serpentine River, 
where,croffing between/ the trees that decks 
its- !k)rdcr&, they tnet. 

This uhexpefted interview elated each 
heart* EtnmeKnc was a few moments 
Ipeechlefi with furprife, then alked how 
b^'came to London^ and eluded the com- 
inand 'of iis father ? 

• As it took more time to recite than 
tovHd be ipared, they purfued their ride, 
aad difcourfed by the way : — In talking 
oter their affairs, flie learnt he was there 
incog. 

She therefore thought it moll prudent 
to return alone, dreading his father might 
be informed of his journey to London, 
which would probably encreafe his dtfplea- 
fure, and fruftrate all their ardent hopes. 
A<2cordingly, when they came to Hyde- 

»i'^ .__ Park 




THE HAPPY niSGOYBRT. iQi 

Park Corner, (he took her leave, promif- 
Tng to fee him again as foOn as poi&ble* 

Alfred was happy.— He had feen her, 
and that, in his circumftances, was fuffi- 
cient ; neither was Emmeline lefs pleafed 
at the interview, fhe returned to Mrs. 
Oakeley in higher fpirits than fhe had 
ever bcheW ber> fince flie came to Loti- 
don« 



ri' . 
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CHAP. VI. 



O jealoufy i thou bane to {leafing friendfliip. 
Thou worft invader of our tender bofoms ! 
How does thy rancour poi(on all our fweetnefs. 
And turn our gentle nature into bitternefs !«— 
See where /he conies !— once my desneft bleiling ! 
Now my changed eyes are blafted with her beautyv 
Xoaths tbat known face, and fickens to behold her* 



M: 



RS. OAKELEY was happy to fee 
her fo apparently cheerful, and earneftly 
inquired if fhe had met with any thing 
to divert her, in her little ride. 

" Dear madam,** faid Emmel^ne, *^ I 
*^ confefs I have been exceedingly fortu* 
" nate ; I have fcen your dear nephew 

« Alfred/' 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Oakclcy was furprifed, buf nob 
difpleafcd; but defired Ihe would not 
mention the . circumftance to' Charlotte^ 
left (he, unthinkingly, might fpeak of it, 
and his London excurfion find a way to 
his father^s knowledge. 

While Mrs, Oakeley was giving this 
caution to Emmeline, Mifs Oakeley fent 
to intreat Emmeline's company to take a 
difh of chocolate after her ride. Emmer 
line obeyed, — and entered the parlour 
where Mifs Oakeley and Lord Bellville 
were fitting. He had feen her alight, 
and though he had often feen her before, 
yet never viewed her with fuch favourable 
eyes as the prefent. 

Her carelefs manner of appearance ex- 
cited his admitation ; fhe was tall, ele- 
gantly proportioned, her eyes a fine blue, 

F 4 and 



and tier face received additibnal beetuty 
from ihe (harp air of the niorning ; her 
bair a fine brown, was entirely' iDofened 
by the wind^ and played in artle& rixiglets 
oa her fhoulders ; her countenance ani- 
mated with the pleating idtea of hariog 
{een Alfred; her blue habit. coat unbut- 
toned^, difclofed her white garments^ and 
made her appear uncommonly handfome. 

Seeing the colnpany into which fhe fo 
heedlefsly ran^ fhe made an apology for 
her flrange appearance^ and begged per* 
xni^Sion to retire and alter her drefs, ■ 
Mif& Oakeley faid it did very well — 
by no means to make an alteration.^* 
Lord Bellville helped her to take off h^r 
coat, and fhe fat fociably down to par- 
take of their refrefhment. 

His Lordfhip's bofom felt the power of 

her 
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her charms^ he gazed on her il^ith delightj 
and returned ruch indiredl replies to what 
was addreiled to him^ that the penetrat« 
ing eye of Mifs Oakeley could not refrain 
obferving his embarrailment.— *She felt 
Kurt^ her pride was mortified, and fhe 
determined to watch him ciofely; 

Mifs Oakeley, though a profefled ex« 
ternal beauty, was neverthelefs quite the 
reverfe in mind, being proud^ haughty, 
envious, arrogant, and refblutc in all her 
fuppofitions and intentions, be they ever 
fo ill founded. She had afiured the meek 
fpirifed Emmeline eternal friendfhip, but 
in this interview with the Earl of Bell- 
ville, was mortally inclined to hate her ; 
and jealoufy prompted her to contrive 
fomc means of revenge for the alteration 
of Lord Bellville's aiFeiSlil^ns 

t 5 His 
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His ne%t vifit confinned her fufpicions* 
The firil compliments were fcarce palled^ 
before he inquired for Mifs Wilfon. 

Mifs Oakeley had one hope left of fe- 
curing his affedlions, and the charming 
title of Comitefs. Lord Harkland, her 
former admirer, a man of great fortune, 
now paid his addreffes to Emmeline, 
though fhe believed he wa$ not Well re- 
ceived ; yet, if Lord Harkland married 
Mifs Wilfon, Ihe might ftill retain Lord 
Bellville's heart, and, if the contrary, Ihe 
was determined to be rid of her fome way 
or other, and longed for her rival to be 
removed from the ho\jfe. 

Emmeline, innocent berfeliQ and unfuf- 
ft&ing deceit in others, had freely told 
all her concerns, except that iniportant 
fecret of Alfred's being in London ; and 

Charlotte 
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Charlotte knowing hefr afFe6lion for him, 
contrived all the arts flie was miftrefs of 
to excite » jealoufy in Emmeline's guilt- 
lefs bofom/ 

Alfred had frequent opportunities of 
feeing her, but never alone, fo that he 
wiis prevented from fpeaking, and fix 
^eeks were now elapfed lince he came (o 
London. He began to defpair of feeing 
her alone, or with Mrs. Oakeley, he knew 
Charlotte's difpofition, and feared her.-=— 
When one eveiiing inquiring of a fervant 
of Mi«. Oakeley*s, he learnt that Char- 
lotte and her mother, with Ix)rd Bellville, 
were going out for the evening, he then 
fccretly refolved to fee Emmelinc. 

Having obferved their departure, lie, 
unknown to Emmelinc, gained admit- 
tance, and walked into the parlour 

p 6 wher« 
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where ihe was fitting, writing a letter to 
him. 

This was an unexpected happinefs ;— - 
fhe communicated to him the ccMacern flie. 
endured from the troublefome addreiles 
e£ Lord Harkland, as alfo the ftrangCf 
and difiigreeable behaviour of Mifs Qakp^ 
ley, and that fhe waited^ with the greatell 
anxiety, the arrival of Sir Charles Free- 
nK)re» td take her back to Auburn HalL 

Alfired's diflrefs was equal ft a, that Em«. 
meline experienced.-^ He knew Lor4 
Harkland to be a man of gallantry, and 
feared the honour of his intentions, as he 
had pften heard him declare he would ne« 
ver marry. He did not doubt Emme- 
linens fidelity, fcr flie again protefted eter- 
nal love. 
Eleven o'clock came, which called Mr. 

Freemorc 
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Freemore home, and as they were bid- 
ding adieu, Mrs. Oakeley, with Char- 
lotte, Lord Bellville and Lord Harkland, 
entered the room* 

Lord Harkland now no longer doubted 
her. refufal to his offered love was for the- 
fake of Alfred Freemore, and fecrctly 
envied his happinefs^ — ^Mrs. Oakeley 5fn-- 
treated him toftay fupper, faying, fbe fup- 
pofed he was jaft come to London, — ^Tlie 
invitation he gladly accepted, happy to 
enjoy a fhort time more of his, adored Em* 
mcline's company. He knew Mrs. Oake- 
ley's afFedlion for him, and the regard (he 
had for his mother induced him to hope 
fhe would concedl this vifit from hU fethcsr, 
whofc anger hfc knew he had to dread, — 
but then he could, not anfwer for Char- 
lotte 5 however, the evening was pad agree- ' 

ably 
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ably, and when be bade tbcm adieu^ Mrs# 
Oakeley infifted he fhould call and dine 
with them the following day. He affured 
her he felt the honor and pleafure (he 
conferred by the invitation, and faid flie 
might command him, — then departed. 

* _ 

Immediately on his leaving them, Em- 
meline, whofc heart was filled with the idea 
of Alfred, and obfervin^ Lord Harkland 
and Lord Bellville's inquifitive looks were 
fixed on her, requeued pcrmiffion to re- 
tire to her chamber, which being granted, 
fhc bade the company good night, and 
withdrew ; — and they foon after took their 
leave. 

Lord Bellville now plainly perceived, by 
Emitaeline's concern for Alfred, that he 
had nothing to hope. And the impetuous 
behaviour of Mifs Oakeley, was not at all 

calculated 
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Calculated to regain the heart that had 
yeildcd to the angel foftnefsof the engaging 
Emmeline ; he refolved to frequent Mrs. 
Oakeley's lefs than ufual, hoping, by ab- 
fence, to erafc from remembrance the idea 
of a perfon he found himfclf compelled to 
adore. While Lord Harkland flew to 
Charlotte for relief — acknowledged l>e 
could not live without Emmeline, and be- 
fceching (he would give her afllftance in 
obtaining the objedl of his wifhes. 

Emmeline had refiifcd bis hand, though 
offered for the firft time with honourable 
intentions, the refufal alarmed his pride, 
and he was determined to aqcomplilh his 
wifhes at all events. 

Charlotte afllired him of her afliflance-^ 
Frecmore's vifit to London," Ihe hoped, 
would furnifh her with the means of re- 
venging 
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venging herfelf on Emmeline. — She had 
obferved with concern the decline of Lord 
Bellville's afFe61ion — and imputed theneg- 
le6t to the undefigning Emmeline. 

One evening ihe went alone to the play^ 
and, on her return, inquiring for Alfred, 
found he had not been there, fhc paufed — 
an opportunity now offered to exercife her 
project. 

** I thought as much, Emmeline,'* faid 
ftie, after a fhort hefitation. 

** Why fo pray ?**— 

*^ It will make you uneafy if I tell you," 
replied Mifs Oakeley, with apparent un- 
cafinefs and concern—*^ but to fpcak the 
^^ truth, I really think he treats you very 
^* ill." * 

'^ Oh — it is impoilibic,— Alfred is too 
** good, toa generous," 

« Lulled 
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** Lulled in imagined fecurity, perhaps 

• » 

^"^ you think ife impoffible he can be falfc 
Emmeline ; continue in that thought ; 

• r 

if you are contented with his divided 
*^ afFe<3:ions, I am wrong, very wrong to 
«* interfere."' 

** Be fo kind Mifs Oakeley to explain 
your meaning 5 1 am extremely furprifed 
at what you have faid.'* 

I faw him at the play," fhe replied, 
*• in company with a very beautiful, 
^^ charming ladyi — Oh ! if you could but 
^^ fee her, your heart would fhrink with 
dread— it is impoffible to fee her with- 
out loving her. He feemed to pay her 
extraordinary attention: I wasextreme- 
*' ly uneafy, for your fake, becaufe I know 
" you love him, but he is ungrateful Em- 
/^ mcline, infenfible, — pardon me, I fear 

^^ I have 
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*^ I have faid too much; but myafFe^on 
" for you induced me to Ipeak^ that you 
f' may be no longer impofed on, though 
" I had determined in my own mind to 
** take no notice of the afFain" 

*^ Oh ! Mifs Oakeley : — ^you certainly 
•' make a miftake; L think I could v^n- 
^^ ture to lay my life it was not Alfred/' 

'« Continue in that belief, if it is your 
^f pleafurOk I only caution you as a friend, 
'* lalkcd a gentleman and lady that fat 
•/ in <he fame- box with me, who feemed 
^ to know them, who the lady was :-7- 
^* they faid it was the lady to whom Mr, 
*^ ,Freeji)Qre,weis going to be married in 
^^ the QQUi^j.e 9f a few d^iys — O ! I was fo 
" hurt,, fo ftflFedled, fo troubled for you ! 
^^ I paid little attention to the perforra- 
** ance, fo anxious was I to fcarn the whole 

*' of 
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^^ of his perfidy.— I will fay no more— I 
^^ will not diftrefs vou — I well know 
*^ what you muft fufFer." 

Emmeline fighed — unable to ipeak» 
*^ Allow me, dear Emmeline, t© advifc 
^^ you. I will freely fay how I would adl 
'^ — I would avoid him, nor would I per- 
^* mit him to vindicate himfelf or deceive 
*' me again ; fay nothing to him, — I really 
^* do not think he loves you ; I fincerely 
** think all his proteftations were flattery— 
*^ promife me you will fee him no rfiore 
c« — I will convince you further to- 
'* morrow." 

Emmeline took her hand, and unable to 
conceal her tears, faid, ^^ thank you dear 
*^ Mifs Oakeley, if you mean this in kind- 
^^ nefs tome, but you have harrowed my 
'^ heart with thorns. — Good night.'* 

She 
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She then retired to her chamber, unable 
to fuftain the agonizing thoughts that op- 
prefled her bofom, and wept over the mi- 
niature of the apparently guilty Alfred. 

In the morning Emmeline refufed to 
join the breakfaft party, and Charlotte 
imagining her arts had fuccceded, fecretly 
rejoiced at the injury Ihe had done her 
rival in Lord Bellville's aiFe^ions. 

Lord Harkland was not long ignorant— 
for Charlotte made him believe what had 
pafled was to ferve him. And when 
Alfred came in the evening as ufual,he faw, 
with anxious concern, the cold behaviour 
of his Emmeline ; Ihe fcarcely anfwered 
his Interrogations; it was ^the firft time be 
had ever fecn her difpleafed or diflatisfieii 
with him, 

Charlotte had enjoined her to avoid an 

explanation, 
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explanation, faying, " the ungrateful were 
^^ never at a lofs for excufes." When Mifsi 
Oakeley left the room, he again urged ta 
Iqiow the cauffe of her apparent melanpholy 
and difpleafure. 

Emmeline could not fupprefs her tears ; 
Ihe replied^ '^ my heart is not prepared to 
'^ receive affronts I am not able to rcfent : 
'^^ but you will find they (hall be refentcd. 
^' You have pra<3:ifed too much deception 

on me already, but never, Alfred, did I 
f isnagiDe fatfehood inhabited the bofomi 
*^ of 0ne I fo truly valued as I have you ; 
^^ I am convinced, and therefore beg you 
^ will trouble me no more*" ; * : 

She thQti }eft the room and Alfrie^d^ tQ 
think of what (he bad faid. 

All endeavours of mine are faint in.de* 

feribing the agonizing torments that wrung 

M : his 
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his bofom. He flew to Mrs. Oakeley, in- 
Ireated (he would be fo kind as to intercede 
with Mifs Wilfon in his behalf, whom he 
liad ignorantly offended. Mrs. Oakeley 
was equally a ftranger in the mifunder- 
{landing between them, but promifed by 
the next evening to ufe her efforts and 
bring about a reconciliation, if any differ- 
ence bad taken place, 

Affured of her friendfhip, he returned 
home to Mr. Mandeville, full of diftreflSng 
ideas, to whom he vented his complaints^ 
But tQ encreafe his troubles, he found Mr. 
Mdndeville preparing to fet out for Paris^ 
having received a letter from his father to 
Bfteet him there on very extraordinary bu- 
linefs; — ^he was to be accompanied by his 
aunt, and was requeft cd to be as expedi- 
tious as poffible. ^ 

" Difficulties 
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^^ Difficulties never come alone,'* faid 
Alfred ; " your friendfhip is now my only 
" confolation, — fate deprives me of that 
•^ alfo." 

Mr) Mandcvillc was a very amiable 
young gentleman, only fon to Lord Man- 
deville; his difpolition was friendly and 
engaging, Alfred, would have no one to 
affuage his forrows in the abfence of this 
gentleman ; the confolation offered by the 
generous and friendly voice of Mr.Mandc- 
ville, feemcd: like a charm to difpel the 
poignancy of bis troubled breaft, arid Alfred 
oftext> thought there was a ftriking refera- 
blance between him aad Emmeline. 

. Eii^meline's grief was extreme ; already 
fhe repented her barfti treatment, and re»- 
volving irt hpt mind that Charlotte might 
have been miflaken,. or might have told 
t^iis to try her, accufed herfelfwith un- 

kindnefs 



A 
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kindnefs in being fo hafty, 
hoped to fee him and Icam t^ 
She thought it unjuft to condefi3^1^ 
without allowing him an opportutiitf of 
vindicating himfelf, who had never, to her 
recolle<9;ion, deceived her in any tbing.--- 
*^ It is but mere juftice that he fhould be 
^« heard ; if I am in the wrong I certaidy 
^^ ought to acknowledge it, andfeek fiir- 
« givenefs if I fufpe<9: him.wjuftly.'*' 
• Whilil Mrs. Oakdey .was telling her, 
with what grief her nephew departed from 
tlwMice. the preceding evening, owing to 
her difpteafure, a loud knock at the door 
broke in on their difcourfe, and rendered 
Emmeline more wretched than (he ima- 
gined fhe poffible coUld be. 
: This was a letter from Sir CharlesPVee^ 
more to her and Mrs* Oakeley, informing 

th^o 
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^bfSQi he (hould come to London in a ifew 
day$ to fetch Emmeline home, intimating 
to her, that every thing was ready for th^V 
marriage, which (though fhe had neveir' 
pronaifed) he trufted (he would not reinfe, 
and hinted how happy he fhould be if (h6 
would permit the ceremony to be per- 
fbi'med irt London. 

This diftreffing inteiligoAoe fhocked her 

fevcrely, it deprived her of the power of 

fppech, and Ae funk- fenfetefs on the 

'ground overcome by the moft tortxienting 

apprehcnfions ; Mrs* Oakcley*^ kind afiift^ 

^rice with fome difficulty reftored her, 

and tears fortunately gave her relief. Her 

aftonifliment an4 grief was too pow^ul to 

be furmounted — (he was diflra6ted at the 

thought fhat Sir Chartes, in coming t^ 

London, might, in aU prabah^ty, meet his 

VOL. I. Q fon 
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Ibu by accident there, fearful of his iticur- 
ing the difpleafure of his enraged father, 
induced her (by the perfuafions of Mrs. 
Oakeley) to write to him immediately. 
^ Alfred, on receiying the letter,; impati- 
ently hurried to Mrs, Oakeley 's ; he learnt 
ibme of the affli^ling news from her, but 
was eager to foothe the anxiety of Emme- 
line.; He flew to the room whare Ihe was 
fittipg, and ib inattentive was ihe, that ihe 
did not> perceive: him, till he fell at her 
feet, and tenderly .intreated to know the 
cxtoijt.ofbcr troubles, 
,'. Enlmeline's heart was too full to make 
a reply ; her filence alarmed him— he was 
unicpuftomed to this kind, of reception, 
und looked on her in mute furprife; but 
cbferving her dejqdledly turn her head from 
him, he feized her hand, and in agony ex- 
claimed 
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daimed^ ^' Will not my EnimeKhe beftow 
*5 a look ?— one trifling word to cafe thd 
" heart-rending pangd that rack my bofomf 
" ~0 fpeak! your cruel filence is dou* 
^ bly cafili^ing, tell me the caufe of thfe 
*« diftrefs; — your letter commanded my 
'^ attendance, it mentioned fomething of 
** my father, I could perceive you wan 
'* greatly agitated when you wrote it^— 1 
^* found my aunt very uneafy, flic fpeakl 
^^ of my father's marriage, fhc knows not 
*^ the particulars, or flie dreads to wotmd 
^^ me, — relieve the anxiety your letter and 
*« appearance have excited in my breaft^ 
'' or I ftiall go diftra<Sled,r 

Seeing he waited for an anfwer, flie rei* 
plied, " Afk me not froni whence proceed? 
^' this ftrang^ behaviour aifid uncommon 
" fadnefs, it is fufficienti am mifei^able;---. 

G a ^^ road 
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^fittedtlM dreadful letter <vbich I r6- 
^' cdved a ihort titnc previoD^ to my 
•^ writing to you^ and judge of my dif- 
'« tfeia ; hut let me beg of you to decline 
^^ coming here agaiich^if you ^Ob all is 
« lolt** 

She then gave bim the papers for a pe* 
tu&l and explanation* 

Alfred's aftoniihment was beyond de^ 
fcriptioii— he vros on the briak of lofing 
her for ever> and how to fave her he could 
*not devife ; he had always obeyed hi^ fa^ 
thcr with the grcabeft refpei<ft^ afid la- 
mented that this fktb^^ fo unkind to bis 
wiQies in the prdieat inftance^ But fb good 
tmd generous in every otber^' ihould be 
the caufe of their diftrefs.— *-If Ertinitelinc 
mras married io Sir Charies, every hope of 
happinefs in this world vanifhed from his 
mind. Thufi 
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Thus grieved, he folded his arms, and 
walked in filent aoguifli feveral times 
aCTofs the rfcom, frcqueotly ftppping to 
gaze OQ the fatal letter. 

Obferving Emmeline fit in tootmiful 
concern, he at length faid-*-^f Sure my 
" dear Emmeline never will content to 
*^ this improper union — can fhe' forget bII 
^ her proteftations, and abandon he^un- 
^^ happy Alfred to dcfpair ?— jAI\ ! ihovld 
^f Ibe wcdi Sir Cbadeg, wbact *riH . bftvpmc 
*f : of ^ AK^ed ?— by bis^ai^^j ui^ mVi mt 
/' ifurviicfcthehowr.tbatgii^ yW to «9y 
'' father/' .:, . 

^^iiNo, Alfred, I n^ver can Mnfent — I 

** revere Sir Charles' 4s ^ pWQ|ti V Wt no 

5f; more^flpd w> foro^ on ^eart^ Jib«ll com- 
^^; pel' me lo ykW my band; v?here my 
" heart i$ not diTpe^ed. liis tryie, I am 

G 3 . ., f^au 
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^* anorphan— lam friendlefs. Sir Charles 
** and yourfclf are all I can boaft, and tn 
^* his poflcffion my littk all is left ; but 
** ought he then to put a force on my 
^* inclinations, becaufc my principal re- 
** liaace is on him. — No, it is afRiming 
^^ a tyrannic power^ which I .will not 
« obey." 

Encouraged by the energy of her ex- 
prefliohi he feized her hand in tranfport, 
retutniQ^; her a thoufand thanks for re- 
fttfing an alliance fo detrimental io all bis 
hopes, then earoeftly begged to know how 
ihe meant to proceed • 

^^ Firft tell me, i Alficd — do you fin- 
« cerely love, me T '» ' • > % ;^ 

^^ How cruelly unkind yoU are to doiibt 

\" it/' replied Alfred/^ did I ever, Ert- 

^ mdinci give you caufe to fufpcft my 

^ faith or love ?'j 

** Surely 
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*^ iStirely you forget/* faid Emmeline, 
*^ being at the play laft Tuefday night, 
^* with the lady reported to be your irt-. 
'« tended bride/' 

^* What mean you, Emmeline ? — whstt 
•* lady ? — I proteft I have not been at the 
'* play all the week ; and whoever fays i 
^^ have, have related an infamous faWe- 
'* hood." 

" Mifs Oakeley faw you there,*' fhc 
replied, ^« furely I may believe her/' 

Alfred . appeared hurt, and faid-r-**^ If 
" Charlotte was the inventor of that fic- 
^^ tion, I cannot blame you for treating 






me with fuch coldnefs ; — but furely 
you knew my heart better than to 
let any one induce you to fufpe6l my 
'' love.*' 

*^ I blufli to own I could one momertt 

G 4 ^^ doubt 
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** doubt it :*• flic replied^ and femem* 

hexing the promiic of fecrecy Charlotte 
enjoined, no longer doubted the error 
fhe was led into^ and related to him 

^11 the copverfation that pailed between 
them ; when a reconciliation immediately 
took place. 

Alfred was once more happy in the 
afFedlion of Mifs Wilfon. Seeing alfo the 
neccflity of retraining his vifits for fear 
of being difcovered. — Emmeline thought 
it moft prudent for him to return to Au- 
burn Hall^ where flie^ doubtlefs, would be 

. in a few days ; and fhe hoped to contrive 
the means of refufing Sir Charles's ad- 
drefles, and acknowledge her love for 
Alfred. 

Thus flattering themfelves with the 
bop^ of fuccefs, end again protefling 

eternal 



eternal love, they parted ; and early next 
morning Alfred fet out j)oft for Auburn 
Hall^ while Emmeline anxioufly awaited 
the arrival of Sir Chariieft^ . 
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CflAP. VII.. 

Fritodfhip is ccmfttnt in all other tkin^y 
Save in the office and affairs of love. 



AxFRED arrived at the Hall a few 
hours before his father fet out on his jour- 
ney to London. This unexpe<5led rot urn 
much furprifed the old gentleman, but Al- 
fred foon fet all things clear, by informing 
him, that Mr. Mandeville was gone ex- 
prfeft to his father at Paris, on bufinefs of 
confequence. 

^* Relate what has occurred," faid Sir 
Charles^ *' when I return ; for I am going 
^* immediately to London~the carriage 
^ wait^/' 

« The» 
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^^ Then let me beg you^ fir, to prefcnt 
" my refpe<?ls to all friends in tbNvn, par- 
*^ ticularly my aunt Oakeley, as I mdk% 
^' no doubt but you will call there.*' Sir 
Charles bid him adteuy and feating him-^ 
felf in the carriage, drove fpeedily aWay» • 

Alfred had now leifure to think of his 
dear Emmeline — he re-vifited thofe walks 
and arbours that had been bloft with her 
prefencc ; edch rural profpedl was agree- 
able to him, becauie (he had admired' it ; 
he felt happy, but was anxious for ber 
arrival. 

Sir Charles Freemore not having ^thc 
lead fufpicion of Alfred's trip to Lon- 
don, amufed himfelf by the way tvUA 
the pleafing imagination of Emmeliric's 
meeting him with a return of afFe<ftiori.; 

He arrived in London^ and went imf 
* G 6 mediately 
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^lediately to hi$ fi(i^% w^am be.liad the 
hfippiBGfy^ o£ Ihmig bM fdt ward^ who 
ffiQ^od hm with g«wt pcjit^efs, but 
fur fro» tb^ rttaeptipn fee buttered bim- 
ftlf ftc wouid give bim^-W^lfited, the fote 
objc^i QfjMr thcmghts, mgiacd predo^ 
il(rfn»fit>ir-Chie cngeriy inquired' bfter his 

^wbicli Iw kad fo lang dreaded a Jic ctnbrai^ 
Pttirtlie^portunity of repref^ittg Alfred 
i«PQ yeiy pleafing lights faying;, he ill nwv 
rited the Icaft fhare of her concerjt, and 
If .heH9i)«^in¥i«4 Hi9 ^^r^nt undutifcil bco 
JiwipiWi h^ had Aw* though* of difia^ 
jJMtiltiQg ^ino, 

• This w$« a tjweat for which &c was oot 
P«ff«wd--fl^ feared, by $ir CbarWs dif» 
{^fiuf, l« h^ 4ij«(>¥eii^ Alfmi's vifit 

to 
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to London* She could not fuflain the 
idea of Alfred's incurring his firtber'« 
angpr— tears were ftarting in her eyes--.- 
ihe fell on her knees, and in treated be 
would, fuffer her to turn fiippliant for 
him. 

Sir Cb^rleS) enr^gtd at her folicit^ions, 
and fuppoiing all hopes of ohtaipdi^ iier 
were defeated, replied, " Ungrateful 
^^ Emmeline I — rare all my expectations 
" . come to this ?-r-haYe I fo long ch»* 

« 

*^ ri(hed the flattering ide* pf calKqgjom 

-^ mine, whi^ from your pative kindiiiefii 
I could not dream of any oppoiition t» 
my wiihcsi^ I wi^&.fure of your com- 
pliance } aqd 41fr^d flwdl fewrely fuffer 

^ for daring to be an iwpediOBent to my 

" happinefs/' 
** Heat iwe ipeak, fir/* faid Enuneline, 

« and 
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and do not fay T am ungrateful— I 
call heaven to witnefs that I never gave 
you any promifd of the kind; even 

** when you have mentioned the fulye<5t^, 
you have heard me repeatedly decline 
the honor you intended.'* 
** Yes, for Alfred I fuppofe/' he replied, 

*' but he muft be careful how he excites 

" my refentment,'* 

^^ Alfred fir, is very unfortunate, if 

he has flifpleafcd you ; I am Very certain 

his heart would fufFer the greateft dif- 

*^ trefs, if he had a thought that he had 

« offended/' 

" Ah 1 Emmeline \ how fhould you 

** know hii thoughts ? — ^why are you his 

** advocate — ^torment me no more with 

" bis name/' 
Emmeline rofe and replied, — ^^ Can the 

^* mention 
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^^ mention x^ a (bn once dear to you give 
" ofFcnce^^phy for him excited my in^ 
*^ ^etcafRoui^ I beg you will forgive the 
^ errors ;oC tBf)r<good Satentioos^ as I re* 
*^ vere hdip, with a fifter's regard, and 
** haye fo ewr :fincc I entered yoor 
** houfe.'* . f f ( 

. /^ if .that is all/' faid Sir Charles, "you 
^' will npt refufe ip^ wh?it I aik—!-I cante 
" to London folely on the aoQOunt of 
'.' marrying yoii-r^the ceremony <?an be as 
'^ Wall jfcfform^cldia t©wn,as^in tbecpun- 

*^* -Sir/' replied Emmeline, ^^ hitherto 
^* I Ja^ye "pup<9:ua%iq^eycd you in aH 
you defi^ed^ tU$ only jf^qyeft eicepted, 
whiclv li^gaili »jpe^, I, can never com- 
« ply^gjh/'...,^ ;i.^ ^^ 

i* Ecp^ipe, re?9pmbc!r, I cope not 

" here. 
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^^ here to be re&ftd ;'**«-taiid iaffiimed a 
haughty voice and coatmUif^^agjBir^ u , 

'' Sir, you dtftTCfs-ihcu ^Ktmhieiy^ I 
'' beieecji yoti add not tp my unte^ioef^ 
^' li— I nmft declare die trathi inyvfSeC- 
** tions- afe other wife analteraUyi en* 
*' gaged; thereforb pray mention the iub- 
f* je<5l no store :'^ then turoiDg'j^ii^ him 
the walked to tlie window to-itoiieeal jier 
icmotions. 

Sir Charles ^ms^ iil4^lrh-4Jw.]^g.. Oake- 
ky observing eadb tii ^sd^r&SMi endlca- 
voured to turn the unpleafing ful^e^^ 
by intp^duoing an inquiry of < her 6i6hd3 
in the 60unliry> a<^>ther ttiUftefi/ lk>fSn^ 
gradually to d^ade hfai' ^Kjm^vAiut (he 
plainly faw^ if he ftirAied> :iM>jild render 

« 

them both miferable al) their Kve». : 
In tlie ewtutig »&s.' OsEefej' propoied 

going 
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going^ to the opera — ^the coach being 
ordered^ the company took their jfeats^ 
namely^ Sir Charles Frcemore, Mrs. 
Oakeley, Charlotte, efcorted by Lord 
Harklandj and Emmcline. 

In their way to the box08> they met 
Lord Bellville, who paid a flight compli- 
inent to Mifs Oakeley ; then taking £m« 
melinc's hand, afked pertniifion to hand 
her to a feat;**— ihe illently complied. 
The ardour pi<9:ured on his Liordfliip's 
countenance on this occaiion did n(Mb.paf3 
unobferved by Sir Charles ; he watched 
her looks minutely^ and fancied ihe was 
pleafed with his attention^ as (he was of- 
ten buiy in difcourfe with him. 

He now imagined Lord Bellville w.as 
the favoured rival, and forgot his fufpi- 
cions of Alfred, bo.t refolved to keep her 
from appearing in company in future. 

Tl)e 



■w 
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The jealous breaft of Charlotte was 
dHlradled to fee her lover fo affiduoiis to 
the perfon fhe now hated more than evef. 
Tired of the amufement, and difpleafed 
with every thing about her, Ihe could 
with difficulty refrain the anger (he bore 
the unfufpedling Emmeline, Lord Hark- 
land was alfb uneaiy ; biit Mifs Oakeley 
thinking (he (hould foon be freed from 
her, flattered herfelf that his Lordfhip 
(till entertained a paffion for her, and 
when Emmeline was gone, he would re- 
jiew his addrelles. 

Next morning Sir Charles made inqui- 
ries of his niece, concerning the Earl. — 
(he replied, ** to be fincere, fir, I really 
*^ believe Emmeline intends to marry 
*' him ; it has been mentioned in many 
*' companies, and now is the general 

*^ topic 
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^' topic of con^erfatipo, but many 
^' at the idea of his Lordfhip's ma 
** a girl with no relations at all ; 
*' firople, ignorant country being, 
*' whole fortune is merely the bou 
*^ a charitable lady/* 

Sir Charles Wjas vexed at the ind; 
obf^rvations on the orphan ilate . oi 
meline^ and faid, *^ but, .my dear 
** are miftaken, and you have p 
** forgot, what I think I have told 
*^ for what Emmeline |)piiefles I I 
" to be her own, and the cbarit 
*f mention,which is, I fuppofe, the c 
^^ an4 garden, I imagine it was pur< 
**. vy|th her own money ; and if flie 
ledaqountrygirl,iheiS an amiabl 
the principles of her heart hav 
^^ been perverted by London follic 









(4 
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" fafhions. Why fhould thofe who live 
in the cpuntry, either from choice or 
neceflity, be icoflfed at by thofe who 
*^ prefer London ?--*-l h^ve that property 
** in my poflcflion that will raife her 
**^ above the fneers of the world, and 
many, who pay little regard to her 
now, would, if acq^inied with fome 
*^ circmnftances, 'think! themfelves ho- 
^* nored by her prefence and friendfhipi — 
'* Charily !^7ideed r 

By* the warmth with which Sir Cbirles 

'efpoqfed Bmmeline*s oauft, Mifs Oal&ley 

feared flie bad gone too far; her only de- 

fign had been for him to take Emmdine 

-from London ; therefore^- ^ext^ftfufly 

; brmight the difcourfe inlo • Its oi^^irial 

chartnel, — that of Emiiielin^rs 'faia'^Hage 

•VJfith Lord Bellville. ". ' 

The 



/ 
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The idea of fuch an union feryed to 
inflame him the more.— To take her to 
his own houfe, was putting her in the way 
of Alfred : — to leave her where (he was, 
fhe was expofed to the addrefles of hi^ 
Lic»*dfhip, and the contemptuous treatment 
of Mifs Oakeley, whofe flighting manner 
of ipeaking of Emi^eline bad highly 
oflFbnded hittj. 

He found it impoffible'to put a force 
on her inclinations fo foon as he wifhed, 
as flie bed refiifed an alliance with him, 
and acknowledged her atfFe^tions were 
Atbel"wrife engaged. 

Thus perplexed, he knew not how to 

proceed, he« thought if he could fettle her 

in the ijountrjj fomewhere fecure from all 

•acqiiaintanee, ihe might be brought to 

return his paffioa :-~he recoUeiSled a lady 

whofe 
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whofe daughter had been brought up with 
great care, while her mother was abroad* 
—he thought of applyiog to her. 

Accordingly he paid Mrs. Hervey a 
yifit, who, by good , fortune, was at 
home ; be foon ii^rmed her of the bufi- 
neft he came upon, and obtained a di- 
re6lion to Mrs. Walcot, at Stannaore^ the 
lady who had paid fuch regard to Her 
daughter's education. 

He thanked hen— He was elated :-— 
Stanmore was. not (kr cfiftant?— thete h^ 
ordered to be drove j — faw Mrs. Walcot, 
and approved the fituation, but defired, 
the young lady he brought there, might 
be kept retired from all people, as he had 
reafon to fear Ihe was on the point of 
forming an improper alliance, and be 
would amply fatisfy her for her care. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Walcot aflured him he ftiould be 
obeyed, and he returned to London, far 
more happy than when he left it ; and 
pretending very material bufinefs called 
him home fo foon, ordered Emmeline tci 
get every thing ready for her journey, 
early the next morning, 

Mrs. Oakeley was very-forry to part 
with her, and Charlotte exprefled a con- 
cern, very foreign to the true feelings of 
her heart. Emmdine was diftrefled at 
parting with her friends, but the idea of 
foon feeing her beloved Alfred, baniihed 
every other care. — ^The next morning fhc 
took an afie6lionate leave of them, and 
bade adieu to London.^ 

Emmeline foon perceived the road they 
were going, was not that, by which they 
entered London, but at prefent did not 

inquire 
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inquire the reafon. However, when they 
came within a few miles of her deftined 
habitation^ be acquainted her with bi& 
intentions* 

It is impoffible to defcribe her amaze- 
ment. She now believed herfelf to be 
loft to Alfred for ever, was ufiacquaintcd 
with the name of the place where (ho was 
going, a flranger to the perfon ihc was to 
be intnifted with, and deftitute of friends, 
tears fell from her eyes/ and fhe earneftly 
implored piermifllon to return to Auburn 
Hall J but in vain/ 

While' they were difcourfing, the car* 

riage flopped at the gate of Mrs, Wal- 

cot's manfion ; they alighted, and he pfB- 

fented her to Mrs. Walcot, who haftened 

to receive her ; after feeing her to the 

apartment defigned for her, he took hi* 

Jeave, 

Emmelinc 
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Emmeline for a few days was abforhtd 
in gnefj the chearfulnefs of the iituatiois 
(it being now a fine fpring) could not in- 
vite her to look from her window— thd 
beauties of a fine garden and arbours 
(enclofed by a high wall) could not tempt 
her to quit her room. She imagined Mrs» 

• » ■ • 

Walcot a mercenary being of Sir Charles's, 
to whom fhe muft fubmit, and be tyranized 
over, as she thought proper 1 But how 
eaiy it is to entertain diiadvantageous 
ideas, efpecially when the mind is af- 
fliaed ! 

^^ ^^ • 

Mrs, Walcot was the reverfe— fhe waj 
the widow of a clergyman of good fa- 
mily, whofe death left her in pofieffion of a 
valuable ^Aate ; fhe had had many fuitoHSj 
but being remarkably fond of her wor- 
thy hulband, had rejeftcd all offers, though 

voii, I. H fhe 
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fte wa9 pot quito thirty yei^rs^^agc wiien 
bodied, . . ^ . - 

Sh^ l^ajd reoetved a liberal ^sdtiff $^l#>f!j» 
(md to^^beer the, fcifindp of her wklpwe^ 
]K>ur% cbQ& ^ 9n)ureinent^ the ialirue-^ 
iififi, of a few young Ywifts^ hmg tho- 
roughly capable of the cbArge; S^q hini 
fel<lo9ak more than fooi^ and yeiy Qfte»; but 
twOir^er only wiflv mk«s for conppftnjjf , 

.,{fn)(i^in9 ibon ytewived the k^w^io^ 
bar unfavouraJ^e ideas bad done thi$ stctA'^ 
drfe W<Hn9Sb ^W4 ^c^etly cbid^d her er- 
rors, being grieved that fhe fhoulcl eater- 
\i^ a ft4)icio9 of a^y one Uowortby of 
tb^iif i;:eal xK^rilw She "was very fyrry ihc 
coqjd-iwit be faAroured with inorte of b^ 
ccjwppp^,, but; found by the i^4 *b$jt <M- 
tQi^d^d ber> that Mrsw Wa}oQt j^a0^ the 
^day princifiilly with Mi&%S6ymQUfv ^n^ 

!i < . » tber 



ther young lady w1k> bwixled there, ^nd 
was that afternoon goii^ out in MUsSqf-' 
mourV carriage. 

'' HowT* raid EmmeHne, ^^ t% Mift 
^^ Seymo^ allowed her own attendacitt 
« in this houfe ?'• 

The fcrvant replied, ^^ Mi& Seyitiou/a 
" friends are not in Engltod'— fh?^ hW. 
^^ heen very iU» and i& reanad&ably melftn-* 
" cboly,— My miftrefs , cannot by any 
'^ means raiie her fpirits^ ihe hattes the 
^^ idea of going out, but her phyiicjan 
** prefcribes air and exercife ; Mrs* Wal- 
^ cot, in obedience to his order, is obliged 
'* to force her abroad, or I verily bdieine 
^^ fhe would never attejnpt to move out 
*^ herfelf, fhe is of fuch a reclufe way of 
" mind.** 

Emmeline was ilruck with the aceo^snt 

H a of 
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of this young lady^ and could not fup^ 
pvtCs the defire of her conDipany and ae- 
quaintance ; her heart was charged with 
ibrrowj and JVIifs Seymour was nielan* 
lancholy — fht thought that converfation 
would make each lefs uneafy. 

While Emmeline was waiting at the 
window, file faw the carriage enter the 
great gates. Curiofity tempted her to fee 
the young ftranger; it was not long before 
Mrs. Walcot and Mifs Seymour appeared, 
the latter was very negligently drcfied, but 
her beauty and apparent forrow at once 
excited the admiration and fympathetic 
tear of Mifs Willbn. 

Mrs. Walcot obferving Emmeline, made 
a refpedtful courteiy, the young lady alfo 
call a look towards her, and for a moment 
feemed loft in thought^ then bowed, and 

covering 
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covering her face with her handkerchief^ 
flapped into the carriagCi which drove 
away. 

When Mrs. Walcot returned, (he vi* 
fited Emmeline, and informed her of the 
confufion and uneafinefs her appearance 
had thrown Mifs Seymour into. 

*^ I am very forry, madam^ if I have 
" made her uneafy; but cannot imagine 
'' how/* 

« I will tell you what I think," Md 
Mrs. Walcot, ** I am inclined to bdScve 
** it arifes from the flriking refemblaniSe 
*^ exifting between you and a kirifman •6f 
'^ her's; for whom, I am afraid, fhe rS5- 
•< grets, more than for the abfence of an 
'^ indulgent parent." 

Emmeline fighed, for fhe thought 6f 
her abfept Alfred, and faid, '' if Mifs 

H 3 ^* Seymour 
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^^ Seymour woidd Iionor me inrith )m* acr 






^uaibtance— <*! am not Very happy roy- 

felf— perhaps Ijpeaking of thofe troubles 
. ^^ ifant make us uaesly^ may alleviate the 
^ ftdne^ that Jiangs on the miad/* 

Mm* Walcot replied, " Mifs Seymour 
'^ reAjfes. io tonyerfe with any body, and 
^* if iht was ever fo agreeabki I have 
^' ordcfs rfirom Sir Charles that ydu ihril 
<' fpeak to no one but myfelf, and the 
^ ifiaid that attetids you.** 

* J anh anfwered^ madam : I will n6t 
'^ aik what it is your duty to deny, nor 
*' will I difob^ him, but it is a cruelty to 
^ be thiis perfecuted/* 

This reply called for an explanation, 
which Emmeline, without hefitation, gra- 
tified, from the death of her mother (fo 
flie filled Mrs. Wilfon) to the prefent 

tJme, 

Mrs. 
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Mn. Walcot was amaized^ beet ^imier 
coming in^ put a period to theiar conVer« 
Oition at that time. 

A few days had dapfed^ when^ on a finft 
inoon4igbt evening, Emmelinc intreifted 
ficrmiffion to walk for an airifig in the 
gatdien; the requeft was too fmaltfbrli 
refufah After walking federal times raun^ 
thinking o( Alfred^ who was perpetually 
in her dnindy ihe^ with pcniive fteps^ ap- 
|)roacfacd oat^ of tfa€ arbours, without ob- 
icrving that ^ny peribn was them befofe 
ber^ and taking Aifred*8 ptidlure ftom hCt 
bofom> printed a ki&lbn Us; fehiek& rtr- 
prefentation. ^ .fiir ohiro. . 

*' Ala« r laid fhe« as OttliiMvAih&kli 
on the bench, " my Alfred \ vwrbe* it pof- 
*' fible for you to know what I fufFer^ oft 
'^ yot^r, account^ fare yxm would fly to 

H 4 " relieve 
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^^ relieve ?ne from this confinement^ which 
'^ though in Ibme refpedls agreeable, is 
^* fevcrely embittered by this cruel fepa* 
^' ration.** As fhe fpoke, the tears trickled 
down her cheeks, and fhe fat a monument 
of forrow, tiU roufed by a voice which, in 
the moil Toothing accents, thus addrefled 
ier :-r- 

. «^ Fair Atanger ccafe to grieve, my 

^^ forrows can equal your*s, and I am'in- 

" dined to think bears a fimilitude^ I 

^^ came to this arbour to figh in fec»<et, 

« 

^^ till I overheard your apparent concern^ 
*' which taught me to forget my own/* 

Emmeline lifted her head to obferve 
who it was that fpake to her fo kind, and 
to her furprife found it was Mifs Sey« 
mour. 

. ' Tbey iat converfing fome time together, 
. . till 
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till the fervant who attended Mifs Seymour 
came to inform her fupper was ready; 
upon which (he requefted Emmcline would 
favor her with her company ; the invitation 
being' accepted^ they walked in doors. 

After fupper, Mifs Seymour intsnated 
a defire of knowing the caufe of £mme« 
line's unealinefs, who immediately g»ti- 
Bed her wifli. Mifs Se]rmour wept at tfie 
recitalj which feemed in many inftances 
afFefling ; and the night being pretty faif 
advanced* Emmeline retired, but entreated 
Mifs Seymour would dine with her the 
next day in Aer apartment : fhe promifed 
fhe would not fsal. 



H 5 CHAR 
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etiAP. vni. 

She iiercr told her love; 
fiut let concealment like a worm Tthe bud> 
n^nuk Hit 4iMiiistf& ctok. i . 



eaaca 



RE neit da^ Mifs Seymour viiited 
£nime|iae, for whom fhe conceived a par- 
ticular friendfhip and afie&ion^ and £m^ 
neline fek an equal regard for her* Soon 
after dinner was removed^ Mifs Wilfon 

exprcfled a wiih of hearing Mifs Seymour's 

... ', 

ftory^ if flie would fevor her with an ac- 
count ; the latter faid there was nothing 
material to mention^ any more than that 
. ihe could not help being unhappy. £m- 
indiiot obferved ihe could not refrain tearSj 

and 



#« 

^ 
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And again aik^d^ with hef tifusTl ttr^ging 
Ibftneis, faying, ^* Yoii niay b* fcft, but 
** cannot be more dtftreflfed, fof I al#ays 
^^ think forrows, when related^ lofe foihe of 
•*' their feverity ;***^)[ told you mlfie, and 
'* AlTufe you, I feel my heart mofe at 
^* eafe/' 

W5fs Seymour iflftantly cditl{)Kfed, fay- 
ing, " That look is fo engaging, and lb 
♦* like an amiable tels^on of mifte, it 
'^ athounts to a comitiand, and I nb longer 
" rtfufc* 

*^ You mull pardon me, fbt What to you 
^ will appear trivial ; your'i were niisfor* 
** tuned, but mine may be ealled fitncied 
*' ills, they originated in giving t^s^ to aii 
*^ . early affe<ftiort, which I hive never bteh 
♦^*able to erafe. 

[^ Sir Francis Seymour, fliy faAer, died 

H 6 ^^ when 
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'^ when I was vciy youog, leaving my 
** mother with two children^ a brother 
^^ named Francis^ and myfelf ; I am called 
^^ Selina. 

« 

^' My brother was four years older than 
// me, and at a proper age was fent to the 

Univeriity^ where a firfl coulin alio was. 
My mother had leveral advantageous 

offers proposed to her, being left a wi- 

*' dow at the age of twenty fix, but the 

.^^ extreme regard fhe had for her children^ 

'^ would not permit her to enter again the 

,^* marriage ftate, 

^':Her fondneis for nie induced her to 
*f have me brought up under her imme- 
^^ . diate inijpe<!%ion ; fhe had mafters to 
'^ teach me every accomplifhment that 
** could be learnt at home. When I ^-^ 
J* tained my feventccntb year, I was intro* 

** duced 
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** duced in almoft every company, vifited 
*^ all public amufemcnts, had a number of 
^^ admirers^ feveral, I may fay, were ami- 
*^ able^ and might excite a paffion in any 
** breafl but mine, which was really infen- 
" fible to the voice of love. 

** At that time my uncle. Lord Mande- 
<* ville, left England, he being in the 
army; his troops were ordered for foreign 
fervice ; my dear aunt having been dead 
feveral years ; and that Chriftmas^ . his 
^^ fon and my brother, came to London to 
** my mother's, to pafs the holidays. 

" My coufin Horace was nineteen years 
" of age ; perhapa you may accufe mc of 
" partiality when I fay he was the moft 
^^ handfome and accompUfhed gentleman 
^* I ever beheld ; his figure was tall and 
*^ c}^ant,^ his converfation fenfible and 

^' engaging^ 
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*^ engaging. I felt a fecret pleafure in his 
*^ company, was never happy but when he 
* was at home, and no public place af^ 
'* fordedme a hy amiifement, if he did not 
^' attend tne there* 

'' I now delighted to vifit every allfeni- 
** biy if he accompanied me, becaufe I 
^^ thought his prefcnce kept ttit from the 
^* unwelcome addreflfes of thofe who pro- 
" fefled themfelves my admirers. I found 
'^ I efteeraed him greatly, but fancied the 
•• tie of rclationfhip was all, but loon 
*^ found the afcendency he held in my 
*^ heart, which I determined to oppofe, 

^* By endeavouring to eftrange m3rfelf 
^' from an afFe6lion already too predoini- 
** nant for my peace, I fell ill: my indif- 
^* pofition confined me fome time, during 

which, he with my brother returned to 

the Ufliverfity. 

<* When 
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** When I recovered, how refolutely I 
'^ thought to abandon all thoughts of my 
*^ amiable coufin. I again vifited all pub- 
** lie places, where I foon drew the atten- 
*^ tion of Colonel Aubert, who profefleda 
*^ ftrong attachment to me ; finding me 
*^ rather averfe, he applied to Lady Scy- 
*« mour. She had beheld my indifference 
<^ to all others, often accufed me of infen- 
'* fibility, and now thought only of the 
<* advantageous offer propofed, therefore 
** gave her confent. 

•^ The Colonel was a mir^^'Ue aged man, 
*^ with no one quality to togagc, except 
his immenfe riches; he had ferved many 
years in the Eaft Indies, where he had 
** amafled a vaft fortune, which made me 
*• envied by many ladies, who wilhed him, 
•* or rather his fortune, their own. But 

•^ riches 
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^^ riches bad no attra<Stions for me^ and I 
^* defpifed the idea of a union with a man 
^ I could not love. 

^^ However, as Lady Seymour eiteem^ 
^' him, my indifference allowed him to 
^^ pafs for my intended hufband, and be- 
** ing abfent from Horace Mandeville, I 
'^ endeavoured to place my afibdtions on 
•* the man my mother approved. 

" One morning, while we were at break-* 
^^ faft, the Colonel being of the patty, we 
** were fuddenly furprifed with the untx* 
*^ pedled appearance of my coulin Man- 
*' deville, who, on entering, darted a look 
*' at me, and fixed an angry eye on the 
^' ColoneL 

«' My heart beat violently ; his arrival 
*^ being fo unexpe<Sted, and the confufion 
^« he excited, deprived me of the power of 

welcoming 
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** welcoming him to town. Lady Sey- 
'^ mour demanded the caufe of his coming 
*^ to town without previous notice, he re- 
** plied, ^ Urgent bufinefs, madam, which 
" I wifli to fee fettled myfelf/ 

^^ This fatisfied us, and accounted for 
*• his fudden arrival. He foon after took 
•* his leave, faying he had to meet ibmc 
^* friends, and begged to decline Lady 
*' Seymour's invitation to dinner. 

** My mother wondered at the hafte he 
•' appeared in,— I was equally furprifed. 

*^ In the evening fhe was engaged out, 
^* I defired to flay at home, though the 
•* Colonel Joined in perfuading me to ac- 
company them ; but I flill rcfufed, an^ 
they went without me. In fad, my 
*« coufin had fo agitated my mind, that I 
was totally unfit for company; and I 

was 
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^< was quite \m€afy and angry ^ith inyfdf 
** for fuffcring a thought of him to intrude 
"on the ferenity I enjoyed a few houw 
*^ before his arrivaL 

" They bad laot been goac abov<? an 
'^ hour^ when my maid announoed the 
** return of Mr* Mandeville. Iw^&gfeatly 
'^ alarmed^ and To(e to receive him^ but 
'* trembled fo when ho; prelfed my band 
^^ and tenderly inquired after my h^Itbj 
«* that he could evidently perceife the 
" a^tation bis prefence threw m^ into. 

^' I begged him to be feated, and de- 
" manded the caufe of his journey to Lon- 
'' don J to my aftoruihment he /replied, 
«^ * the caufe, Selina, is yourielf ; the news 
^' reached Oxford that you was going te 
« be married; I could not fuilain tlie 
" thought, and came to London to pro- 

*' vent 
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** vent it ifpoifible; for my dear coufin^ 

^^ I feel the ctrtaiwty df beiag unable to 

^ fiftppon life, if you coobfent to be the wife 

•^ of another.' 

Tbi$ dechtratkm furprifed me ; * You 

are not in eartieft ittre!y> Horace? bave 

•* you board of Colonel Atibert*s attach- 

•* mctit tome?* 

*' ' I have,' he replied, ' the thought is 

^ madnefs; for which reafbn, I determined 

to tell you my aiFcdion, and that every 

bappinefs on earth will be denied mCt 

if you are his wife.* 

* Upon my word, coufin, you amaze 

^ mes this whim fince your return to 

*' Oxford is unaccountable; when here 

*^ at Chriflmas you never entertained a 

** thought of me — ^why are you now fo 

" alEduous in making me mifcrablc, per- 

** haps for life?' 

^^ He 



€€ 
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^' He was diftrcfled at the queftion^ 
** his bofom fwelied with anxiety ; he fat 
'* down J and fixing his eyes full on me, 
*' faid, * Thank heaven, Selina, your bo- 
^* fom is unacquainted with thofe foul- 
'< rending pangs, which invades the breafl: 
** that throbs with doubtful hope-r-if you 
'^ did, you could not appear (b indifFe- 
*' rent. 

^ Why, — why did you keep filent fo 
long r I replied, ^ my promife is given, 
in obedience to Lady Seymour's com- 
mands, though it grieves me to confefs 
^^ I halve no afFedlion for Colonel Aubert.' 
** ' Oh! hear me, Selina I I imagined 
^* myfelf difliked, and was unwilling to 
** difoblige you with declaring my paflion.' 
*' I was unable to reply ; I remained fi- 
^^ lent, and was extremely confufed. He 

" obfcrvod 



if 
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'* obferved it, and continued, * It is to fue 
^' for a return of afFci^ion that induced me 
" to come to London ; let me, my dear 
'* Selina, beg you will not treat the pureft 
^* paiiion that ever exiiied in a human be- 
" ing with indifference ; but confider be- 
'5 fore you pronounce my fate/ 

^^ « Coufin,* faid I, ^ I am young, and 
^* unacquainted with the paffion you fpeak 
*^ of. I alfo aflure you, I never liked the 
'^ Colonel ; he is Lady Seymour's choice, 
^' and I wifti to make her happy in my obc- 
" dience. The time is not yet fixed for 
^^ out marriage, nor have I any wifti to haf- 
*^ ten it. I deiire you will keep this a fe- 
cret from your aunt, for if Ihe knew it, I 
am confident flie would be very angry.' 

« 

*^ ^ Give me leave to hope, Sclina ; for 
you iky you diilike the Colonel ; what 

"(oUy 
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^^ folly or madnefs will you be guihy of, if 
*f you. mtory a man you acknowledge you 
^^ eannot love !<--^tbink, timely think I bow 
^^ miserable that life muft be, confirained 

to honor and oblige a perfon, who, as 

you now diflik€> will every day be more 
** odious to you. The Colonel is im- 
** raenfely rich— will riches create happi- 
" nefe or content? — can all the wealth of 
*^ India purchafe love?— ^no, Selina^ fuflfer 
^^ not your good fenfc to yield to fuch a 
'^ wretched illufion^ but confider before 
^^ you are nurobered with the many, who 
^^ rafhly have married in hopes that riches 
" would make all things eafy — ^but in a 
*^. very Ihort time have found bow erronc* 

ous was their expedlations, and judge of 

the misery of fuch a uiuon*' 

Mr. Mandevillte*l5 arguments poflel^d 

^^ acharm> 
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^^ a cluMTO, I believe, that (beraed to awaken 
^* every fenfe, and broug|lit ideas till then 
^^ I yrm^^ firanger to ; I (huddered at the 
^^ thought : I ikw the mUkry to which I was 
'* goisgto configin royfelf, by tacitly yield- 
^^ ing my hand to Colonel Aubert^ who nfiy 
'^ heart bad ^ways confidered- with indif- 
^^ fereoee. I knew not what to fay, but 
" begged he would deelinc the difcourlc, 
" as it made me very unealy, a«d affbred 
'^ him Colonel Aubert would not be my 
^^ fauifoand ib fi>on as he imagined. 

:^^ A loud knock at the door led me to 
*5 believe Lady Seymour was retum.ed, I 
'^ Was^ toa much difturbed by Mr. Maude- 
** ville^s co^verlation^ to meet her without 
** difcovering the emotion it had raifed; 
'^ but to sny extH'eme iadsfaiSlion^ it was a 
^^ young hidy who- paiied the remainder of 

'' the 
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^< the evening with us^ and continued till 
^^ my mothet cattle home. 

'^ Next morning. Lady Seymour jeft* 
^^ ingly interrogated him concerning his 
*^ remarkable buiinefsj ^ Some love affair/ 
^* fatd fhe, ' I have not a doubt of it ; the 
** gentlemen of the Univerfity form fine 
^' engagements during their vocation^ it 
*^ would make their friends very uneafyi I 
^^ am inclined to think^ if Ihey knew all/ 
" ^ The engagements^ i have formed^ 
madaiP) I feek not to deny to any of my 
friends^ if they think proper to make the 
inquiry.* My mot^icr ap))eared vexed, 
^^ (he iaid no more. 'Mr. Mahdeville flaid 
** dinner, and then returned poft to Ox- 
*f ford. 

^^ My coufin in a few months left the 
^ Univerfity, and went torefide at Wood- 

" villc 



It 
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nlle Abbejr^ near Glouceftf r^ ^9t»d on 
the {dea&nt jbis^ of Ui#. Sinrmiu ft 
waslb^ family mftnfion^ aod he gtfw w 
an io^itstjon wbicb: we j9ccqptaii^'iiii4 
gladly embraced the oppoiUMtty of r4$^ 
viliting a place we had been fo long a 
ftranger to ; for fince the death of my 
aunt^ and Lord Mandeville*8 abfence 
abroad^ the abbey had been in a manner 
'^ deferted. 

^^ I muft inform you, that after my cou- 
^^ lin*s declaration of his love, it is needleft 
'^ for me to fay with what indifference I 
** looked on Colonel Aubert, yet he had 
^^ Lady Seymour's fandiion ; and I could 
^^ not politively declare my di&pproba- 



4JS 
6C 






diio^lige her. 

My impatience to fee my coufin, 
vol., !• ^ ^' an4 



17b xMMfiiiiKfiroit; 

^^ and free myfelf from the prefence of 
^^ Cdlonel Aubert^ made me delighted 
^' with the idea of going to Woodvilffe 

Abhe^y and the next week we fet but for 

that place. 
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CHAP. IX. 

» • * * 

ft 

WjC of burfeWes can neither love nor hate^ 
Hearen ftill refervcs the power to guide our fate*' 



jVIr. MANDEVILLE had many op- 
** portunities of addreffing me, and impor- 
" tuning a return of affection, — ^I believed 
^^ him iincere, and after we had been a 
fhort time at Woodville Abbey, ex- 
changed our mutual vows. 

I win pafs over a recital of ^be happi* 
nefs I experienced in his company ; for 
^^ love ftories appear very infipid to thoie 
" who are not conc_^med ; but I muft ac- 
^' knowledge, I returned to London with 
^^ regret : and allure you, I thought it the 

1 2 <* fcvereft 






*^ icvereft moment of my life, that carried 
" me from Woodville Abbey, to the hated 
^^ prefence of Colonel Aubert. But Mr, 
*^ MandeviHe promHed to tofske^ the time 
^^ pafe lefs Infuppbrtable hy regularly car- 
*^ refponding by letter, declaring he (hould 
^' vifit tov^n very fbon, and, if poffible^ 

/f prevail' on his aunt to 4ji)flfemt to our 

^^ No beii^g on isatth leemed fo . pdiofJS 
*', ifl my €5^e&, as tiie Colonel^ ^d my dil^ 
^^ like4:ohim€ncfea(^tO'that€Xtcnt/tb«t 
'^ I refufed to atteild Lady S^y fnour ti^ her 
^^ vifits, left I ftoukl meet him. My 
^' fpirits feon bfeCaiDb ttnufiially depateffbi, 
^< te4I felfl^fti quitted my room: /whHft 
^' !&a4y SeymQUr.womtered^ Ac oaftife^f 
<^ my I&&kftofao][^^fi4 oppirent i»i)eafiaefi, 
5^ mid I <«€>il^tiDvi^ di£3^tftsfied vrith every 

r I " thing 
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^^ thing till Mr. Mandevillc arrived io 

*^ The fudden tranfitiou from fadnefs ta 
joy Lady Seymour could not help ob- 
icrvlng. 1^ was convinced my coufin 
was the objeA, — our firft interview ve-i 
•^ rifled her fufpicions, — He qxpreflfcdhow 
** glad be was to fqe me^ and what he had. 
'^ endured in my abfetJQe^ My mother 
*^ looked d5fpleafed> Mr. M^ndcvillc q^)-^ 
'^ ferved itj, aqd turning; to her f^i^jf ' far-^ ^ 
<don vp^, dear aunt>hut Selina i^ibd^^r.) 
to^me^tb^f I fhpMl^ fpeai; falfe if! faid^ 

I had e^cperiencQd a BiQ?neot'^ h^pplwft 
finceihe left Woodville Abbey/ 
'' Lady Seymovir did nQt know wh^it to 
^' make of thisj, wd with rpmarkable feri- 
oufnefs (he replied|. * I hope^, my de^r, 
you do not feel that partiality to your 
oouHn you exprefs.' 

13 ''' Madam/ 



it 
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' Madam/ faid he, ^ were it pofliblc 
' for you to read my heart, you might 
latisfy your doubts, — Selina reigns* tri- 
umphant there' ^ . . 

* Now, Horace, you offefad mc,"* (he 
replied, ' you come, I fear, to difturb 
herrepofe; you are not unacquainted 



with her attachment to Colonel Aubert, 
my confent to their union is paft — fee 
how your behaviour alarms her; I de- 
fire yoii will banifli all thoughts of her 
*^ in future, and let nie hear of this filly 
^' paffion no more, if you have been fb 

r 
I 

" indifcreet to harbour fuch an abfurd 
'' thought/ 

^^ Mr. Mandeville was filent, — he faw 
^^ her angry, and deferred a further decla- 
^^ ration till he found her rail humour to 
^^ liftcn to him. 
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^' Whilft he remained m town, my mo- 
*^ ther took care that he fliould never 
^* fpeak to me alone, not ever permitted 
^f me to attend any amufement but with 
'' her, or Colonel Aubert, hoping, doubt- 
*^ lefs, tp^remove all thoughts of Mr. Man- 
** deville from my mind; which heob*^ 
^^ ferving, madehis vifit much fhor^r thaa 
*/ was firft intended, ahd after taking a 
^^ very affcfSUpnate farewell of me, returned 

'^ to Woodville Abbey. 

*^ As foon ashc wasgope, I grew ©e^ 
^'ilancholy, apd again ^piifined: myfel^ to 
^^ my room, from whence no perfuafion® 
^^ could draw me, unlefs for an airiqg/ 

when abfqlutfly n§ceflary* . , ■ y. - 
Lady Seymour was difplcafedi I na* 

longer ferupled tO^dfiglarQ'my difappro- 
" bation of the Colonel. .;Shefaid I wa» 

I 4 ^^ capricious 






^^ capiiciow aad romaniier-Mifrufed me 
^ I CDifld not break the engagemest fhe 
'^ had confented to^ that when I was mar- 
^ ried I ihoald think better of it^ and 
^ thadkber.fi^ tbc care ihe had taken 
^ for ft>7 infereftw-^I could not tefily 
^ witbotit oflTeading, ^refbte remained 
«^ fiJent. 

'f One day^ while I wad fitting in my 
^^ ebamber^ l/ady Seymour foddenly Came 
** up, and found me i^eeping over my eou- 
^ &v^8 pdrtri^t^ l%6 began to fear a ri^ci^ 
^ proQ^ affi^ion eatifted between u^and 
^^ taking it from me/ faid, ' SqU;D&> I fear 
*•' .you love your couiin too weH to com- 
" ply with my wifh, and the Gobners ad- 
« drefles.' 

^' I replied, ^ My dear m$dam, if it is ^ 
^^ fault in us, it 13 one you muft excufe ; 

'' Mr. 
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^* Mr. Mancjeville is too amUble tQ be 
*^ looked on with indifFcrence,"rrto beac- 
^^ quainted with his merits al&<Sliao fSuft 
^ foilow of courfew* 

^^ Lady Seymour endeavoured to pet^ 
'^ fuikde me from what ihe called & Iboli^ 
^* attachment^ and we parted^ eaob diiQitiB-* 
*^ fied with the otheif"* 

'f An invitation now WIW i^9i|r n^ 
'^ brother who refided at gut Qountry 
** refidence — ^for my mother^ myfelf 
^^ and Colonel Aubert^ io pai^ the au- 
*^ «nm with him at Seymowr Hall.' I 
*^ intreated ColoneJ Aubert might not 
** be of the pairty.-— lady SeymoUf in- 
*^ fifted my brother's requeil ihoi^ld be 
^^ obeyedr^befides, how ill it would he 
^^ treating the Colonel, if we fupprefled 
i^ the invitation* I told her^ I had taken 

15 ^^ an 
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^* an opportunity of telling the Gdlonel 
^^I did not approve of the intended alli- 
ance. Lady Seymourfaid I made my- 
felf appear truly ridiculousj but my 
ftupidity fhould not make Colonel Au- 
^* bert have the fame opinion of her—and 
^^ declared fhe had not a doubt but I 
vrouM alter my mind when we were to- 
gether at Seymour Hall. 

In a few days wc fet oijt for that 
place. 

Lady Seymour made no fcruple . of 
'* letting me walk out with the Gotaneli 
^* (though greatly agaihft my inclination,) 
*^ with the hope I imagine to remove the 
*^. indifFerence I had for him,;--rFiriding 
" Lady Seymour would pay but little at- 
f^. tendon to what I faid, as her heart 
** feemed fixed on my marriage with 

'' Colonel 



it 
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« Colonel Aubert, 1 thought of fpeaking 
'' to him, believing it impoffible he could 
'^ wifli to marry a perfop who declared 
'' fhe had no regard for him— b^ut fo it 
'^ was, the Colonel exprefled a total difre- 
" g^rd of whether I eftcenxed him or not, 
" he had Lady Seymour's acquiefence he 
" faid, and expelled mine to follow of 
" courie. 

*« I endeavoured to reafon with him, 
^« telling him I thought it far preferable 
" not to Aiarry; than to enter that ftate 
" and be unhappy all our lives, * for, faid I, 
'^ there can be no happinefs, where there 

'^ is no love/ 

'^ * But riches,' faid the Colonel, ^ will 
*^ infure it, if people are not happy at 
" home, money will purchafe it abroad,—- 
" a vortex of diffipation, when the means 

I 6 ^^ arc 
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* 

** are not wanting to fuppoft it, and plea- 
^ ibrcs that can only be gratified by 
^ wealthy will make us happy,— Fll try 
'* the event.' 

* ^* ^ Your ideas and mine, fir, fo intirely 
*' difigree/ faid I, with difdain, ' that I 
*^ aflure you, I never will enter into fuch a 

•^ wretched life,— fo I wifti you a good 
'^ morning.* I then left him, and returned 
^^ home alone, — ^yexed to think the man 
*^ my mother approved could entertain 
*^ fuch horrid ideas." 

^' A few mornings after, I was walking 
*^ out alone, and about half a mile from 
*^ the Hall, obferved a carriage waiting—- 
I thought it ftrange, but imagining it 
did not concern me, took no further 
^* notice of it. — I was foon joined by 
*^ Colonel Aubejt, he looked unufually 

^^ cheerful. 
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*^ cheerful^ and jcftingly alked if myideaS' 

^* of happihefs were the fame as I ex- 
prcfled a few mornings ago ? 

' They have fufFered no alteratioDy 
fir,' was my reply. 

*^ * Nor has mine/ faid he, ^ and yet 1 
think I fhall be very happy/ taking my 
hand, and putting it under his arm— • 

*^^ then continued in converfation that 

*^ gave me great offence. 

** As wc drew near the carriage which 
was open^ I obferved we were followed 
by two fcrvants in livery — ^the reafbn I 
foon difcovered, for they came and 

** affifted the Colonel to lift me into the 
carriage,— I endeavoured to free myfelf^ 
but in vain — ttiyhcart funkin my bofom 

"^^ with dread, I Md fcarce ftrength to 
fpeak, — a loud fliri|3lE*^was all I could 

*^ utter. 
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*^ utter, and fortune providentially pre- 
" fcnted a deliverer from the Colonel's 
" bafe intentions. It was Mr. Mande- 
" ville." * Hold villains ! * exclaimed he, 
" ' I charge you Colonel Aubert to releafe 
" Mils Seymour, or my fword fliall pierce 
" your heart.' 

*' This uttered in a commanding tone, 
'' m^de the fervants quit me, and Colonel 
^^ Aubert trembled in Mr. Mandeville's 
" prcfence. I was fo overcome with 
" fright that I fell fenfelefs on the ground, 
—-how long I remained in this ftate of 
infenfibility I cannot fay, but when I 
" recovered, found myfelf fupported in the 
^^ friendly arms of Mr. Mandeville. 
'^ ' How greatly ought I to be obliged to 
^- you/ faid I — « I can but thank you,— 
'^ my heart is already your's. — ^Where is 
'' Colonel Aubert?' 

'' Alk 
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" ^ Alk mc not for fuch a wretch, — if 
^^ you value mc, no more profane your 
" tongue with fuch a villain's came. — If 
^ he has courage to meet me according 
** to his promife, I will revenge this 
'' infult.' 

So faying he condu<Sed me home. 
My mother was abfent when we ar- 
" rived, but my brother was furprifcd to 
fee my coufin in that part of the coun- 
try, he begged him to walk in and pafs 
the day. — Mr. Mandcville politely re- 
fufed, faying, that his arid Selinas in- 
" fults would pals unrevenged if he did 
not return immediately — therefore beg- 
ged Sir Francis to attend him, and he 
f' would inform him by the way. 
** As foon as they were gone, I retired 
to my chamber, where the dreadful idea 

'' of 
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" of my brother, or Mr. Mandeville's 
** danger, furniflied rae with ftjfficient 
^* grief for the remainder of the day, and 
^ I was m bed before flie returned. 

** My heart was harrowed with the 
^* moft alarming conjedlures ; I could not 
*^ imagine the reiafon of my brother's not 
*^ returniBg, nor had any intelligence ar- 
^^ riv^d to alle^riate the dreadful anxiety 
" that opprefled mc. , 

** Lady Seymour wondered at my un- 
" eafinefs-*- 'the tormenting dpubts that 
'* filled my bofom made me incapable 
^^ of giving the information ftie wiihcdj 
^^ but while we were fpeaking mj brother 

entered my apartment. — His look was 

fufiicient to pronounce all I dreaded 
^^ had happened.' 

^^ * For God's fake ! ' exclaimed Lady 

Seymour, 
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Seymour, ^ what is the matter ? — ^why 
look you Co diftrefled ?— -why are you 
^^ both lb alarmed?* 

^^ He replied, ^ the Coion^l i$ a villain P 
'' * Mjr dear brptber/ faid Ij ' eafe the 
^^ torment I endure, — tell me — tell me— 
^^ bow is Mr. Mandeville ? ' 

" ^ Ah ! Selina^ I dread to affli<Syou — 
^^ drive my dear fifter to be compofed and 
refigned to what may follow.— Mr, 
Mandeville is dangeroufly wounded/ 
" I heard no more^— terror overcame 
^^ me, and I fainted away." 

^' When I recovered, I was exceeding 
anxious to know the particular^ of what 
had happened, though they in treated 
me to be filent and compofed, but the 
agony of mind I endured could not ad- 
mit of perfuafion. Sir Francis related 

" the 
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the Coloncrs bafenefs to my mother, 
her afloniihment is beyond my abilities 
to pourtray. I eagerly aiked in what 
" ftate he left Mr. ^andcville. — ^He re* 
^^ plitd, ^ he is taken to a furgeon's, but I 
" am grieved to fay, it is not cxpedled he 
will furvive till morning. — Colonel Au- 
bert is equally hurt, and acknowledged 
the juflice of our worthy coufin ; he 
confeiTed, he defigned to take you away 
by force, but begs you will forgive him, 
as' lie does not expedt to live.* 

All my fears were now realized.— Mr. 
" Mandcville's danger threw me into a 
" violent fever ; the next morning I was 
^^ quite delirious, and continued in that 
^^ 'ftate, &s 1 have been fince informed, for 
^^ three weeks, when the fury of my ill- 
" nefs abated, and the firll perfon I dif- 

'' covered 
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covered after my recovery was "Nfr. 
*^ Mandeville, fitting in an arm chair 
*^ by * my bcdfide — a light which dif- 
*^ trefled, and pleafed me, as I how bc- 
*^ Kcved'he was out of danger, tboHgh not 
*^ able to walk acrofs the room without 
*^ afEftance. 

'* I had fcarce power to inquire after his 
*^ health, and his vifible concern hindered 
^^ him from fpeaking to me ; he feintly 

faid, ' I am happy Selina to fee you 

4 

once more a little better,* — I hope your 

danger ispaflcd/ 

^ And I,* faid I, ^ am equally rejoiced, 
*^ as I believe you are recovering from 
^^ your late misfortune, but am extremely 
^^' ftirry, thaf 1 was the fatal caufc/ 

* 

^* ^ It w^s a cjufe Selina, in which I 
^^ would have loft my life to revenge the 

iafult. 






ts 



L 



ic 



IftS JiMMEUKB; 0B» 

** infult^ therefore beg you will ceafe to 
^^ lament on that account/ 

" FincHni" me Hill very unfit for con- 

verfation, and fearing it might make me 

worfe, be took a flight farewell and re-^ 

tired, leaving me to enjoy a litde re- 

pofe, he imagined I flood in need of. 

^^ I inquired of my attendant how he 

^^ came there, but flic r^fufed to inform 

me, and told me not to talk.--^On my 

interrogating h^ again, I received qo 

^^ anfwer at all ; this was very mjortifying, 

" but I was obliged to be filent. •. 

^^ About an hour aftcr^ my fnotber en* 
tered, and with a mofl afFe6lionate cpn- 
cern, aflced how I was, — Tj:ic voice I 
^^ had been fometime a llrai>ger to, but it • 
^S cheered : me, and I thanked her with 
" fervour. — She embraced me, and defircd 

** I would 
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^^ I would be careful of my beakh, and not 
** fit ive to make too rapid ' a progrefs in 
rfi^ rttoircxyl teft I flicmld relapfe, 
" I continued about a Tortnrght longer 
in my chamber, durrrig AVhrch time I 
^* received another vifit from Mr. Man- 
^^ deville, when I was able to fit up. — ^He 
^^ informed me, that Lady Seymour,learn- 
ing his exteme danger and the caufc, 
took every poffible care for his recovery, 
and fent exprefs for the mofl eminent 
of the faculty ; (he wilhed to have him 
home, but finding her defire could not 
be complied with, without the immedi- 
ate hazard of his life, — ^he was obliged 
^^ to remain where he was till out of dan- 
^^ ger, when he was removed to Seymour 
^* Ha9, and every care taken to reftore 
'' him. 

'' This 









IQO bmmblikb; oBj 

*' This gave me infinite (atisfadlionj 
and contributed greatly towards my re- 
covery, — ^in the courfc of the next tveek 
I was able to walk in the garden^ or ride 
^* out in the air. 
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CHAP. X. 

Reafoii and ldve> I know could .ne*er zgrtt. 
Both would command, and both fuperior be> 
One muft be difobeyed ; and (hall I prove, 
A rebel to my reafon^ or to love ? 



"Wi 






HEN we returned to London, 
my mother prefled Mr. Mandeville to 
accompany us, bat he refufed, faying, 
*^ 'Your goodnefs will excufe me; my 
'^ affairs at home muft be in fad diforder 
*^ during this long abience, — I fhall return 
'* to Woodville Abbey, and as fp£cdily 
'^ as poiRble will do myfelf the pleafure of 
^* vifiting you in London/ 

*^ When we arrived in town. Lady Sey- 
** mourns too vifible concern at our attach- 

*' ment 
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^^ ment appeared more and more; fhc 
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grew peevifli^ and I thought negledled 
^^ me. Sometimes (he would talk about 
*^ my.coufin^ andfay^ (he feared my uncle 
^^ would never confent to our marriage ; 

that though my fortune was very conli- 

derable, it was nothing adequate to 
" Lord Mandeville's expe<5latiQn.sj heir 
^^ to a groat fortune, and if hiseotilifi^ the 
^^ Edrt of Harkland. died unmainried^ 
^* (wbich was very Kkdly,) he :«fould &ic-> 
^* ceed toihai title and.eftate ; befides^'flie 
^' knew be vms already jcntigaged/wsth' his 
'^ fatherVappdbsiioQ^toaladyqsliiieibely 
f' rich. 

^^ This to me . was ibfy u«Wf|ledme 
*^ newsi I never liad hcai^d of <«oh an 
*^ engagement before : I meifitioned my 

tioabts^ Lady £eymrbur 'soured tfte it 

<^ was 
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*^ was truth* and begged I would make 

^^ her and myfelf happy by thinking no 

^^ more of Mr. Mandeville,; — ^ Give me 

*^ your promife, Sjelina^ to endeavpur tp 

^'^ conquer tbip abfu^ d paffion, and as you 

** have often kppt ypur chamber, fo, to 

^^ oblige me, I defire you will ^ when your 

*^ coufin comes tp town ; it is not necef- 

. *' fary that you fhoold fee him, till I have 

^^ made inquiries to my fatisfailipn** .^ * 

^^ In compliaijce to her. wifh, J .gave 

^^ the d^fire^ :prOiinife, thoug^^.jny :|^eart 

" fufFered feverely by fo doing. — I could 

^* fcal-ce coiiceal my unealIi\eia.[fpom my 

. ^^ mother^ who took care tq be jcQAUnually 

\"' talkiing:on.daefq|)jcd that fo (ifiCffly «£• 

. ^' In a ffew days Mn.Mandevillejiarrivtd 

- '^ in town. I. bad r&ed the rcfoloftion of 

VOL. I. K *^ not 



*^ libt feeing hitn, and, in ob^di^fice to 
•*« Lady Seymour, did not qtiit my cbam- 
'^^ ber. ^e told^ rtie fee often brought a 
'^^ Mr. Freetnore with him to dine at our 
•** houfe ; I hare fceft tfel^m from my win- 
^* ^J6w, but never fpoke to Mr, Freemore, 
'^ who is, I imagine, the gentleman you 
^^ have ttcn t ion ed to me. - ' 

Onb ^evening, Lady Seymour entered 
my room ift afiotilfliment, holding a 
'^^ leAer, which ihe defined me to read^— I 

VI. : :<«Do^ Sifter^ Pirr«;Feb. 7. 

v-'^^ iAtt'^sVfiift ha^ ktely liarpperied »that 
•3w >eB^flis me,'<ltiyjp^iladbmethin^:of my 
^^ dea^ daughter, who died in her ilifimcy; 
i^^. lailcniaie.ferfaht 6f Lady Mandevillc's, 
i ^^iiwWiQbGe'.Ienred you> now lies danger* 
*oa ^^ ,. . «ouily 
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'^ oufly ill ; flie has (bmething to com- 
^^ municaCe, which (he fays will amaze u» 
^^ all, and wiflies to fee you> declaring (he 
" cannot die eafy till we have forgiven her, 
" if poiSble. — She refufcs to acquaint me 
^ till you arrive : hafte then, dear lifter, 
*^ as you may fuppofe I am all impatience* 

" Your immediate compliance will 
'^ confer a lafting obligation on, 

^^ Tour affciftionate brother, 
" H, Makdevillb. 

^^ P. S. This exprefs brings a let ter to 
" my fon, who is to accompany you.*' 

^^ The letter furprifed me greatly, I 
^^ aiked if I was to go with her.— ^ I Ihall 
not ftay long in Paris,' laid flic, * there- 
fore, it can be no pleafure for you to go 
" with me. — I was thinking^ to leave you 

?: a " with 



i6 



A 



^^ with Mrs. Walcot ; you al wayd eftccmed 
/' her — I know not a being on earth I 
-^^more refpedl, and who, I am t^onfident, 
*^ \yiU take care and amufe you,-^Or 
^^ fhould you like to remain here beft ?* 
. " I thought it prudent ta prefer Mrs. 
*^^ W.^Icot, being too young to be left with 
^^ ,the care of fervants, and my heart was 
notdifpofed to entertain much company 
, during her abfence. I begged Lady 
Seymoijr would appoint a trufly fervant 
:to take tb6 cafe, on hcrfelf—fhe agreed; 
*^ and next morning I hurried to get every 
" thing ready, and, accompanied by her 
'^ . Lady (hip, foon arrived here. 
, "1 Having forgot fome jewels . which I j 
" feared might be loft, Ireturned to town | 
^^ the following day# . ! 
" My mother was not at home, but Mr. | 

" Mandeville 
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*^ Mandeville was there preparing for his 
^^ journey; I was extremely uncafy, but 
•* he flew to receive me with tranfport.— • 
'^ ^ Cruel Selina,' faid be, * what havfe I 
^^ done to merit this fevere treatment? why 
^^ have you unkindly abfented yourfclf 
>^ from me ? what a change— how often 
*^ have yon protcfted, you never would be 
' ;" falfc to rtie/ ^ 

" * It was becaufe I was a ftranger to 
/' your engagements.— -I alfo accufe you 
of unkindnefs: why did you take fucK 
pains to gain my 'affe<SliohSj^ When you 
. " knew your promife was giveft to ano- 
." ther?' . .. 

" * Another]' exclaimed he, in the moft 
^^ violent emotion, • for heavens fake! 
^^ Selina, explain your meaning.* 

" I then informed him all that had 

K 3 '^ pafled 






** palled between Lady Seymour and my- 
•^ felf. 
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We arc both impofed on> Selinaj* 
he replied^ <* it is a fb^ fabricated 16 
diftrefs you.— *I plainly perceive I have 
*^ no friend in my aunt ; I ily to the beft 
^ of fathers, to relieve my anxiety— dc- 
*^ pend on me and Lord Mandcvillej if I 
" live to return from Paris, I will make 
•* you mine for ever.* 

•^ My apprehenfions were filenccd; X 
^ was fotrj I had mside him as well as 
^ myfelf unhappy, by abfcnting myfcif in 
^ compliance to Lady Seymour's requeft. 
*^ I begged he would forgive the uneafi- 
*' nefs I had cauied him — ^which was rea* 
" dily granted* 

" He entreated permiflion to fee me 
'^ fome way on the road^ as I appeared in 

'' hafte. 
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^.haAe;. .1 conlCesxted, wb^n to convmce 
^* rac of his truth, fiiicerky and aff(f<5lioii, 
-f* be urged for a private marris^ge to- put 
/* JwTery tuQ^afy doubt from tpy mind. 

*' This I could by no means conient to; 

** I knew Lady Scytnouf's t<H7)per^ aad 

^f idreadedJhis father*9> bdkving it better 

'^ to haye thelpiifec coftlj^t. .Mri^Sfan- 

*' 'devalle alfo thought, it be^.tr^? took 

^^ an a&c^ioriate ^^ew^ll^ and^ qultted> tJie 

:,-** ^^riage^jufl: d$ W(5 w^rp; iB:v|^v 9f:}^* 

' ^i^ Walcot's friendly ^aJte,- , .; . , ^^ 

':* -M Whdi l.entdrfe(i tb^ilpgrloiin, J^y 

; ^^'-Seymour wgs wftitiogf tO/bid me- adieu; 

^^ our'panii^ igrie^tdiiflfc. , J:. perceived 

-'^^«flie teftirte ft'iHib,^ vifiWfi cjano^rn on her 

". coujitienancfei txidiNyUbpQQrp,i<MvJ?»'nefs 

:^ rijan J had received ' from btC.a great 

K 4 "^They 
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^^ Tbeyhavei been gone above a month, 
^^ and I have not y^t heard from then) ; my 
-*^ ]ptt{tr\t irn'dSnfehdy f |s';oc<Jafioned ^by * a 
'"i thoufand^tbrm^fentiiig^ideisi all probably 
l^ ^ %eri^; ' I ibm etfeoes dread the death of 
•^ •^'in^-rtbther is the cafefc of the delay,— 
''<^- 0i*fonij^kc€5'dc^ rnayBavehappei^ to 
*'*-^r:'l^a»tt^ilte5 :3«*fiokfiheyi:iii<h fo 
^'^"fcdncW-^drh tn*^-ror : may:iiot'ibe>:likc 
^^ other irneny be changeable? his "heart 
'^ yieldi'^i^tftthe ch^rth«*of fQmc engagirPg 
'* foreigner, nyayBban|ih-.the/aflfeaii6h he 
"> iad^fotfSelina^aAdiliaVas! theingontof 
; ^<- fi^M, ttialy 'alfo be out'of mind f-*^Bnt 
.:iff . jfekhct oftb$ffefu^icicps;areiith€ caufe^ 
1 ;/f tivvHy^attifI> td'be" kefpti a jftrafegerittoH? 
•' •' foOrier br-fet-l^' thcJ trutbrauft ^acwne.* 
*^ "When fir{?I faW yooj the 'flrikiiig re- 
'' femblance you bear to Mr. MaridevHlc 

' 'a#*^- ''made 

t 
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^"^ made me love you, whil^ I Ipe^k to you 
" it feems as if I were converfing with 
him. — You poflefs the fame fine blue 
eyes, the fame fmile adoras your cheek, 
your voice alfo enchants my ear, every 
expreflion fcems to fay, ' I am his own 
image;' were you bis filler, the fimili- 
" tude could not be greater. 

" As I have funk into this melancholy 
*^ habit of mind, my phyfician orders me 
*' about for the air, to endeavour to make 
^* me cheerful by the divcrfity of things 
*^ with which I am entertained in my ride. 
" It is to no efFedl ; every thing fcems to 
^^ me void of amufement ; in your com- 
pany 1 think I could be happy^ if my 
dulnefs and infipidity did not ma]be you^ 
melancholy alfo. — Dare I hope you 
*^ will oblige me with it, as often as con- 

K 5 *^ venient V^ 
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•^ wnicnt?'* * ^'CtmirAy,*' replied Em- 
melinc, ^* probably converfation may abate 
*^ the uneafinefs we both experience.** 

From this period, the ladies were as one; 
Miis Sfeymour never rode out without be- 
ing accompanied by the amiable Mifs 
Wilfbn, whofe engaging conVerfation 
helped to make Mr. Mandeville's abfencc 
left tedious ; — on the other hand, Emme- 
line*s concern for -Mils Seymour, con- 
tributed to chafe away many uncomfortable 
thoughts of Alfred. 

It IS now time to leave the ladies, and 
return to Alfred lat Auburn Hall, who im- 
patiently waited the return of his father, 
cxpectiVig Emmeline wpuld arrive with 

hira. But wTiat words can convey the dif-r 

t 

treft he endured, when he faw Sir Charles 

come home alone? 

Alfred 



Aiftcj5 tagerJy mcfutred for EflriBeline ; 
Sfr Charles repli^i iri'a AiHen tcHMV^'Shc 

flf ^how, firi^*^ ^* The hufindS is neu 

"' thet^' y6or's nor mi»4iAl-««*g*««f** ^^^^ 
(Sir Ohafles; »^ fte is flfed wht Lord Bell- 

:$% viUii---diamed, I thiAk they tcH flae;'' 
and flrove to appear indifferent. 

«' Oh heaven rfeid Alfred, unabjc to 

tfonceal tb^ agony «f his heart, ** is (he 

fi^ reaHy married, fir?'* 

1 «' I eattnot'eonfider it is of any confe- 

^* quence to you;'* ftSd Sir Charles, ^^ for 

U% ^hy fhottUl yott be/coneerhed ?'- 

*^ I am extremely concernedi'*- replied 
Alfred, ** no one oti earth can be more." 
.. *^ Let that concern ceaie,*' faid Sir 
Charles^ burftfng^into a ihoft violent rage; 

K 6 ''I fee 






I fee ypUK aim ; I have Ipn^ fuj({>fi%ed it 

-<^you think to fupplanrt me in £mii)e-* 

*^ line's affections. Hear my def^ration^ 

*^ ;-^whether £n)}xi^ixi(e^;^ma]T^flpF:not, 

^ y immediately repquiice aU-.pret^nfions to 

:*^ her, pi" I fb^Jj^niihyoufrommylight 

J^ foj* tvffr^l paptioaypu for yourowa 

^' fake, left ;|;aa) q^cpffitated to .diiinberit 

'f you.". /j;n;^ .:i :. ^.:; :; ;,.- .:^ I.-. ; 

, . This anger.he wasnot prepaiied to re- 
. ceivc, and was unJiUe^.to reply > or know 

how to a6l betweendpve^qnd;<iutyv-iTr^*Re- 
/^^ nounoe ■] Jjer jj-r-hcaiif^p ^ forbjds . - the 
./^ thought !'; faid Jtre/ a?, be travprfed the 

room in diilrefs, of heart bordering -an dit 

« 

• jtraAipn ; then, l,un^ing,^o Sir pb^fles, feid, 
^« What ihalli ?— rwhat can ? .do.'fir ?-^ 
^^ I.know yoAi wifh to , marry the only 
'^ pcrfdn I love:, pardon .me fprfaying^J 



*^ am 
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*^ am fore Ihe is not married to Lord Bell- 
,^^ yille ^ I could be bold enough to fay, I 
^^ could forfeit my life if (he was ; — for I 
can fay, fir, (he tenderly loves me. You 
charge me to renounce her,T— you will 
/^ be obeyed:--ffqr myfelf I care not, but 
r ^^ for: the lovely Emmeline^ I feel every 
./f, -panK her heart mull endure at our fe- 
." p^ratipn.. By your harfh commands I 

" -wiljftrive to forget, her : therefore allow 

* * '",'■*'.'* ' , 

" pie to feek repofe in another country — 
," far abfent, qn a diftaut fliore, her idea I 
" will ftrive to erafe ;— rbut never fay \ dif- 
." obeyed you, or armed you yfith caufe to 
'^' difinherit me.*' He then, bowing, re- 

tired, r 

, Sir Charles began to repent of his rafh- 

. nef&; but confidering that Alfred had inti- 

.mated a defire of leaving England, he 

. ' . ./- thought 
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thought it a "happy omcrn, dtiA bis heart re- 
joiced at a propofal he kiicw not how to 
'offer.' ' ' ', 

"Afliamed of the jcaloiiiy he entertained 
towards his' Ton, arid ^nibreibV that the 
world, who liad hithertb^bWii hiin'tb be 
'a worthy cl)ara6lcr, fhouM have 16 jell and 
ina!ke remarks on the difference between 
them. He knew Alfred' was' 'tlie idol of 
the country round, — Emmeline lio lefs 
adored.— He paufcd a while to confider 
how to proceed, then haffily riarig fhe bell, 
and defircd Alfred to attend. 

When Alfred entered the room, he faid, 
^^ Alfred, I was rather too hafty this af- 
•^ ternoon, I could not help it, biit am 

It k 

^^ lorry we fhbuld have any dlfpute — learn 
" to overlook trifles. — I afTure you, I know 
nothing of Emnieline Wiilbnj — ^flie is 

gone. 



) 
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''^ gone, f6itic fay one place, and fome' 
** anothet-; I am very unhappy. 

" You hintea i defire of leaving this 
" country: if you have a defire, go— far 
" be it from me to hinder you; therefore, 

provide yourfelf with everj- thing you 

wifti, make yourfelf happy, and lam fo. 
" — Kemember, I forget all that I have 
" raflily faid, and if you wifh to go, do 
" not let me detain you at home." 

Alfred bowing, replied, " Now, for the 
" firft time, I confcfs I adore the charm- 
" ing Emmcline. I fee the impoffibility 
« of her being mine— reafon fays^orgct 
" her. I wifh alfo to forget her, and hope 
" foon to accomplifh that defire in ano- 
" ther country, far from the thought of 
*' oflending you." 

Thus both happily agreed in their ' 

wifh eg. 
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wiflies, the evening was paflcdr cheerfully, 
one joyoBs, the other afFe<3ing to appear 
lb. And in a week's, time. Alfred had 
every thing in readinef$, . Jjnd departed, 
leaving Sir Charles happily,, as he thoug^it, 
without a rivaU 
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O love ! how hard a fate is thine ! 
- : i I : : ^btalAe^ with trouble, and wHh pain ipj;;l:ftiivea> 
.' ..i^matieft, t _,'. 
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JVlIU' FREEMORETiadndt.the \&A 

•i intention of. leaving .England, beiijQg deter- 
mined'to find out where Emineli^e iive^, 

/andletiow the truth ofiSir Ch^rlQsls iflfor- 
mationi; He haftened to. London, but 
thought It imprudent to call oti Mrs, 
Oakeley, knowing the difpofition of Char- 

/lotte. ... . , f 

Hfe refolyed to wait in . her peighbour- 

: hood till he was fure ihe Was alone ; it oc- 
cafioned a delay of three days, before he 

could 



i I L 



could obtain an opportunity. Acclden- 
tally^ he heard Charlotte was going to a 
ball^ and that Mrs.- OakiUy^ bein^ unwell^ 
intended flaying that evening at home. 

(Elated with this intelligence, he impati- 
ently watched the flow piaced tedlbbs mo- 
mcnts^ till the hour arrived he had been 
taught to believe Charlotte would go out. 
He favit Mrs. "Oakeley's* carriage dmw up, 
and Charlotte^ elegantly habited^xater 
' nlonc, andi the carriage drove away« 

• Immodiatcly tee fleiv to Mrs; Oakkley^ 

* to in^d#rc iftei* Emtneline, but how afto- 
nilhed was that lady when (he- wasac-. 
quainted wiih the canfe of his vifit* For 
{he had never lecn or heard of Emiiielinc, 
(inc^ his^fathcr tb(^fc her ^way with him. 

Alfred felt all the rage of difappointiiicnt 
and grief, ft is impofliblctoi picture his 

diilrefs, 
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diftrefs, when he learnt Emmeline's uiar-f 
riage with the Earl was only ^ fidlidn.— f 
♦' Oh ! my adored love !** faid he, " where 
" art thou iecludcd ?— where hfa my fa^- 
" ther hid thee? — ^tell liie, madaiDj is there 
** no clue to lead me to thet angel ?'* ^* I 
^» am unacquainted,** faid Mrs, Oakelcy, 
'^ with any; my brother took her iuddenly 
*' away, Ihc fcarce bid me adieu ; but let 
me entreat you not to dcfpair — let me 
beg you to exert every effort; I am 
materially concerned for that amiable 
girl, and therefore wifli you to difcover 
^* where (he is, before Sir Charles takes 
'* her home : as I feel extremely uneafy at 
my brother's entertaining a partiality 
for fo young a girl at his age, more par- 
^' ticularfy the perfon he imagined his 
*' fon loved/' — ^Alfred paflcd the evening 

with 



it 
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with his. aunt, and next morning fet out 
on his fcarch. 

Succefslefs were all . his efforts for near 
a fortnight, that he was feeking the diffe- 
rent roads round* about to\i%i. One morn- 
ing, as he was riding through Grofvenor 
Square, he was met by a gentleman he had 
not Teeh'fihGc he quitted the Univerfity, 
He requefted Alfred's company to go with 
him to Stanmore to dinner, at a particu- 
lar friend's ; Alfred confented, and they 
purfued their intended road, 

Alfred's remarkable dullnefs, . excited 
his friend's curiofity> wjio inquired the 
caufe; — Freemore, no: way defirous of 
concealing his intended fearch, the fubjedl 
fopn became the topic^of convxrfation. 

The ladies frequently rode out for the 
air ; that evening they and Mrs, Walcot 

took 
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took an airing to Edgeware^ and on re- 
turning, Mifs Seymour wiflied to walk on 
Stanmorc Green, if it was agreeafble td thfe 
reft; Mrs. Wakot did not oppofe 4t,' for 
Mifs Seymour very feldom walked^ and 
•thought it would be more beneficiirt to her 

than the carriage ; — they alighted. 

/^ 

After walking fome time, Mifs Seymour 
perceived a woman with fome very fine 
fruit, and loitered to purchafe fome* Mrs. 
Walcot, thinking (he had exceeded the 
time neceflary, * turned her head, and ob- 
ferved her in converfation with two gen- 
tlemen. Mrs. Walcot and Emmelioc 
turned to meet her ; Mifs Seymour feeing 
them^ politely took leave of the gentlemen, 
and hurried to Mrs. Walcot. Jov ani- 
mated her countenance, the appearance 
was unufual ; fhe run to Efnmeline, and 

faid, 



.1214 . . smmbuite; qr, 

** Oh ! my dear, I have heard frpnj my 
^^ Qouiin ; Lady Seyraour is well, all are 
*5 wdl, thank heaven !*'r— 

I *f I am happy to hear it/' iaid Eromer* 
line, " who told you ?'* — *' pardon me, 
" dear Emmeline," faid Mife Seymour, 
" for fufFering my own concerns to oc- 
«^ cupy:too much of my thoughts, — but 
*^ look, it is the very gentleman who ufed 
^* to vifit at my mother's with Mr. Maq- 
^' devjUe.'* 

Emmeline caft a look towards the friends 
of Mr. Mandeville, and beheld Alfred 
Freemore leaning motionlefs with furpri^ 
on his friend* — A rofy blufh glowed on her 
face, and fhe entreated Mrs, Walcot to 
return to the carriage. — Mrs. Walcot 
obeyed — ^for (he faw the alteration of Em- 
meline's countenance, and wondered at 

the 
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tbe-fuddcn phpfngc iii the looks of bcr mpi- 

ft 

ableqharge* 

In their, wpy home, Emm^lipepre)?ed 

Mifs Seymour's hatid,andfaid, ^/ fih !.;l^clir 
^* na, it was Alfred Freemore that fpok^ 
'^ to yoiu'' 

, They drove dirc<5lly home, and. Alfred^ 
willing tp purfue the vanifhing phantom^ 
remounted his horfe^ and abruptly leaving 
the company he was with, followed the 
c?irfiage:i fometimes p^ffiog Jhe windows 
to cpnviace hjnifclf it was really J^mo- 
Ijn^, till he {xw it enter the gates at Sran- 
more.; when, upon inqtiiring in the neigh- 
bour|jiood, to his great. fati$fa<5lioli, foynd 
the^ ladies refided there. 

This happy difcovery drowned . every 
fenfe of forrowin tides of joy, he viewed 
the houfe with tranfport, and forced him- 
felf back to his friends with regret. 

He 
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He couW not ^be prevailed on to quit 
Stanmorc, where all his hopes rcfided; 
willing to be as nearEmrrielineaspbffible, 
that he might tbe oftenerbave tbp ptcafure 
of feeing lier* ^ j ^ 

Emmeline was extremely concerned 
about him, and anxioufly wiflied fo fee 
him and explain many piarticulars (he 
imagined he was ignorant of. 

r ^ ^^ ^^ * _ 

Mrs. Walcot and Mifs Seymour, paid 
a vifit to Lctodon next day, whf^re' they 
continued j to the uiifpeakable tWtfrtificatioii 
of Mr.Freemore/above a fortnrght; during 
which time, Emmeline did not once^eavb 
home, Alfred fufpe6ling fhe« 'kept pur- 
pofely out of fight — he determined' on a 
•project which love alone could invent, 

Mifs Seymour hadjuft difchargcd iier 
footnian, with whom. Mr, Freemore made 

♦ • r 
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fome acquaintance^ to learn fome intelli- 
gence of Emmcline, Finding . they were 
not engaged, he offered his fervice in that 
capacity^ and was hired in Mifs Seymour^s 
abfence by the perfon intruded with the 
care of the houfe, who received an unex<- 
ceptionable charadler with hini, firom (his 
friend) Sir Harry G— — , at Stanmore. 
. In this new iituation he remained fome 
days before the ladies returned. 

^t was three days before he could obtain 
a light of Emroeline^ as ihe in general 
dined in her own apartmentj but a fdeiSt 
company then being to dine with Mrs. • 
Walcot, the young ladies were prefent* ^ 

Freemore waited on the company^ as 
bis miilrefs was at table, but unluckily 
could not catch a glance from Emtneline, 
or be able to difcover himfelf. — ^And as 

vox.. J* Zi foon 






•Toon as dinner was over^ (be took leave of 
liie company^ and retired to ber apartment. 

Alfred was grieved^ but be was not in a 
iknadon to indulge his melancboly^ ^nd 
heartily glad was be i^hcn the vifitors 
went away. 

A few days bad elapfcd fince he had the 
pleafure of feeing her, when Mifs Seymour 
propofed to Emmdine a ride to the cot- 
tage of fome poor peopleai a little diflance^ 
«md tbe new footnun for the firft time was 
to aittend tbem. 

Joyfully accqitable was this cxcurfion to 
. Alfred.^ who ixnpatiendy counted tbe mo- 
menta till the tfane arrived to iet out, which 
. was .towards du&:. 
. .When they flapped at the door of the 
cottage the inhabitants ran out to wel- 
come them} Mifs Sejimmr alighted firA, 

but 
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but aecidentally Mifs Wilfon'sfaat flipped 
as fhe ftepped from the carriage. Alfred 
forgetting his fituationj fnatched his be- 
loved Emmeline in his arms taiave hdt 
from falling, and infenfibly pre!(i&d her to 
his boibrn. 

Emmeline was hurt at theinfolent fami- 
liarity— -(he hurried into the cottage to 
Mifs Seymour, unable to conceal her 
anger, and complained of what a rude and 
impertinent man the new fervant was, 

Mifs Seymour was extremely vexed 
that a domeftic of her's fliould have the 
infolence to behave fo rudely to her friend, 
and refolved to take the firft opportunity 
of difcharging him. — ^Their vifit was ftiort, 
for as foon as they had purchafed a few 
ftraw balkets, which the people of the 
houfe were very ingenious in making, they 

L 2 returned; 
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return^ ; carefui!y avoiding the imperii 
nentfervant. 

Alfred perceived his freedom had given 
her offence^ and was ahxious to obtSain a 
pardon, which could not be cafily gained, 
for hq obferved (he iludiouily fhunned 
nnn» . . 

Another week pafled over without his 
being able, to * fee her. Mifs Sey^nour 
conilantly went or.t alone, and be was 
upon the point of making bis beautiful 
xniitrefs a confidant qf his fituation, when 
an accident happened that <^ave him hopes* 

One of the maid fervauts regarded the 
new fervajjt with the eyes of partiality 
and as they were one evening walking in 
the garden, (he led him into another beau- 
tiful p!cafure garden, where the fervauts 
were feldom or never permitted to walk — 

the 
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the ley bein^ left in the do6r induced 
them to enter. 

They had proceeded but a little way^ 
when the melodious voice of Mifs Wflfoil 
faluted his ears. Shewasfinging a pathetic 
air, accompanying it on the harpfichord 
which' was placed in the aleoVe ; ftruck 
with fo fweet a voice he flopped to liflen^ 
fully to convince himfelf it was Emmeline. 
— ^Then turning to the maid alked who it 
was, and from what part o£ the garden it 
proceeded. 

The maid replied, — ** la ! Charles, that 
^^ is Mifs -Wilfon — She is kept here very 

{lri6lly by an old gentleman who is her 

guardian, but for what God knows !— 
" fome fay fhe is in love with his fon, and 

* the old gentleman, to break their corre- 

* fpondence, keeps her here. She fees no 

1-3 *^ company 



(C 



222 SHJilELINJB ; Q^y 

^^ company poor foul^ and is never to go 
abroad^ but fometimcs your ipiAreis 
gives Jier an' airing in ber carriage^ 
fecretly^ to amufe her. She cooies 
every evening to the alcove round that 
livalk^ and there (he £ings and plays, and 
that is all the pleafure the poor lady re* 
ceives." 

The maid eeafed ; Alfred's bofom fwtlU 
ed tritb joyful furprUe s he had hitherto 
been a ilraager to Emmeline's real litua* 
tionj and would have worfhipped the maid 
for her kind intelligence. — ^ Then this 
^* young lady loves mufic very much I 
'' fuppofe ?" faid Alfred. 

" Oh ! vaftly/* fhc replied, '^ fo pray 
*^ bring your flute and play in the other 
*^ garden, I am fure it will pleafe her, do 
" Charles, (he is fuch a fweet kind young 

" lady. 
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" lady, that I would do any thing to divert 
« her/' 

She had faid enough ; he flew to obey 
her^ and returning foon, they feated them-* 
&lves in the common garden where Em* 
meline muft pafs» There he played feveral 
fine airs which he had heard berfing at hi& 
fatherV, among the reft, one of ber own 
compofing to fonic words written on her 
friend Mrs. Wilfon, 

Emmeline never having heard fuch fwcet 
mufic during, her refidcince there, left the 
alcove, and walked to the plaee &ca^ 
whence thefound proceeded.-— It was dark^ 
and on her arrival they both rofe up to 
pay their refpedls as (he pafled. 

Emmeline faid, ^' do not let me difturb 
«^ you, I did not know who it was that was 
*^ playing, but think you play extremely 

L 4 ^^well 
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** well young man.*' Sh« then walked 
zvny — Mr. Freemore rcruming his feat> 
continued to play fcveral of Emmeline's 
favourite ibngs^ while ihe, who had hot 
quitted the garden^ but walked about it at 
a diilance^ was greatly afloniihed^ and 
wondered where he could have learnt the 
air written on her dear departed friend. 

Next morning Mr. Freemore got over 
the wall of the private garden^ and going 
into the alcove> placed the picture he had 
of Emmeline^ and a miniature of himfelf 
(which he had been fitting for^ as aprefent 
to her) in the harpficbord. — In the evening, 
as was her cuftom, ihe went to her favorite 
retreat ; the firft objecSk that met her eyes, 
on opening the harpficbord, was the por- 
traitof Alfred ; — amazed at the fight, and 
wondering how it came there, (he flood as 

if 
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if recollefting Ibmething^ particular.— ^Al* 
fred entered unperceived, and iawtbefur* 
prife it had occaficmed^ ^^ what myllery/' 
iaid (be, '^ has brought this portra^ here \ 
'' it islike enchantment !*'— turning rounds 
(he beheld the Servant. 

. Fearful of again ofiending her^ heiai^ 
bowing, "pardon me, madam, if 1 have 
" intruded here, but my miHrefs would 
*^ be glad of your company,ifconvenieat**' 
^^ Is ihe fo foon returned," replied £m- 
meline, " yes, madam.rr-^A.t prefentfliqhas 
" fome vifitors, but they will foon b« 
** gone/* 

. *^ I am. not iaclined to go in till they 
*^ arc gone," faid Emmeline, furveying 
the face of the fervant very earqeftly ; fhe 
thought fhe was no ftranger to it ; — ^* and 
^ tell your miftrefs, if (he inquires forme, 

L 5 " that 



^ 



*^ that I iliall plsy another piece of mufic 
^^ belbr^ I return.'* 

Alfred bowed^ and was going to retire^ 
bvt fearful of lofing this o|)p{>rtunity9 ^^ 
^ Emmdine ! have you forgot mt ? '* 

** Emmdine!*' Ihe repeated^ <'Em* 
^ ihdine l^^^-^acious heaven ! is it pofii- 
*• ble?** ftarting from her feat,-*-" Alfred 
}^ Freemore ! ** 

He took the liberty of throwing himfeH* 
at her feet the moment ihe dtfcovered him. 

At that moment Mifs Seymotir entered 
ihe alcove^ and found her friend and fer- 
vant ; her eyes darted a look of anger and 
indignation.*— Emmeline ran to her^ and 
throwing her arms round her neck, ex- 
claimed^ '^ O my friend V and funk into 
her arms. 

Mifs Seyipniour believing her fcrvant had 

caufcd 
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cauftd this emotion^ and reoaUedliag ihe 
ofF^ice going to the cottage^ bid him im* 
mediately qoh her fervice, for under that 
roof he ihould not remain another day.*-r- 
In vain he ftrovc to appeafe her, tiU Em- 
mdine recovering from the agitation her 
fpirits were in, explained the whole, to the 
aftonilhment of Mifs Se^rmoor) who ibon 
recolledled him i^ be Mr. MaiMSevill^'s 
friend. 

Soon after, the ladiea retired to their 
tiihamber; refolving in idea what was befi: to 
be 6otit. 

Emm^ine was angry to tbidk he !(houId 
dare enter that houife in a feigned eh^ 
radlcr, and determined he (hould quit it, 
onpaiA of her eternal difpleafure, if he re- 
fufed to obey her. It was alfo necefiary 
to fwm fome excufe to Mrs. Walcot^ for 

L 6 Mi& 
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Mifs Seymour's hafle in difcbarging the new 
iervant**— Full of thefe ideas fhe arofe in 
the morning defigning to fee Alfred, and 
^ve her dommadd^j asalfo' to aflure him, 
ihe ftill coofidered him dear to her heart, 
and for him to let her know where he 
meant to refide* 

Jujft asihe wasleairing her chamber, a 
letter arrived fi*om Sir Chslrie^ Freemore, 
brought by two of his livery fervants, and a 
poll chaife and four, informing her bd was 
dang^roufly ill, and requelted her infmedi- 
ate attendance at Auburn Hall ; . it al& 
mentioned hi^ haying fent the carriage 
aiid fervants to fetch her avVay. ^ 

J\.s the letter required infiant obedience 
. fhe bad& them wait, while fhe fiepped to 
bid a flight adieu to Mif&Seymt>ur, ^nd to 
. cplle<Sl a few cloth es necefTary for her to ap- 
pear 
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pear in at the Hall. — She promifed to 
write to'Mifs Seymour as foon as (he ar- 
rived there, and not finding Mr. Freen)ore, 
(he left the letter with her friend to deliver 
to him, as the caufe of her abfence. 

Emmeline tripped nimbly into the pod 
chaife, leaving once more all Ihe held dear 
to her behind. 



CHAR 



230 EMMSLIKE; OB, 



CHAP. XII. 



-As with one 



Who wandering o*er Come wide and baiTen wafiey 
Views the laft circles of the fetting fun ; 4 

Then gazing rouad quite jdeftitut« of hope, 
Forfaken and forlorn, fits fighing down- 
To mix with night and entertain defparr,— 



» 



JCjMMELINE proceeded on her jour- 
ney without any other emotion than her 
forrow for leaving Alfred and Mifs Sey- 
mour behind. — She thought of them 
all the day — Evening approached, — ^ftie 
faw the fun fet in clouded majefty be- 
hind the wcftern hilk, and recoIle6ling that 
Auburn Hall could not poflibly be fuch a 
vaft diftance from town, iand willing to be 

informed. 
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informed, demanded of the poftiUion, *^ If 
^^ he had not miftaken the road ?" 

*^ I fear Ihave mifs ;" he replied, ** but 
** fejir not, the next houfe we come to, I 
^^ will flop at, and inquire.*' 

This terrified her; night's fable veft- 
ments was fpreading over all the country* 
The moon, obfcured by heavy clouds, re- 
fafed to fhcw her friendly light ; not a ftar 
appeared in the firmament to cheer her fo- 
litary journey, and it was quite dark when 
they flopped at the door of a cottage, a 
great way diftant from any other habi- 
tation. 

It was, as (he alighted, that her heart felt 
the moft painful agitations; it fluttered 

« 

with diftruft of the rcafon of their bring- 
ing her fo far out of the way, and a heavy 
figh burft from her opprefled bofom, as if 
confcious of approaching danger. 

She 
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She was received very civilly by an elderly 
woman, whofc good nature and fimplicitj 
feemed a confblation to Bmmelihej and 
made fome amends for the ftupiditj of the 
fen^ants bringing her that lonefome way« 
In about an hour, one of the fervants en- 
tered, and faid : — 
. *^ I am very forry, madam, but as it has 

fo happened, we muft make the beft of 

it, and you muft e'en ftay here all night, 
^' for it is very dark, and begins to rain 
** faft, and I am afraid if I go on, we may 
'* get entangled in the wood, through 
^' which we are obliged to pafs/* 

" You fee, madam, my neceffity,'* faid 
Emmeline, " I hardly dare alk for a recep- 
*^ tion here till day break, left I fliould 
" incommode you ; but if you can oblige 
** me, I fhall remember your kindncli 

with gratitude as long as I live.*' 

My 
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My houf^/' replied the woman, " is 
at your fervice while you eboofe to re- 
** main here, fo pray make yourfelf per- 
'* fedlly eafy, fit down, and eat a bit of 
*^ fuppen Perhaps you may think mc ex* 
*' travagant, I have a nice fowl roafting, 
'* which was made me a prefent of— for 
'^ this is not times for fuch a poor being as 
*' me to eat fowls/' 

Emmeline thanked her, and accepted 
the invitation. During fupper, the wo- 
man dropped feveral inadvertent fcn- 
tences, which made Emmeline imagine 
her being brought there was not by mere 
accident, and feared Sir Charles was at the 
bottom of the delign. 

The entrance of the good man of the 
houfe put her out of all doubts, who ac- 
cofled her as if {he had been an old ac- 
<i[uaintqjice. 



« Weill 
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** Well^ mad^m/' faid hc^ ** I fee you 
^' are here &fe at la^ ; ^e expeSed you 
'^ long s^cs l>ut fuppoie you could not get 
•' ready fooDtcr*'* 

To which ftrange addrefs jflhe replied^ 
" Hooeft frif nd, I bdieve you have mif* 
'' taken your giifCft ; by the uqgligenc^ of 
** Sir Charles J'reenaore's jfervants thqr 
** have brought me out of the way, and I 
^ aip^ forced to intrude on your wife's 

goodoefs till morning*'' 

'^ Ah !" replied the man, '* it is a pity 
*^ yoiiihould be lb mifguided.'* 

And pray friend^ if you fufpedl fo, 

mil you be fo obliging to tell roe, how 
*' far I am from Oxford ?'* 

*^ Oxford 1" exclaimed the man, ^^ good 
*f lack! madam, why, you arc not near 
^^ Oxford of ninety miles or more." 

"Oh 



€€ 
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*^'Oh fieaven!" fhe exclaimed^ 'Mhki 
''^ muft be fome very myflerious affair.-^ 
*^ I will order the carriage thi$ imftajnt, I 
5' wijil travel all night; Sir Charleses health 
^* will not allow me to wait the tardy hour 
•^ of morning.'* 

' «' If you are fo determined^ madam/* 
he replied, ^ I will go and give the orders 
** to the fervants ;*' he then left the room* 

His wife, who felt a tender pity for her 
vifitCH-, then faid, ^*I am extremely forry 
^^ young lady, that you have been fo mif- 
^^ taken in coming here^ you fpeak of Sir 
^ Charles Frecmore, and Oxford.— Dear 

madam, the gentleman wbo^ ordered 

the Carriage to bring you here is Lord 
'< Harkiand, our landlord ; and we have 
^< expe^ed you a long time, — I informed 
** bisLordihip, how unwilling I was to re- 

*^ ceive 
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** ceive any perfon wliofe intentions I did 
^ not know ; but he aflTared me, you had 
'* fixed your mind on eloping from your 
** friends the firft opportunity;— ^his fi- 
^* lenced my fcruples. — Another induce- 
ment was, we lay under many obliga- 
tions to him, as we are behind hand 
'' in our rent, as times are fb bad, and hi« 
*' Lordlliip nhreatened to feizeifwe re- 
** fufed, and take away our little farm, 
^' which would have been the entire ruin 
of us, as it is all our dependence; and 
feme great man from London has been 
hereabouts, and wants to buy them all.** 
Emmcline*s heart was ready to burft 
witfi indignation and refentment; fhc paid 
Ihtle regard to what the woman had been 
faying, it was enough for her to know fhe 
bad fallen into Lord Harkland's fnares. — 

'' Bafc 
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*^ Bafc villain !'* (lit exclaimed, *^ what 
*T have I ever laid or done to inerit this 
** unworthv treatment ? does he thus re- 
*^ ward the kind entertainment he received 
^*. at Sir Charles Freemore's?" 

His Lordftiip now entered the roonj, 
attended by his accomphces in. livery, 
which proved to be the fervants of Sir 
George Anfield, who was his friend ; at 
fight of binij Emmelinc fcreamcd and 
fainted. 

Lord Harkland thought it a fit oppor- 
tunity to move her, he lifted her in his 
arms, and placed her in thp carriage, which, 
being in readinefs, drove away inflanily ; 
when (he recovered, (he found herfell alone 
with Lord Harkland. 

He then expoftulated with her on her 
fiin^licity in alarming tbofe igiiorant peo- 
ple. 
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pie, and filling their heads with ftrange 
ideas; when (he voluntarily came herfelf^ 
and expreflfed how much he was obliged t6 
her. 

^^ Bafe and unworthy man !*' exclaimed 
'iEmtneline, ** explain your nJcanii^g, I fey, 
*' I am betrayed." 

Lord Harkland talked a good while, and 
held many arguments,' which greatly dif- 
treffed Emn>eline;, as fhe could not under- 
iland their meaning; but by what he faid, 
(he plainly perceived fomebody had been 
very aiSlive in this myfterious afFah*, and he, 
as well as herfdf, had been led into ah 
error. As (he could not prevail on his 
Lordftiip to return with her to London, 
fhe forbore to give^him any reply after- 
wards, but fat filent as death. 

Day break brought them to an inii^ 

where 
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where they Righted* Emmeline's eyes 
were firft diredled to find the miftrefs, in 
hopes to explain her fituation, and endea* 
vour to be releafed from the unwelcome 
prefence of his Lordftiip; but it was too 
early, there only appeared one waiter, 
whom ihe did not care to ipcak to. 

Lord Harkland was angry at htr filence; 
ihe had fiot apfwered him for fome miles; 
ihe refufed to anfwer him now. He en- 
deavoured to falute her, the offence roufcd 
"her indignation, fhe turned difdainfully 
from him, faying, ^^ Lord Harkland, I 
charge you keep your diftance — though 
I have been bafely given into you hands, 
you fhall find I have refolution — ^and I 
^^ will not be infulted/' 

Emmeline pronounced this with a dig- 
nity that ftl-uck Lord Harkland with awe 

and 
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and ad-n'ration, and he withdrew' to ano- 
ther part of the room, in extreme confu- 
lion. 

It was in vain that he perfuaded her to 
retire, and take fome reft, as he really 
feared her health would fufFer by the fa- 
tigue {he had undergone of fo long a jour- 
ney, without tafting the refreftiment of 
fleep, — fwearing, that if it was her wifli, 
he would not quit that room till fhe re- 
turned. — Emmcline refufcd : andbreakfaft 
Ivas immediately ordered. 

Lord Harkland was greatly concerned 
and difappointed to fee hsr drink but one 
cup of coffee, and that with much indiffer- 
ence. Grief had taken away her appc 
titc, (he couW not cat. This gave bis 
Lordfhip incxDrcffible difirefs, he had 
loved'^her a long time, he had wifhcd to 

obtain 
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obtain her for his m^re& ; h^ wouM ik># 
have been trebly bappj^ if Ike would edit* 
ient to be his wife ; thefe were bis fecr€t 
lenlimenfs towards &er^-^4ie had b^eft 
faught Co cherifk his hopes^ and beKcve ha 
was equally beloved. 

Seeing her fo very HnBdppy^ Lord Bark* 
land faid, " Flattered by your kmd pto* 
<^ mifes^ my dear Envroeltne, how is it poi^ 
«* lible, but for me to wonder at your pr e-^ 
^ fent behaviour^ and to fee! alarmed at 
^* your apparent uneafinefs?** 

«* My promiresr*flieexcliaiitted, '^how 
^« mine?*' 

«• Ah ! madam," replied he, *^ ithrc 
me not to madnefe, by affediing to a^p* 
pear ignorant— why did you fbotfie iof 
hopes— why did you trouble yourfelfta 
^' write at all^ ifyoa did not mean to feU 
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^^ fil your promife ? and by your own ap- 
^^ pointment confent to leave Stariniorc 
^ by the. fabrication of Sir Charles Free- 
5^ morels illnefi, and be mine for ever ?" 

^^ Good heaven ?*• (he cried, "my own 
^^ confent ! — I fabricate Sir Charles's ill- 
^* ncfs !— furc, my Lord, you muft have 
*if. miflaken the perfbn! — Be witnefs for mc 
*f heaven! I never foothed your hopes, 
^^ or wrote one word to you in all my life 1 
^^ there is fome treachery in this myfterious 
" affair : and if you are npt entirely made 
'' up of falfehood, and do not xnean what 
^^ you have jufl pronounced, to be quite 
^f treating me with derifion, you will 
** oblige me by letting me fee the letters 
f^ you fay I have fent you. 
,, " When, we come to our journe}'s 
if; end/' replied Lord Harkland, He then 

ordered 
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ordered a chaife^ to continue the remain- 
der of their journey. 

Emmeline quitted her feat^ and walked 
about difconfolate^ and greatly agitated* 
Seeing the carriage preparing^ fhe turned 
to Lord Harkland^ and begged he would 
allow her to return to her friends. 

Lord Harkland replied, "My charm- 
'^ ing Emmeline^ you afk impoffibilities, 
^^ I cannot fufter you to return ; no, you 
'^ mull be contented in your prefent fitu- 
** ation, for I can never part with yoU.'* 

" Then I am miferable/* Ihe replied ; 
** the heart can never be won by compul* 
" fion, that was not before given freely ; 
** and why ihould you arrogate to yourfelf 
** the cruel power of detaining me, when 
*^ you know how wretched my iituation 
^^ mud make me ; — ^but if your heart it 

M 2 hardened^ 



^1 bar^ened^ if itisinferifible of the ifijot 
^^ tice you have donc^ all I can fay i& 

^^ I am hat inclined to think ©fit at 
*f prefent,- • feid he^ " the carriage is ready, 
^ and there will be tinifi enough another 
*^ day to. talk this matter over.'* Then 
taking her arm, led her to the carriage, 
^tteiulcd on each fide by a iiervant, fo that 
Bmmeline faw no hc^ of efcaping. Lord 
l^kland placed himfelf by her fide, and 
they In0ant]y drove away. 

In about an hour they Hopped before 
Ae gate of a venerable cailb, near the fea 
ihpre; flbe at that moment caft hc^rcyes 
around, wkh the hopes of aibertaining 
f^ feat part of the country i1fye:Wes in; ihe 
1^'asat a lofe to-imagined biuvptr-ceived a 
tewit and ihipping at a diHani^e* Hci 

^ dreadful 



dreactfol: fiti»(ion drev tears from her 
jcycs, and railing her handia to heay^n^ fi> 
cretly implored protedlioni 

Liord Harkland prefented her Bisliand 
to alight; with the moft affliding indiflfer- 
eoc6 fhe gave hcr*s, fubmitting her hap- 
lefs Hatfe andcaufe to Ff ovidefccey wfiO ihb 
irUfled wotild give her ai&fiance. 

Shb Was led into an: elegant dpartment^ 
where refrcihiiieBtfl of every kind had been 
^evioiifly pte^reA^ but uiaabte to partake 
of any of thofe dainties that were provided 
forjier* 

His Lordflap treated her with great tn^ 
fpe<9: ; he obfervcd the diftreft fh* endured^ 
and faoeiid by hdr behaviour^ that all tvas 
not as be had Jbee^. taught to believe; bat 
Emmetini^ was tog deal- to him^ tti oonfr^ 
der of any thing but har being thefr^ juft &t 
uryjift, 

M 3 Dinner 
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Dinner time arrived ; the ncceffity of 
preferving exiftence induced her to eat. 
When night advanced a female fervant 
.conduced her to the apartment defigned 
for. her. 

Having fecurcd the door, fhe threw 
herfelf on the bed, overcome by the moft 
tormenting grief) and gave way to 'that 
diftrefs of heart herfituation infpircd. She 
.wifhed to take a furvey of her apartment, 
l)iitdarkneis prevented it, and ihe deferred 
it till morning. 

Sleep did not clofe the eyelids of £m« 
meline for any duration, and with the 
dawn of day fhe arcrfe. 

She found the chamber to have been 
formerly a very elegant one, tfce furniture 
was rich, but in a bad lituation from neg- 
le<9:; for the prefent owner never vifited 

there 
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there for any length of time, fo that the 
whole prcfented a ftate of decay. 

An old cabinet flood in the room, which 
curiofity did not tempt her to examihe, 
though the door flood open ; for melan- 
choly rcfle<Slions of her fituation made her 
too fad, to hope for any thing that might 
amufe her, — (he gave up the fearch, re- 
membering, (he had no bufinefs to infpefl: 
into the concerns of the owner of the 
place. 

A fervant knocked at her door, and 
requefted (he would walk down flairs to 
breakfaft. 

Her tailing but little the day before, 
made her glad to partake of fome refrefh- 
ment, (he deemed it proper to obey Lord 
Harkland's invitation, for as (he was now 
in his power, (he feared to enrage him by 

M 4 a refufal 



m^ «liMBiiKK] on, 

« veAi^, tnd confidering that all places 
were alike dfingerous in that delefled caCf 
^1 (lie tremblingly defcended the ilairs. 
Ii0ird Harkland m^t her on the firft ftoiyi 
«ad «ondtt£ied her to the breakfaft par^ 



CttAP. 
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CHAP. xiir. 

'I'he friendfhips of tMfc wdrfrfaiVdlt- 
Coafedetiacles in vice, or leagues of* ple^re*. 



JlJLIS Lordfliip apparently felt greaf fa- 
tisfadlioii by her cohfenting to giv6* Kef 
company 16 breakfaft. He repeatedly in- 
treated forgiveriets for bringing her tKei^,. 
which nothing but- the ardbdr of Kis^ paf- 
fion could have induced hiih t6 thiiik dC 

Emmeline returned him a fuitable re* 
ply to every thing he faid or pr6pofed.-~ 
But recollecting that he promifed her the 
letters he faid he had received^ when he 
came to his journey's end, fhe reminded 
him of it. 

M 5 His 
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His Lordfhip taking them from a cafe^ 
prefented them, faying, *^ there are copies 
.f^ of mine, except the firft, and your 
*^ flattering anfwers ; I need not iay how 
*^ much I am difappointcd in your not 
** fulfilling the contents." 

As foon as breakfafl was ended, £mme« 
line retired to her apartment, anxious td 
learn the fatal caufe of her prefent diflrefg. 
In the firft letter, which ihe trembled to 
open, fhe obferved it Icemed to r^ply to 
one received — fhe began with that,— the 
contents were : — 

** My Lord, 

^ I mull own the purport of your letter 

•^ has alarmed me exceedingly. In what, 

^^ my Lord, could you ground fo daring' 

" an expectation ? my condu6l 1 am cer- 

^' tain 
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•* tain could never give you any hofM5 of 
** the kind ; you alfo know the afFedlion 
'^ Sir Charles Freemore entertains for me« 
^^ I think you do Sir Charles and myfdf 
** the greateft injuftice. — ^I beg, nay Lord^ 
*' you will let this remain a fecrct,— I 
*^ would not have him know of thi^ corre- 
*^ fpondence for the world, and I iatreat 
** you will write no more to 

Emmbline Wilson." 

Emmeline could not help admiring the 
artful inlinuationsof the writer with regard 
to the fccret of correfpondcncc, and Sir 
Charles to be kept in ignorance. The 
hand-writing alfo fo much re&robled her 
own, that the light flruck her heart with 
the moft affliiling lenfations. 

The fecond letter was from Lord Hark* 

land to her :— 

M 6 « Deareft 
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^^' I reeeifed your^s^ and cftnnot exprefs 
** my ibrrow equal to my feeKngs a^ your ' 
^ r^fal)— whicb^ if you knew the ardour 
** of my love, I am convinced you would' 
'^ no longer faefitate. — I now- have aftered 
^* my mind, as your goodnefs hasr pa(fed 
** oret the moft oflfenfive part of my^etter' 
^' with a gentlfenefs I did notexpe^. 

** Ftem my former propofal I retradl, 

'^ and, am.aihamed of dieinfult I offered 

^^ to one I fo truly e^eemed, and (hould 

'^ ihnkL my&lf happy if you will accept 

" of me in an honourable way: — ^write to 

*^ me on the receipt of this, and let me: 

*f luiow my fate ; but conlider well, moft 

^' charming Emmdine, before you pro* 
^^ nounce it. 

" I am, deareft Emmeline, 
5^ Your*s eternally, 

5^ Harklanb/" 

The 



y^ 
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The third letter was, 
^' MyLord^ 

1 flrankly own the efteem I have; for 

you, and have entertained fuch ever 

lince you firft vifitcd Auburn Hall.—* 

Can you imagine that there exifts any 

*^ regard in my breaft for Sir Charles Free- 

'^ more ? — ^none — ^my gratitude I muft for 

^^ ever acknowledge, as he is the only one 

'^ I have to look to for friendfhip and 

^^ prote6lion. Your Lordihip's goodnefs 

'^ in wifliing to raifc one fo much your in- 

** ferior as I am, excites my warmeft 

*f thanks — but be aiTured I never fhall 

** comply with your former propofals, — 

^* The honor of being your wife I fhall 

" feel a pride in, and experience in that 

thought the mod grateful fenfations, 
*^ I have the honour to be, 
" Your Lordihip's 
^^ Emmehne Wilson/* 

'' This 



a 
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^* This is fine mockery," faid Emnie- 
line, fighing, '* was there ever a being 
** fo wretchedly impofed on as I have 
*^ been ? — ^let me examine the next." 

*• Enchanting Emmeline ! ' 
" How generous ! how kind !— I mean 
" to have every thing ready for your re- 
ception at Morfe Caflle, thinking it 
moft proper to go there firft, left Sir 
** Charles might purfue me to my own 
** country feat, and by that means deprive 
^^ me of the happinefs I have fo long 
*^ wifhed for. — It is for you to form a 
*^ fcheme for getting from where you 
" are, and by the kind agent in our con^. 
^' cerns, that delivers this to you, you 
" will for ever oblige me by returning 
" your thoughts on the bufineft ; though 
" I am forry to find you ftill conceal where 

^^ you 
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^^ you are, but in your anlwcr hope to 
^^ know. 

" Your*s, eternally, 

^' Harkland.'* 

She then read the next, which gave her 
additional furprife at the deep planned 
Icheme, — it was this : — 

" My Lord, 
*^ For many reafbns I have concealed 
^^ the place of my refidence ; a continua- 
^^ tion is no longer necciJkry. — ^At Mrs, 
*^ Walcot's,at Stanmore,you will find me, 
*^ and if your Lordfhip will be advifed by 
*^ me, when every thing is ready, I think 
*^ if you fend a proper carriage with fer- 
*^ vants, and I doubt not, but that you can 
^' eafily procure liveries like Sir Charles's. 
^^ Let them bring a letter mentioning Sir 

'' Charles's 



^ Charles's ill health, and bis wife for me 

" to come immediately to Auburn Hall, 

*^ Mrs. Walcot will then permit me with- 

** out further inquiry. — I will not fix the 

*• day, it is for you to determine, and 

•* when it fuits you it will me. 
'' Your's, 

" Emmelii^b Wilson.'^ 

She then opened the laft letter, it was,, 

" Dear Emmclinc, 
^ I am charmed with the proposal \ — 
^ I fet off immediately to prepare every 
^' thing for your reception, — fhall be de- 
tained in the country a fhort time on 
particular bulinefs, which I cannot well 
put off, I am extremely forry at the 
delay, but be you in readinefs \ for the 
firft opportunity depend on feeing, 

*^ Your faithful admirer, 

^'^ Hakkland.'^ 

« P. S. 
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'^ P S. I fhall fend a chaife and four 
*^ with Sir Charles's livery ; I muft not 
** attend^ but will meet you fome miles 
^^ diflant^ ata fmall farm houfe; the man 
^^ is a tenant of mine^ and there flop till 
^^ you fee me/' 

This letter concluded a myllerious piece 
of treachery (he was glad to know^ and ia 
fcme meafure cleared her mind from part 
of her refentmcnt towards Lord Harkland^ 
as he apparcndy a6ted by her own com- 
pliance. — ^I will not pretend to defcribe 
the feelings of Emmelrncj and her anger 
a^inft the author of fo vile a plot ;-— (he 

_ • _ _ 

hoped to find by his Lordlhip^ who it was 
that had fo cruelly and malicioufly tre- 
panned her. 

With this intent fhe returned to the 
paiknir as dinner was near at hand, taking 

the 
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the letters with her, and prefenting them 
to Lord Harkland, faid, " My Lord, will 
** you do me the juftice to believe my 
" veracity, in this unfortunate particular, 
*^ — ^I moft folemnly aflert that I know 
" nothing of thefe — ^I pofitively declare 
** I never either received or fent any. let- 
ter to you in all my life, and it would 
give me fome fatisfa£lion, though of 
** little ufe, to know the wicked agent of 
" this diabolical deceit/* 

'^ Emmeline," he replied, ^^ what you 
fo folemnly declare aftonifljes me. I 
cannot but believe you, as your beha- 
viour in no way correfponds with the 
•' contents of thefe letters that have been 
*' the means of fo cruelly deceiving us — 
^^ If it is falfe, which I really begin to 
•^ fufpe<Sl, I fhall for ever deteft the con- 

^^ trivcr 
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♦* triver of them> and cxpofe to your re- 
*' fentment your friend, Mifs Oakeley,** 
'^ Mifs Oakeley !** exclaimed EmmelinCj 
franticly, — " Miis Oakeley!— juft heaven I 
^^ is it poffible (he could be guilty of im« 
<* poling, and afflidling me thus ?**—-— 
** . Liften,*' faid bis Lordfhip, ^^ and I will 
'^ relate all the particulars from the be- 
^^ ginning, 

*^ Mifs Oakeley hiad refufed my addref- 
^^ fcs, but I ftill was a luppofed admirer, 
as her difpofition you know is extremely 
gay; and when we vifited Auburn 
Hall, my heart was no longer mine, nor 
Mifs Oakelcy's, — it beat for Emmeline 
" Wilfon alone. 

. " I informed Mifs Oakeley; flie ridi- 
'' culed what fhe called my mean attaoh- 
^^ meijt, telling me that you was indebted 

^' to 



€€ 
€C 



100 EMMEZ.INB; oir^ 

•^ to ner uncle for your Ytty cxiftence > 
^ that what trifle you pofiefled was the 
'^ charitable donatioti of a benevolent 
** lady, and V at her uncle, by a mifplaced 
^^ infatuation, kept you out of mere cha« 
*^ rity alfo, as being a poor orphan, and 
^^ a foundling, declaring her furpfiie at 
^^ my regard for you^ as I £iad paid xec^ 
^^ addrefles to many ladies of family and 
*^ fortune, and fneeriiigly added, if you, 
^^ my Lord, only dcfign her for a miftrefi^ 
** it might be weH enough ; but if yotf 
** ferioufly think oi marrying, it exckc^ 
^ fny contempt, to think that you conli- 
** der this poor, mopi(h> innocent country 
^^ being, ought to be placed on ailevef 
^ with ladies of rank and f(»tune— *now,^ 
*^ only imagine, what lady of fafhion 
^^ would vifit Lady Harkland, when they 
^^ knew flie was a Aiendlefs orphan ?" 
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' *^ \ muft own mv pride was hurt, for 
^^' my fortune was great, and I was dif- 
^ pleafed'at the thought, that if I mar- 
^^ ried you, your being unfortunately an 
^* orphan, with finall enpedlation, would 
^^ eftrange the fafhionable world fron> mc^ 
^^ whofe connexions I held in the highcik 
*^ eftimation. 

*^ I determined on i>€r advice, that of 
*^* obtaining you for a m (Irefs if poffible. 
^* I quitted Auburn Hall, purpofcly to 
*^ put my intentions in execution ; for 
^^ which reafon I applied to Sir Gfeorge 
^- Anfield, the owner of this Caftle, though 
formerly it was my father's, to alljow 
me to bring J ou here, wlieuever ainrop^ 
po' tunity luited.— He gladly ^onfcnted; 
^* and I wa& firaming a proper plan to ob»» 
-^^ tain you, when you accidentally came 
** to London with Mrs, Oakeley. 
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^^ By the advice of Mifs Oakeley, I de* 
^' ferred it fome time, though I frequently 
" confulted with her on the fubjed, and 
" when you left her houfe^ fhe joyfully 
^^ faid to me, ^ Now, now Harkland, iis 
^^ your time, — Mifs Wilfon confefies a 
^^ violent afFedlion for you, and declares 
^^ (he leaves town with regret on your ac- 
^^ count. — ^I^know where ftie is, and if 
" you will write a letter to her, I will 
^^ find means to convey it to her, and 
" prevail on her to give you an anfwer." 
** I allow I was amazingly delighled, 
^^ and therefore wrote, as (he had de- 
*^ fired, propofing fcveral things to you, 
<^ which at that time engroflfed my 
^ thoughts. Mifs Oakeley procured a 
" reply, but after I fent that letter, I was 
^ angry with myfelf ;• — ^refiedlion chafed 

" thofc 
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^^ thole thoughts from my mind ; I fan- 
^^ cied I could be extremely happy with 
^' Emmeline for my wife,— »-my fortune was 
^^ fufficient, without courting the fickle 
goddefs, and why fliould I regard what 
the world faid, if they laughed at my 
prefering domeftic happinefs with the 
^^ pcrfon I adored. It is a ftate, ((aid I, 
^^ mentally) fuperior to all others; Em- 
*^ meline in perfon and manners can 
rarely be equalled. — I have been very 
gay ; Emmeline is the only perfon that 
** ever fixed my heart ; love, with me, has 
^^ always been a (hort-livcd blaze ; it is 
" (he alone can keep that flame alive, 
^^ and if I am laughed at by my libertine 
^^ acquaintances for marrying for love, 
*^ I then fhall have the confolation of re- 
** turning home to find happinefs there, 

'' Mifs 
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'*. Miis Oakeley joyfully conveyed my 
^^ letters, and as joyfu'ly returned your's, 
" I was fupremely happy. — You know 
'^ the event, and muft judge of my diCm 
" appointment — I begin to fwfpedl wc 
'^ have both been the dupe of Mifs Oake- 
** ley's artifice.** 

Eromeline could not refrain tears, as hfs 
Lordfhip concluded the treacherous con- 
trivances of her once valued. friend; (he 
plainly faw it was all the effeift of her 
malice andjealoufy. 

*' Ah! my Lord/' faid Emmeline, **fince 
^ you fee we are impoicd on, and muft 

equally feel the aukwardnefs of luch a 

fituation, I befeech you will permit me 
« to return to Stanmore." 

** No, my dear Emn.cline, returned he, 
'^ I cannot confent to that, you muft now 

'' ftay 
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^^ ftay and endeavour to feel content ; ^I 

** folemnly declare I cannot exift without 
" you ; in your prefence confifts all the 
" happinefs I now enjoy; without you, 
*' life would appear a wide and dreary 
« waftc— -time may do wonders,— ftill I 
" hope you will honour me with your 
hand ; but as we are thus fituated, I 
« cannot expea it fo immediately as my 
" heart could wilh.—The moft gentle and 
*' generous treatment you IhaU meet with 
" from me, and I will not urge you for 
'* your compliance till perfedly agree-. 
" able to yourfelf ; but if you will fome- 
« times favour me with your company, 
« confidering it would make me happy, 
" I Ihall be greatly obliged toyou. Eveiy 
thing here is at your command, want 
for nothing it is in my power to pro, 

* " cure. 
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cure, but you mud remam hcxe, and 
^ you ihaH find ¥bch nSe&icmz^ hAa - 
^ viour from tne, as a brother owes to 
^ abdovcdfifterr 

£inmeline acknowledged ber tbwaks, 
but at fbclamc timc-exprefled very firongly 
ber <iifapprobation in being detamed at 
Morfe Caftlc^ (he begged him lo coitfider 
\vfaat the 'World fmght fay <m tiie Ciaii^eift *; 
and though his Lordfhip and herfelf Icaew 
the fec r ets of their hearts, and ^dic i^i* 
tadeofthmr conduft^her ooi^tiiamng diere 
might not appear fo ittnoccot in other 
people's eyes ; ^ we have a convincing 
•^ proof/* ikidfhe, ** howeaiyall things 
** ane to the mtificious ; enfvy and flander 
*' are always in want to taint t!he faivcft * 
^* Tepu*a!:lt:n *; the times are depraved in- 
5^'dced; 1 am forry thatl cmnot avoid 

'' obfervtog 
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ob&rving it ; it grieves me to think 
what little regard is paid to the honor os 
peace of mind of tboie in middling 
^^ Nations of life^ hy perfons of rank and 
'^ fortune. Mifs Oakeley I underftand 
fpeaks with indifference^ nay with ap« 
probation^ on the apparent profped: 
^^ of my difhonor, becaufe I was not a 
^^ lady of &(bioQ ;*— is a lady of fafhloa 
'* the only thing ta be regarded I tell 
^^ me, my Lordj is there any lady whoie 
^^ virtue is dearer to her than mine i&ta 
*^ me ? for what reafon am I tobe deprived. 
" of that whidi is my greatsed felicity ? — 
^[ becaufe I am a friendlefs orphan — ^that 
^' misfortune oug:ht to create me friends. 
^^ ioftead of enemies, but, alas! the wcpk 
*^ are doomed to- be opprcfled by the. 
*' flroBig, — I wo«ld nmch rather be honcft 

N 2 ^^ and 
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*^ and poor, than the richefl lady in the 
^' univerfe with an impure mind and au 
^^ unfeeling heart ; — and Emtaeline, who 
** received the kind and virtuous inflruc- 
^ tions of the excellent, the deferving 
** Mrs. Wilfon, will never difgrace 
^ her precepts. When your Lord(hip 
'^ confiders the amazing ericreafe of trials 
^ and divorces that have of late occurred^ 
'* you will find that virtue is not confined 
'^ to people of rank and faOiion only, it is 
'^ to be found in no particular fiation, for 
** they that ought to let the brighteft ex- 
*' ample often leads the worft." 

«f Were the favours of fortune beftow- 
'* ed only on thofe amiable few, who feel 
^^ the fupreme delight of a6ting with be- 
** nevolence, whofe heart feels for the 
^^ neceffities of others^ whofe hand is 

*^ ready 
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ready to relieve the diftrefled, to cha/e 
the tear from the eye of afflidlioTi, to 
^^ comfort and (lieltcr the wanderer, and 
^^ bid their forrows ceafe ; then might we 
rejoice and hail the return of happy 
days ; but where one of that defcriptionis 
'^ found, there are a hundred who a6l the 
'* reverfe ; for riches are of no further ufe 
^^ to them than to fupport their pleafures, 
^^ to add troubles to the afflided, to de- 
^^ fpife the name of virtue, and to ruin 
** the objedl that unfortunately' draws their 
^^ afFe6lion, imagining, that *^ power gives 
a fandlion, and makes all things juft/' 
Upon my word, Emmcline/' replied 
his Lordfliip, ^^ you have given me a very 
*^ pretty le6l:ure ; and, in fa6l, you have 
'* nearly hit it ; if you imagine every man 
*^ of fortune has a(Sled like mc ; for I will 

N 3 " freely 
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^' freely confefe to you, whatever I fet my 
** choice on, I al waya would obtaia ;— 
^' what it coft^ I very little regarded.** 

*^ I have a convincing proof of it my 
'' Lord." 

^ But I am inclined to think^Emmeline^ 
you could entirdy alter my principle ; 
your moralizing remarks would pfo* 
'^ duce a reformation in my condu^. I 
have been a great libertine^ I acknow* 
ledge it ; I have had opportunities of 
^' making many obfervations in the name- 
^' rous companies I have been engaged in, 
^^ and for the reafcm you have lately men^ 
*' tioned have declined marrying, ap prc- 
f^ beofive^ that the like misfortune might 
«^ happen to me* — I had dQlermiaed be« 
^^ fibre I became acqiuaiiiied with you to 
'^ k^ a; life of edibacy ;. could I hope you 

« will 
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^' will be mine •! think I ihould be dif- 
^' appointed.'* ' 

Emmcline perfifted in the refufal, and 
laid her heart was otherwife engaged, and 
as fhe did not mean to decievehim^ thought 
it was necefTary he fhould know it. 

She foon after retired to her chamber. 
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